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by 

Robert". Brovm 

This autumn marks the lOOth anniversary of the introduction of steam 
locomotion into the :-iariti."I!le Provinces; the loco!!lotlve "Sa!!l.son" was 
put to work on the South Pictou Rsilway of Nova Scotia in December , 1838 . 
It is appropriate then that this and the following issue of the BulletL.'1 
should be devoted to a history of the South Pictou Railway written by 
a member of the Association, Mr. Robert n. Brown. 

Botween the peoDle of Nova Scotia 
and the rest of Canada there is an 
irreconcilable difference of opin 
ion as to which was the first rail 
wc.y in British North America . If we 
define a railvray as "a read or way 
1:;. 16. Vii th two parallel rails over 
which vehicles, wi th flanged wheels 
are drawnt!, then naturally the tram.
'!lays at Albion Mines and Bridacoort, 
both in Nova ~·cotia , 9.nd a I!l.yst~.ci 
ous wooden railway sonewhere in the 
present province of Quebec , take 
first, second end third places. 
The exact location of the latter 
line is unknown and the only r e 
fp.rence to it is in t~e Acadian 
R8corder of Februa ry 13th, 1830, 
lIIt i5 sUl?gested that, indeI"lendent 
of iron ways, a very useful kind 
of wooden rail might be employed. 
An experiment of this description 
has been tried with success in the 
woods 120 miles fronl Quebec l

' . 

Hew~ver, if Vie further derine a 
railway as :la line built for the 
public conveyance of pass~n6ers 
anc. 1700ds'1 as oDPos~d to a short, 
industrial tra~way , then the Cham 
plain end St . Lawrence Railroad was 
the first. In any case it was the 
first to use stean locomotives, 
e..lthoup:h sane writers have claimed 
that the ·rSamson lt of the South 
?ictou Rsilroad, was the first 
lccomot ive in what is nO?1 the 
D0~inion of Canace. Actually, the 
;;Sar.lson" , which first ran in 
Dece!:lber 1838, was preceded by 
three en;z: ines of the Champlain and 
St . La'.'lrence Railroad: the 

" Dorchester tl in June 1836, t he 
t:Laprairiea in May 18:)7 and the 
" Jason C. Pierce lt in the SllIl'lIner of 
1838. A railway which does not 
exactly fall into either of theso 
cate~ories was the enclined ,lane 
built at the citadel of Quebec 
about 1823 . It "las used. by nili
tary engineers to tra!lsport build 
ing m~teria1 5 to the top of Cap 
Diamond . 

i-!ow8ver, let us ~ive honor whe re 
hO:lo r is due. The General Mining 
Association built and oper3ted 6 
tramways or railways in the prov
ince of Nova Scotia; the South 
Pictou Railroad, from Albion Mines 
to the Loading Ground of Pictou 
harbour; the Bridgeport TramYlay, 
from the Bridgeport pits to the 
bar of Indian Bay; the Sydney 
Hines Railway , from Sydney [.hnes 
to North 3ydney; the Lingan 
Collt"~ry Rsilway , fro!i1 LlnE;an to 
the bar of Indi~n Bay; a short in
cline plane at ;o~pi~s; and the 
Victoria ~11nes Railway, fro~ Vict 
oria il'lines to the South Bar of 
Sydney River. 

Co'!l min5.ng in Nova Scotia COLl
menced at a very early date, es 
pecia::ly 0:1 Cspe Breton Island 
\'!h~re the French government o!,ened 
pi ts about 1672 and worked them 
more or les~ continuously until 
about 1758. Fro::: 1758 until ' 17GB 
the raines \'!ere worked by the 
British ~ilit3ry authorities but 
subsequently the mining rip'hts v~ere 
leased to various private opera 
tors: 



1788-1791 Tho!:las :.:oxley ri~ht of !:ll:llii-G in ~ova Scotia for 
1792 - 1800 Trl?mein and Stout a PC!'10Q of 60 yean;. excepting 
1801-1801 '.7il1iarn CampbA11 only a fem Sl'l9.l~ grants already 
1804-1813 state o'Jerated ~ade to ot~ 2 rs. This transaction 
l81~) - l8l8 L.3ver ;J.nd Ritchie caused a g:'C3at 1p.al of dissatis -
1a18 - 1820 G. "'1. Sovm and J. Lever faction in the 'Crovince at the time 
1820- 1826 G. W. Bcwn but , on the ot~2r hand, it was the 

I!1 Pictou county, coal tras dis - weans of intro;lucing into i'Jova 
covered in 1798 ·3.nd Dr . UcGrel20r Scotia a ',\'ea1thy COnl9cny "'hem the 
exhibited a fire of it to the ·cs.n - capitol. needed to dove1op the pro 
did'J.tes a t the election of 1 79~ but vinc~s r2sourccs , oOllld not have 

. it t'I3S not until 1807, when John b~en obt9.incd (lasily oth8rwisc. 
!.~cI':9.y , son of the squire !ind usual - T':1e Duke's ric;!hts V1~re transferred 
ly known as the Collier , obtained ir:-WlCc.iatI31y to Rundell, Bridge ::md 
a license to dig for the inhabit- Rundell, the celebrated London 
ants and, at a later datp., to ex- .Tewc1 1~rs, in payment of his debts, 
port , that a serious effort was -"Jnd from theI:1 to the General Mining 
~ade to mine the coa l commercially . ASSOCiation , in ~hich they were 
Mcl~dy first worked a small sean,:) large shareholders . This Associatil:n 
feet thick, which he fauna on his Vlorkr.d the following mining areas : 
fathl?r's farm but it soon becaJlle Albion ~l.1incs . . ' . . . . . . . . . 1827 - 1872 
exh:;}.usted. He searched further and Sydney ~.iines .. . . •. . ... .. 1827-1900 
then found an outcrop of what has Eridtzcport Mine ...•..... 1829 -1849 
si :'".lce b~en ~no\'ln as the 1-:iain Sea'n. . .Tous;ins ~,Hne •..... .... . .. 1846-1858 
Those early :;> i ts were nothing more Linwm ).IinG .. ..... . .... . 1854 - 1886 
than shalla\'! holes in the ground Victori3. Hine ... •... . . . . 186?-1879 
and were located on the west side ticw Victoria LUne .. .. .. . 1883- 1898 
of the East River of Pictou, a 0:1 J~nll:lry 1st, 1858 . after Quch 
short distance above the present ~gitation , the control of mini~ 
Can~dian National Railways I brid.:ze . Vl'lS p-!iven to the Provincial Legis 
Th~ coal was sold at thp. ;:i t mouth , l'3.tur f,) 'J.nd the General Mining Assoc -
carted to the river and sent away i£ltions e xclusi.ve monopoly W"3.S 
in sQall lighters. During the 'lbo1ish~d. However, it W·'lS permittee 
:'1criod of the War of 1812 , ' a de- to retain , u!lti1 the expiration of 
mand sprang up to supply the garri - the ori~ij~l le~se on August 25th, 
son, the navy and inhabitants of 1886. c6rt~in propGrties which it 
5alifax, but after the peace the might so1~ct ~nd after th'3.t d~tc 
price fell to half its fo r mer rate '3.11 lrr'lM8I!lOnts would h'lve to be 
and, p~rhaps bec9.u::;e of tHis, i;IcKay ::i.'1de with" the Provinci'll f-ovcrl1Il1ent. 
becatle bankrupt in 1816 . FrclU that Th:; oroperti i1s then s01·::cted in -
year until 1827 the piT.s were cluded the Albien, Sydn~y, 'lnd 
wort-ed by various op'1rstors and the Lin.c:'1n mines ,)Old undcvcloncd 3re'!s 
annuel oroduction varied frOM 4000 at Victori'l ~nd SDrir~hi1i. 
to 5000- tons . South ?ictou R:tilro~d 

In 1824 and 1825 the monied men O!l June 4th, 1827-:-Ric~'J.rd Sl"lith, 
in London began to turn their attrm- the A~soci'1tion's '1l?ent, '1rrived 'J.t 
tio:! to mi~ingi thriving com)anicr Pictou i:1 the brig IlH'J.rg'lrct Pclk 
were fonned sr.d the nost extra - ington" l'1i th tt 0 nCC0SS'lry ::''lchinmy 
ordinary rage arose for the purchase cnd i:rn.p1oments l3.nd a st'lff of cngin
of shares in those companies, COill - ecrs, miners '1nd m(!ch3.nics. The 
parable to the days of the South neighbourhoQd w~s c'lreful.ly survey-
Sea Bubble. At that time , the ed 'Jond it "1'15 found th'lt the ::lOst 
granting of minin~ ri~hts in the suit'1b10 pl'1ce to commence opcr'J.t-
orovince of Hova Scotia was con- ions w~s on the west side of the 
troll 3d by the British ~ov:rnme:lt ~~st Riv~r of ?ictou 'lbout 800 yds. 
ane, in 1825, King Geor~e IV gave north of the ]resent C.N.R . st'ltion 
to his broth0r, the Duke of Kent, ~t Stell'lrton . Thr0e lsrf-e f-:trDs, 
ane. wi thou t consult inp: the ?ro'fin - owned by Dr. ~.lcGr0gor 17il1 Lim ?fcK\y 
cial Le~islature, the exclusive 'lnd Colin }.lc'i:~y , '~nd the roLling 
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riqhts, originally g~anted to John 
McKay but then held by Adam Carr, 
were bou{"ht by the Association and 
several -Jits Vlere .sunk at the south 
e ~d of the property on what had 
be en t::'e i':IcGregor farm . These 
early workings , originally called 
the Store Pits, were destroyed by 
fire in 1839 and since then have 
been known as the Burnt MineS . 
Owing to the subsequent dumping of 
fine coal and debris from later 
mines and the building of the Nova 
Scotia Railway (I.C.R.) traces of 
the original pits have long since 
disappeared and their exact loca 
tion is not knm'"m except that they 
were a short distance east of the 
car barn of the now abandoned 
Pictou County Elect r ic Railway . In 
1839, the Bye Pit was opened , a 
short distance north of the Store 
Pits but fire broke out in 1861 and 
it had to be flooded . Two years 
later wr.en i t was ,)Un1ned out it was 
found that the pit-props had rotted 
away and the workings had settled , 
so since then it has been known as 
the Crushed M:ine. 

Later, a number of 'Oits wer~ sunk 
about 1000 y~rds west-of the river 
near the prp-sent Albion Mine ; the 
Dalhousie Pit in 1850 , the Cage 
Pit in 1852, and the Foster Pit in 
1866, but these were all destroyed 
by fire , T!-Iey were r eplaced in 
1869 by the Foard ?it , which then 
was conSidered to be the most mod 
ern mine in !Jvrth Ar::erica , It was 
near the river, imr.ediately north 
of the Bye- Pi t. 

The ::=:ast River Ylas navigable un 
to about the site of the present" 
C.N.R brid~e for vessels drawing 
not more than 6 feet of water, but 
numerous shoals nade navigation 
difficult, especially in the late 
summer and autumn . For a time the 
coal ','laS carted to the river bank 
but this proved to be unsatisfact
ory so during the SQ~er of 1829 a 
tram\'lay W'3.S laid down from the 
~tore ?its to a wharf directly back 
of the Lourdes cemetery. The rails 
were cast iron, fish belly type , 3 
faet long, setting in cast iron 
chairs '!!hich Viere soikp.O to the 
sleepers and it is lnterestinR to 
note that these rails were c.ade at 

Albion Mines, being the first made 
in British Nurth America and per 
haps the first in all America . 

-:~hen the General loiining J .. ssocia 
tion commenced o~erations in Pictou 
County it was intended to work the 
iron deposits known to exist on the 
banks of the East Riv~r , A blast 
furnace was erected at the mines 
.Ilnd the a r e was quarried from an' 
extensive bed near Springvale , 
about 12 miles un the r iver . Actual 
smelt ing was started in J.nua r y 
1829 but the demand for cast iron 
was small and the cost of carting 
the are fram Springvale was too 
great, so the work was gi'len up 
gradually . Chain cables of excell 
ent quality were !Uade and, after 
1835 , several complete ste~ engin
es were built, and the castings 
produced , in combined hardness and 
to'lghness, excelled anythjng then 
kno\'tn. 

Large vessel s could not asce~d 
the river but were forced to anchor 
at the Loading Gr ound , b-31ow Dunbar 
?oint , anu the coal was brought 
downstream in lip!;htp.rs. I n 183(" tr..-3 
11.sS0C iation introduced steam navi 
gation into N0va Scotia; a small 
tow -boat named tn.e "Richard S:ni th:l 
was the first and yras used to tow 
the lip-hters up and down the ri yer , 
and two larger boa ts, the "Albion:! 
and the "Pocahontas" ran fro:il 
Pictou to Prince Edward Island and 
to the Mirimichi . 

Tho original wharf at -Lourdes WfZ 
unsatisfactory b~cause of shallow 
water and , shortly afte r the intrc'
dllct ion of the stean tow boat , the 
line r-as ey:tendod d0'.7nstrean about 
800 yards to 3. point abo1.1t midway 
betw .... on the nrl'"'se nt C.N .R. bridee 
and the Gt;orga S-.: r · .. .: t bridge in 
He'_1 Glaspow . Anoth-er nove '.78S made, 
about 1834, to a point about 400 
yaY" s balor. the Georp:e Str~et brio..~e 
and there a 1arse wharf with coal 
Ch11tP.S \73S erected. Eelo\V Loure.es 
the tra:lway 'sa5 built on crib \lOrk 
and -pilinG along the s!1or~ and con
sequently all traces of it hS:Je 
)on~ si~cc disappeared . 

It \-9.5 standard gaulle. or perhe_~'JS 
4 ' 8" originally; sidin.2;s ... rer~ 
:ll9.ced about half a mile ap9.rt .. and 
each horse 'sent its hali' mile '_7i th 



10ac.Cld '!.tagons nOflnr!8rd 8!1d, Inu ving :blc iron , \'/hich set in c~st iron 
th e !";} on the :nain li!1H for the next ch'J.irs 'lnd Vlore secured in pl':!cfl by 
1"Io:-sc to ta'<:.) on , r ctu r:l'3d ':lith iron V1ed@'t~s . The country W'1S ve ry 
~it:!)ty ·:'i9.~C :l.S from t hr s illing . uneven "'!.nd th ere '."rerc SQ;le he'!vy 

I n addition to the 2 mil es of fills '1 nd cuttings, ~ou!1t ing to 
tr.::l!.l'.'!ay '3.10n,~ the r i ve r tl'-~r':1 r:ere 4.00,000 cubic Y'lrds . The cuttings 
about 2 mi l f"!s of track s do'.--n in t he 'J.nd onb'lnktle nts were m~de with a 
mines . About 50 ho r .::;e5 w~re r egular- zlopc of 1 - 1/2 to 1; thoZl forner 
ly e::~~loycd on t ha tramvTay above being 18 f Oet wide 'lt the botton 
g r auna and bct'::e en 50 and 60 unde r- '1r..d th e l'ltter of the 5':I:!.'"} r.'idth 'Jot 
ground. the top. M,ny of th\3 origin~l cut 

T!1is me thod of transporting the stone culvnrts 'l r e still in perfect 
coal being slo~7 and expansive , tha conditio;:]. '1.nd still in use. In the 
Association decid~d in 1834 to m~tt ·:r of curves gre~t c'lution '.'.''1S 
bui ld a locomoti VB: ra ilroad f r om shmm ~s . even ~Q"here it ent'1iled 
t he 9i t s to !l 'f'harf 1 nea r th e Load- ext r'1 cutti!1~ of consider~ble ~mou 
ing Ground, where the coal could be "lEount, nowh~re w';s ther .} ~ curve 
dumped di r actly into th e holds or of ov~r 4 degr3~ s r~d ius or, in 
the larges t vesse ls . The surveys othe r ,;"fOrds, t hr"? le '1s t r'1 dius of 
and plans for the r3i l '.'lay "!e r e r::ade 'J.ny of its curvos w~s 1300 feet . 
by Pet e r Crera r, who is '.".rorthy of Anothar r~Ll').rk!lble f e'1. ture \'1'15 the 
r~co{';nition as one of C'll1ac!o. ' s unusu'l.l uniformity of the l!;r~da for 
pioneer railv!ay bUi lde rs . He vms ~ rO '~d p'1.ssing thr ough such '1n un -
bor:! in 1785 ':I t :areadalbane , Sc ot - even country; the grt"''1ter [l'"!rt of 
Lmd , 3nd c·3.ii1e to Nova Scetia in the line ..... '15 perfectly leve l '1:1d 
1:317 qnd died there in 1857 , Appar - the f0.w sli@:ht gr~ di cnts ;?p.re with 
er..tly he \'fas s m'3.l1 of unusu'll in - the lO'ldad tr'1.ins . It st'J.rted from 
tellip.ence; at first he t~u,!2ht tho pits ,'!1 th '1 f'!11ing gr .... de of 1 
school -q,nd th'3n he bc c -,.:''1c 1. fSove rn- in 437 for 'J. dist:1nce of 116? y-::.rds 
ment l '3.nd surveyor ~nd ·~ o:-.:..."""":!iss"!,on~r then nr'lctic'J.lly leve l for 6257 yds 
of Cr o-:'m L!!nds, in '.7hich l:n te r then; sli{2:ht incline of 1 in 578 
c~p~city he l~ id out sevnr~l of for 8~3 y~rds , succe e ded by 'J. level 
wh'l t are no':! t he !ill). in rO'lds of piece for 1937 y""! r ds -::.nd th c:1 '1 
Pi c tou County, Cr0r:J. r h').d never do'. ... n p:r1.do of 1 in 360 for 500 yds. 
S ~12n a r'1ilw=:lY 3nd , ~.'he n his pla ns v:h'ich te ITlin'1t~ d '1t the wh~rf' 'It 
2nd profiles ~"e re sent to tht1 B03.rd Dunb1r ?oint . During tho e xistence 
of Directors in :;::ngl3.nd, they v,rerc of t his termin'll 'J. t Dunb-:.r Point it 
l! .:::~oI!lp':lni ~ d by eo r ·'o.ues t th s t '1n "":" .... 5 known "',5 South Pictou ind p. .... ve 
experienced eClPinec r be sfJnt out to tho r'";ilr11.Y its n'1l1le . In r,lOde ra 
sU:Jervise thf.) cons tructi on of the times it h'1s b "~cn c':"'.lled tho Albio n 
r '3.1 1'.':=:lY , The plans r!2r e submitted j;-iincs R'1 i1w.1.Y but the correct n~me 
to one of the foro~ost ~n€, in C"!0 r5 of -,1': 5 South Pictou R'1ilro'ld . The 
t he d"2.Y and on his r ecornr,lcnd'1.tio n tot1.1 lcneth of t he l ine \ ... ").s 10,694 
thG directors n r ote to the ir l.l.gent Y1.rds or 6 . 1 mil e s. It W'1.S intended 
1:1 Novo. Scoti!!, II Wh"!t n,")B d is thnre to e xtend tho rO'ld :1bout 2 miles to 
of ou r senciing you 'J.n ~n:"in3er ·: .. hen .4.b :;rcrombic Point bllt the proposed 
you h!l.ve Mr . Cre r'".lr in the country? ext ension ~'.''1s never built . The 
Let him sU1)ervis e the cons truction.:' ";'"h '1rf -::. t 30uth Pictou U:15 1600 fee-+;; 

The buildinB of the r"lili'.'ay st ·:trt -long , 24 f '"!ct ;1ido '!nd corn.r;:.'1ndcd fJ. 

ed in t he s ~r ing of 1836 'lnd '15 it f-::.1l of 17 feet ':!bove high '.7'::.t Cl' '1t 
w:)s on 'l higher lev8l 'lnd further t he chutes . 
aW!ly from the riv~r b~nk th'ln t h e '1'h,: r c \7C r e clil., loycd on the con -
oId tro.nn'"lflY , th e l ·'1.ttt!!" continued strl.lction of t ho r1.ilw~y 262 l-:.bor -
in use until t he completion of the ;: rs "".nd drivers) 20 !:J.'1. S0rlS, 3 bl-::.ck-
ncr! locomotivf'l r'li l';1~y. The old smiths , 11 c'l r pcnters "lnd 102 hoI'SQS 
C'1.se iron r9i:" s 'ilere not strong "'nd th,:'") tot~l cost up to Ici'lrch 1st 
enough to support the '."Feight of 1839 ':7":3 ,i. 31 , 300. Tho tot 'J. l oost 
locomotives so t hG new 1i.:e ~: .~,:,:s on completion '."""· S 'lbout .-t~O,OOO . 
l'1id ~ith bul l he~ d r~ils cf m'1l1e - A p'lrt of the li~e, nC'1r the rr~~~ 



vIas conpleted in the autumn of 1838 bride of the a.overnor of the oro 
::!nd sr.ortly afterwa:.-ds three loco - vince, it b~c~"'1e known as the~ 
notives Vlere received from England . "Sride's Coach: ' . FroI:l th~t event 
Ol:e of' them , the "Sanson;! , was set anoar,:mtly arose the local tradi"': 
UD and tried out in DcceI:1ber of t'ion that if a young girl would sit 
tia.t year but they Vlere not in r e - in the couch perfectly still and 
gu lar use unt i1 the following wi thout sDcaking for twenty 'mi:mtes 
sur:uncr. George Davidson , Vlho came she would ~ be married within 9. year 
out fror:l ~L:gland to set them up, but of cou rs e a g irl who could do 
was the first enpine driver and thst would be such a rare j<mel 
later beca.I!!e l.Iechanical Suoerinten- that she woul d have no difficulty 
dent; David Floyd was the first in finding a husband anyway , The 
i'ircnan and P",tric:< Kerwin was the coach itself was but a square box 
first brakeman . T:,e bral<emen had moun'ted on four wheels and had one 
a very difficult and da~erous job comosrtI:lent of the contemporary 
as the brakes consisted only of Enpiish type ; it is re90rted to . 
short lengths of chain, attached to have been " ': legantlyll decorated In -
the frames of the wagons , with side and out but nevertheless it 
hooks at the ends of the chains obviously was nothir.g Tilore than a 
which were hooked on to the snokes crude makeshift . I't was purchased 
oj"' the wheels . As this operatton by the B'll timore and 011 io Railroad 
usually had to be done while the about 1892 and is still in the 
cars wern in !notion, Iilany a finge r 'Oossession of that conpany. 
was clipped off . The first pass - . 1:-1 lo50 the first of the :'back 
f:).<lger wa.s Y.0 rwin' s little daughter mines: ' ' .. 'as opened and a branch line 
r.:argaret j just beforp. the start of ':185 buil t from the junction at 
the trial trip, the brakeman Lourdes bac k to the D~lhousie ?it , 
snatched up his little ;i1 I , say- a di8tance of about one r:lile. Lltm 
inq: I;Uagp.ie shall have the f irst on in 1R80 this branch was extendod 
ride to Illake her remel.'1bered in the to th~ Albion Mine . 
land" T~c ::1ono,oly of the G0neral ~in -

T:le official opening of th e rail - :ng A'>soci3.tion was sbolished In 
way, \'lhich took olace on S(~utember 1856 but it ... ·'as uermitted to retai..T'l 
19th 1839, was an event that was tt7o. square miles· in Pictou. County, 
lonG re:i,:enbered. The steamboats on which th0 existing worklngs wers 
Albion a!ld !'ocahontas , ITi th lighters loce t~d , HO\,7ever, these inc lud i!1g 
in tow brought about 2000 people the Sc· .th Pictou Railroad .. mre solei. 
from :'ictou to N .... ·: Glasgow, whence in 18?2 to the H'llif.:lX Cual Cc. ,oi' 
they were taken by train to the ~'lhich Si r G~orge Elliott was presl · 
mines in coal \7agons which were dent. This company op~ned the 
t emporarily fitted up to carry pass - AlulO.:! I~'iL::'.~:., in 1880, after the ::'c
engers . This wa s followed by a par - st ruction of the Fuord Pi. t , ::!nd tl10 
ade to N,~w Glasgow and on returning bra.nch of ' thE' railway to th e "b:.;.r. i: 
to the mines I a great feast a\<;"aited m1nes,t " 'JS 03):tende<1 9.bout half a 
the @:uests and ern.ployees of the nile to thi8 new nine. 
1~ociation. A large brick oven had L: 1885 tho A~:::.dia CO~il So, I 

be~n erected, le.rgp. enough to held which had becn o::,cr~ting 3. mine at 
the carcass of an ox , which was '.'JAstv11lc since 1864 , I3.cquir~d tho 
stuffed like a turkey and roasted pr0gerties 01' thG H'.llii"~x CO:;l.Go . 
T>lhole. Men kept turn i ng it constant- and '31so the Vale Cosl ,,0 ., Fh lCh 
ly and barrels of ~e1ted butter "'rem o,!)p.rated!J. mine at Thorburn about 
used for basting. 111 add ition, 6 · T:lil:~s e9.st of Stell'J.rton. Tte 
1100 Dounds of be of and mutton and Ac~6iJ. Co. hf;l.d built J. r'J.i.lv.rny 
corres;;>ondi:1.g' quantities of oth!'):.- froM. ".'estvi :_le to Stell~I'ton, 3 . 
food were used. miles I in l 06 ? ~nd another. fran ·r;.1:~ 

A c;mall l)9.ssenp::e r coach '}113.3 b:.lilt t :) rminus of the Intercolonl'll R:n~, 
to hand10 thE! smell 'Oa:,seng~r tr~.f - '.;1.l."y '1t ?icton L<:mding to the 
fic and) bec:?use one · of the first AC'ld i·J. Comp'lny's 10:;,di:1f pior '3.t 
u.!3.ssE'nR,:crs carri::d in it ~as tl'le f..loadie :'oint, 'lbout 1 ru13 beyo: .. ~, 



a. ~d t ~..:; '!'!1<3 Conpany n'J.d built 9. from tht:! mine, dO"-:::1 ': f'J.irly steep 
r 2. i11-.":!y in l8?2 from Thorburn to hill to the s:-Jore of thc b'17{ '1:1d 
)!c':; Gl~sr~ovl . then 'lcross th ,"! s~nd b~r to the gop 

'!'he: lo~di::.g pie r '"It ;:lJ:oodic ?oint --:t Ling':m on the north side lo"!here '1 
;"!~S i'!!crc f:!cder:l th~n the I.:me ·'1 t sr.!~ll h'lrbo'lr W':!S !inda . T h \:l ninc 
SC~lt:--l ?ictou so, ~:ftQr n.bout 1885, '1nci the t r':!Tr:''1Y 7:-erc -:b'1ndoned in 
t !"1C 00'11 fro~ .... _11 of the r:i.ine s 1849 ~nd , <1XCC';)t !Jcrh~9s f or so;:-tc 
op~r:.ted by th ~1 Ac:di:l Comp'1ny r ... ~s '1!1cicnt piling ~:t the h,:ubour, it 
shi:9P'2c fron ~,Ioodie Point or ~T~.S is doubtful if :':! !lY tr'J.ces of tho 
turned over to th e Int0rcoloni .... l tr'1:r.l'.'.' 'J.Y r~m'1in . 
R'1ilri'lY '1t Stcllr>.rton or No':"! Gl'1s - · Syd:1ey Hines R ..... ili.''1Y 
gori . This line ::'s considc r-:.bly older 

The 10"I!e r 1)'1 rt of th e South th~n is gcner'111y SUP'9osed 'lnd its 
Pictou R1.t lrc),Hl , f r om Geo r ge street complr.otion \'r18 'lQ '!Grtised i n the 
to i)unb'1r Point ·, ... · ..... s dism1ntlec. soon l':OV'1 Scoti'1n on September l?th 1836 : 
~i't er~'1~rds ".nd since then only liThe line of R'lih7".Y '1t tho Sydney 
nbout 3 mil,"7s h'1ve b nen USQC; from Hines , h-:lying b ::'l cn completed froI!l 
the junction ~7ith the Intercoloni"l1 the Pits dj.reet t o the North B:r , 
R".i1.,!'lY. !H')-;,r Stell 'lrton , to Lrurdcs; yess81s C1.n now 10'1d in qll ki:lds 
from Lourdes to the ub'lc!-: min'Js, of ~'1e3.thcr, 'i/ithout ')ny rish of' 
')nd fror.l Lourdcs donn to Ge or ge St . b e in~ d~t':!ined 'lS hlJretofore - t he 
where th ere is ~ l'1r~c C0"11 poc!<et r'h'1 r f being situ~ted :."ithin thp, b ~r. 
from I.'.'''ich 100').1 deliver i es ~rc is effcctiv·;ly protected fro!!: SO'l 
::U"l d~ . srEell 'lnd thG depth of V!3.ter along -

Li!H.! S on C'"!.ue Breton Isl'1nd side is sufficinnt for vessels of 
Th·:; C'1:JG Br0 ton cO'll field \'."': s the 1 'lrgt:!st cl').ss - moori:lg buoys 

work~d iit '1 sn'lll V7 '1Y '1S e'3rly -:.s '1rc pl1.ccd 'Jt sui t:lblc dist~nce$ 
1672 1.nd in 168 7 sever 'l l experi - frc::-: the wh:!rf for the convenience 
ment: l shipme!lts 'w")re SC!lt to of vessels , :::md the re 'lrl3 berths 
Fr'lnce . The French (."'ovl)rn...."!l.e:lt fo r t hr ee vessals to lO'1d 'lt one 
ope~ed up sever'll 9i ts in 1 ?20 -:t time . The cO'll i s brought direct 
Port i\iorien 'lnd 'l little l::.tc r '1t from th e nit to th ;:? flh·:! r f, :l dis -
Gl".ce B-:lY , Sydney !'Jines '1nd Little t.,ne e of 2 - 3/4 mi les by r'lilw'J.Y :.nd 
Br'"!.s d ' Or, ~nd bec'luse of th€l un - is disch'1rgcd fror,l the w'lgons dir-
se ttl .ad times t hey ":;cr ;; fortified cctly into the h::tchw ..... ys of the 
·,'! i th blockhouses , p'1lis'":des 'lnd v c S'Sels . 500 tons C'1.n be shi'P.?cd 
trencr..es , One of these e'"!.rly Fr~nch in one d'1Y , ~nd the co".l being 
mines . the Blockhouse pit 1t Port D'1ss cd OV'1 r screens into thc ','!:!gon~. 
Morien , Vl"l.S '7Crked fr~ 1720 until is delivf.!red to t he vessr;ls free of 
1888 , In these c ~rly ;.10rkings t he sl').ck, VC5sels c~n 1 ~nd the ir b'11-
cO'll ~:r-:.s t "l.kcn fror.J. sm'l ll holes in l '! st ~nd t'1ke in t h o ir c'1rgos "l.t 
the ground or qU"l.rried from outcrops th e:- S"':J!l.C l,:"h-;, r f . 
in the cliffsj most of the co"':l so 
mined \'/'":$ used '1t Louisburg, \"hrne 
f ire ~'!ood r-!'1. S sc'":rcc ". nd eX~'0ns i v...;, 
but consider'"!.ble shiomcnts ',vere 
sent to Fr:mce ~nd to the Nc':; ~ng -
1 'l!ld 0 oloni ;~ s • 

The Gener'11 ~1ininp! Assoc i 1. ti on 
Durch'lS0d '1bout 182 ? the mining 
rights held by G. "'J . Bown 'lnd c om 
menced o"Oc r 'lt i ons first ..... t Sycney 
Mines '1bout 1827 'lnc. '1.t Er id€v:port 
in 1829 . 

Th e Bri c,q'3 Port Tr~~Y!'1;Y 
The nine '1 t Old Bridu.0oort 0:1 the 

south s i d.e of' Indi'1n B'lY·V''ls openod 
in 1829 '~nd 'J. hors ,; -oD ~r'1t ed tr":!.:n 
.. , ....... y ~ '::iout ~ miles lonp 'l{!"'..S built 

S. Cun'1rd. 1I 

3:muel Cun'lrc, the found ~ r of tho 
CU!1":. r d Line of stc'!lil.ships W'1S the n 
AR(;!nt of the Gp. nc r '1.1 I:ining Assoc 
i;tion '1no S. Cun~rd ~nd Co~p'1ny, 
r e t ..... il co~l ~arch~nts in E'1lif:x, 
r/hich h e founded 'lt t h'1 t timG, i s 
still in business . 

T!""!e r1. il'-''lY ": '"!.s in t~c n,,;turc of 
-:. humo "·'1ith th e su:-.nit lbout hr lf
'.''''.y; t h0 hOrS ,1 $ ',';;"~ re t r-;,incd tu 
h'lul t~0 10·1dod '."'lgor..s frOl'::L th C"! JTI.!..;~ 
to t h;:- sur.mi t . then jum.:? into '\ 
"d'1ndv" c '~r '!nd thl! tr'!in \'!'15 
" d i l 11cd" or co'!str!Q dO':7n to the 
pi~r " 



=,1r-""'±'!i-=S70"F,-,T"!,,,,~,, .. ~,,,'::SC'3,,,0,,,C,,,I,,A,,~,,I:,O,,,,N 
~estU:'!~s of tr,e I,Iinutes rrhe party travelled via ~:: arievil le, 

7'T.B.' U",'less 0-",.e",.v1·se ctat·od. ,· t "t An"ele Far"h'- Bec"ora' . '0 ,,_ ~ ~ ., . C"', ~ . ... GU •• , • , 

:s to b~ u~derstood that the meet - F~elighsburg , Que. and 2nosburg 
i:: gs ':!ere h!":!l d in the Gha teau de F8.1J.s I Vt. From 2 . ZO to 4. . 00 and 

:::.a.'7.ezay ;':1 ti: the P::-esident act i ng u!1oer the glli dance of General 
as che.irr.-.an . Har..age r Carson and i.~echanico.l Eng -
: :9 ~t in", J:::" :.::;y 18th : The special i::1R'3::' Hmr..m , the :.1.eI!l.c·ers thoroughly 
f2'uest of the evenin?: \':as I\Ir . E.S . M. illspeo t ed the r oundhou se, 10co 
~_~acne':J, Passenger Cer Li~hting motive r ep"l ir shop, foundry and 
3::!t:; ineer , C:=.nadian ;:acifio Railway . car e re ctiI'-lS shop, On the return 
who spoke 0:1 "The Ratlways of Ire - journey stops were made at Swanton 
land". His talk, which cons isted to examine the teminus of the 
lcrgely of re!!liniscen.::es of his St . Johnsbury anj Lake Champla in 
youth, v!as illustrated \','ith numerous Railway and on the King 3dward 
locomotive photographs and :Gla9s Hiahwav near Lanrairie to see the 
f::cm. his private collection. The ]!'ssociation's cOIi1f:1emorative pla~ue 
membe r s discussed Sl.U:lI!l~r ex cul~sion to the Chen:91ain and St. La\'rr ence 
plans and dec iced to visit the Railroad . 
Central Ver:nont shops in St .Albans , S .S. "7 ermont" Excursion of July 0: 
Vt ., on Sunciay, June 5th and on , J... party oi' nine I!l.er::.bers and three 
or about , Sunday, June 26th . to go guests in a caravan of four oars 
to Cantic , Que . to inspect the 8 .S . drove to the western shore of the 
"Vp.rI!lont U

• tllr . Terrollx , a Director, li.ichelieu River nea r ':;-antic , Q.ue., 
acted as chairman of meeting . in order to examine t he hull of tre 
;:IF~etinp.: of June 8th : After sone S . 3 ." Ver!:.ont" . The narty , acco!U -
discussion, tr.e nembers decided panied by two amateur divers , chose 
upon certain chani!es i:1 the Assoc- a c'3..t'lus ite near the Will is IIor:r.e -
ietton's policy in regarc t o l'Jotor - stead~ The r e they we r e joined "oy 
car excur s i Ons , fi r st , that hence - l.'~r . D .. (.Loomis , General ::!angger , 
f o r th such excursions would be for L .. ke George 5 teaoboat Co. and by 
cenbers or ;>ersons acco:::panied by Mr . Beauchemin and another dredgi!'.g 
members only; seco nd, t hat expenses engineer of the Depar tment of Pub-
"lould be sharee. equally by driver lic \'lorks . With the help of the 
a::d passengers " Pl ans for a n:.otor - engineers the wreck was soon locat-
car ex-curs ion to inspect the hull ed and with the helD of the divers 
of the 5 .5. "Verr:lont" on the first thrRe ribs or pieces of' ribs were 
S11nday in .July and for a raih':ay dislodged and brought to tr.e sur -
ey.curs:on to inslJect the shoos 01' face . One was donated to L1r . ~o o!":i. is 
the Quebec Central Rai l Vlay at Sher- I3.nd is nov, i.n the Fleminp: Huseutl 
brooke one sunday in AUGust were of the University of Ve rmont, one 
discussed. to ~Jr . D-3auchemin and one r em'3.ins 

~eoo=ts of 3xcursions 
St . Albans -=':;':cursion of' June 5th : 
ileven menbers of the Association 
end two guests in four autow::Jbiles 
took part in a 150-oi1e trip to St . 
Albans, Vt . I to i~spect the shops 
of' the Cent r al Ver:nont Ra ilway . 

in the possession of the Associa 
tion , 

"The lilontre9.1 Gazette!! of July 4 
carried a full account of this 
excursion . In the correspondence 
colunns of the same paper dur ing 
the following weeks ~r . W .A. L . 3tyles 
of IAont r eal took vi:>lent exceDtion 
to certai n of the Associaticn's 
sta tenen ts , 


