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THE LAST BI:IOAD GAUGE 

The "Ottawa " i n i t s declining yea r s . vlhen scrapped 
i n 1914, a t the age of fift y-eight , i t carried t he 
di stinction of be i ng Canada' s l a s t 'Birkenhead'. 

by Robert R. Brown  
Sinc e t he dawn of Canad i an history t he Ot t awa 

Rive r has been one of t he principa l highway s to 
t he i nt er ior . The ea rly fu r traders fo und it a 
conven i ent and re lativel y ea sy rout e to the f a r 
Nor t hwes t ; la te r, fo r many years during the Nin e-
teenth Cen t ur y , gr eat r a f t s of timbe r were f loate d 
do wn the rive r des tined fo r t he coves a t Quebec, 
and expo rt t o England . Regul a r passenger s ervice 
be ga n i n 1841 when H.& S. Jones or gani zed a steam-
bo at line wh ich i n t i me became known a s t he Ot t a wa 
Steame r s Company . Event ually , i t was r e placed by 
the Ot t awa Ri ver Naviga t ion Company , organi ze d by 
Capta i n R. W. Shepherd . 

Wh i l e there were long stre t ches of calm wat er 
i n the Ot t awa Riv er , nav igat ion was impeded by 
r a pids a t St e . Anne de Bel l evue and at Vaudr eu i l , 
a nd by a s eries of r a pids extending a bou t twe lve 
mi les from Ca r i l l on t o Grenvi l l e . The old l ocks 
between those poi nts were i nt ended f or ba rges an d 
t hey wer e t oo sma l l to accomodat e t he l a rge 
steamboats whi ch t hen oper ated a bove and be low t he 
r a pids . Cons equent ly , passengers f rom Mont r ea l to 
Bytown had to t ake one s t eamer f r om Lach i ne t o 
Ca r i l l on , cros s the portage in a s tage coa ch over 
exe cr a bl e r oads, and then take anothe r s t eamer 
f r om Grenvi lle to Bytown . 

Even before ther e wa s a regular steamboa t 
s ervi ce, t her e was talk of bu i ld ing a por tage 
railway and, on July 26 , 1840 a char te r was grant -
ed t o the Upper and Lower Ot tawa Railway . This 
chart er l apsed and s ev en yea rs later, on June 24, 
1847 , the Car i l lon & Gr enville Railway was cha rt -
e red but i t, t oo , fai l ed to mate r i alize . Then , a 
mo r e ambitious pr oj ect dev eloped . At mid- century, 
Canada was in t he mi ds t of a ra i l way man i a and the 
n ews pa per s were f illed with d i scus s ions , mos tly by 
pe ople who knew litt le or nothing ab out railways . 
The "Railway to the Sea" (Saint Lawr en ce & Atlant -
i c ) was nearly half f in i s hed an d publ ic a ttention 
wa s f ocussed on a pr opos ed l i ne whi ch was to r un 
we s tward f r om Mont r ea l t o t he navigable waters of 
Lake Ont ar i o and to servi ce t he many t owns in Can -
a da West (Ontar io) . The proposed "grand trunk " 
line was to f ollow the Sa int Lawrence River from 
Mo nt real to King ston an d eventually to Tor onto . 
Ma ny Canadi ans , r emembering 1812-14 , tho ught t hat 
t h i s r oute woul d be t oo vu lne r able in cas e of hos -
t i l it i es wi t h the United States and that it woul d 
b e much sa f er t o ha ve the r ai lway locat ed up t he 
Ot t awa vall ey t o Byt own, and then parallel t he 
Rideau Canal t o Kings t on . 

When i t lias Lea r-ned de f i ni tely ' ) 1'1 r the Grand 
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THE LAST Bt:lOAD GAUGE 

The "Ottawa" in its declining years. \'lhen scrapped 
in 1914, a t the age of fift y- eight, it carried the 
distinction of being Canada's last 'Birkenhead'. 

by Robert R. Brown 

Since the dawn of Canadian histo r y the Ottawa 
Rive r ha s been one of the principal highways to 
the interior. The early fur t rade r s found it a 
conven ient and relatively easy route to the far 
Northwest ; later, fo r many years during the Nine
teenth Century, gr eat rafts of timbe r were f l oate d 
down the river destined fo r the cove s a t Quebec, 
and export to England . Regular passenger servi ce 
began in 1841 when H. & S . Jones or ganized a steam
boat line which in t ime became known as the Ottawa 
Steamers Company . Eventually, it was replaced by 
the Ottawa River Navigation Company , organ ized by 
Captain R. W. Shepherd . 

While there were long stretches of calm water 
i n the Ottawa River , navigation was impeded by 
rapids at Ste . Anne de Bellevue and at Vaudreuil, 
and by a series of rapids extending about twelve 
miles from Carillon to Grenville . The old locks 
between those po ints were intended for barges and 
they were too small to accomodate the large 
steamboats which then operated a bove and below the 
rapids . Consequent l y , passengers from Montreal to 
By town had to take one s teamer from Lachine to 
Cari llon, cross the por age in a stagecoach over 
exec r able r oads , and then take another steamer 
from Grenv ill e to By town . 

Even before there was a regular steamboat 
service, there was talk of building a portage 
railway and , on July 26, 1840 a charter was grant 
ed to the Upper and Lower Ottawa Railway. This 
charter l a psed and seven years later, on June 24, 
1847, the Carillon & Grenville Railway was char t 
e r ed but it, too , failed to materialize . Then , a 
more ambitious project developed . At mid- century, 
Canada was in t he midst of a ra ilwa y mania and the 
newspa pers we re filled with di scussions, mostly by 
people who knew little or nothing about railways . 
The "Railway to the Sea" (Saint Lawrence & At lant
ic ) was nearly ha lf finished and public attention 
was focussed on a pr opo sed line which was to r un 
westward f rom Montreal to the navigable waters of 
La ke Ontario and to service the many towns in Can
ada West (Ontario). The proposed "grand trunk" 
line was to follow the Saint Lawrence River from 
Montreal to Kingston and eventually to Toronto . 
Many Canadians, remembering 1812- 14 , thought that 
th is route would be too vulnerable in case of hos 
tilities with the United States and that it would 
be much safer to have the railway located up the 
Ottawa valley to By town , and then parallel the 
Rideau Canal to Kingston . 

Wh en it lias lear:1ed definitely ;, f-i3T. the Grand 
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\1854- - MONfREAL I.  RY. (CIlRILLOri f. GRENVILLI. R'f) BOllI - IIEAVY LINE CARILLOt{ 106RENVllLE.  ::1901 - GREAT rtOR1\lERN RY. OF CANADA BUILT lllROUGll lAOI\TTE TO HAWKESBURY CROSSINli- C.SG. AT "Boo.  
1910 - C.  G, OPERIl.TION DISCONTINUED - DI5MANTLED IN 191\.  
1911 - CANADIAN NORlliERN RY. BUILT GRE.NVILLE. TO MOJI/TRLAL. c.sc . RoADBED PURCHASED  

AND NE1J STANDARD GAUGE LINE. BUILTON c .se. ROADBED fROM ' 'C" TO "F" AriD "A" TO GRENVILLE.. 
1919 - CAtiADIAN   BUill "D" TO"E" - 1.1 MILE.5 AND ABoANDONE.O LINE "E" TO "BOO - 4 .98 MILES. 
1940 - LINE ABANDONE.D lllRO\J6H LACIIUlt TO POINT"D" (CUStlING JeT.). 
1953 -6HENVILLE SPUR FROM"f. lllROUGH "A" 10 GRENVILLE TO'tIN ABANDONED. 
195+ - SECTION ' C TO "f"ONLY PORTION OF   IN USE. 

MONTREAL &. BYTOWN RY" - PROJECTE.D ROUTt. 
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1854 - MONTREAL" 8YTO\lN RY. (CARILLON &. GRENVILLI. R'f) BOlLI -IIEAVY LINE CA~ILLOt{ 10 6RENVILlE. 

1901 - GREAHolffitE.IIN RY. Of (ANAllA BUILT llIROUGf1 lAOI\TTE TO HAWKESBURY CROSSINCf C.SG. AT'S". 

1910 - c.!. G. OPERIXTION DISCONTINUED - DI5MANTLED IN 1911. 

1911 - CANADIAN NORnI~RN RY. BUILT GROlViLLE. TO MOtm?EAL. c.~G . RoADBED PURCHASED 

E 

AIID NEtJ .5TANDARD GAUGE. LINE BUILT O~ C.&6. ROAD BEll fROM "C" To UF" AliI> "A·' TO GRENVILLE. 

1919 - CAIiADIAN NORn\ER~ R'i. BUill "0" TO "E" - 1.1 MILE.5 AND AeoANDONE.D LINE "E" TO 'I~" - 4.96 MILES. 

1940 - LINE ABAI-lDONE.D llIROU6\t LACIIUTE TO POINT "D' (CUSliING JeT.). 
1953 -~ENVILLE SPUR FROM "B" THROUiiH "A" TO GRENVILLE TO'tJN ABANDONED. 

195+-SEcnON 'CTO "f'ONLY PORTION OF C.~G.snLL IN USE. 

MONTREAL & BYTOWN RYe - PROJECTE.D ROUTt. 
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.r-  Th E.; f irs t l o co motiv e was the "Ot t a wa I' bu i l t ( IROLLIlJ G STOCK :  i n l 8 5h by Kinmond Broth8rs of Ho n t riJal. . I t 

was h-h-O type , with 1 5x 24 i l cyli nd e r s a n d 
69" dT ivers . B.qdly dam aged wh0n t h e C" r illon 

   hous e was bur n e d in 1895 , i t wa s not r-c pa Lr-cd a n d was br ok en 
u p a f ew y e ars l a t clr. 

The "Cr-cnv i.Ll,e II was built i n 1 8 59 by Dan , C. Gu nn o f Harn i.Lt on , 
C. W. It was 1+- 4- 0 type wi t h 1 2x 13 11 cyl i nd ers a nd 5T ' dr- Lvo r s . I ts 
l e a d i n g whe oLs did n ot sw i vel but were r ip-idly at .ta ch e d to t he 
main f'r a me , I t was in r evular s erv i ce u ntil Se pt. emb or' 1 910. 

The "F'i r-of'Ly " was a v e r y sma LL 0-4-0 i n s pe c t i on ;;n[." i n8 , with 
2 n upright bo iler ; i t was no t much bigger t h a n a handcar. It  
ac quired in 1 j 67 and scrapped in 18BO and i t must    be8n a u s e-
l e s s p i ec e of cqu f.pment , I t could n o t pul l a n yth i ng .m d presumably 
was u sed to ca rry dist inguished pa s s e ng e r s   of the r 2gula r 
t r a i n. 

'I'he "Car i.Ll.o n if was a B'i r-k onhead buil t about 1 8 56 by Pe t.o & Co. 
Canada Hor k s , Birke nhea d , England . It wa s pur-chc.s e d from t h e Grand 
Trunk Ra ilway a bo u t 1870 . 0ri[in a l l y 2-4-0 , i t was convert ed to 
4- 4- 0 t y pe in 1 8 5$- 59 . I t had     cy lin d e r s and 60 11 dr ivers . 
Aft e r t h e Kinmon d "Ottawa i l was retired i n 1$9 5, the " Car-i.Ll.on 11 

vi C,S r ena me d "Ot. t a wa " and i t continued runn ing unti l 1 910. 

Th e origina l cars, buil t i n 1 854 pr o ba bly by Mc Le a n a nd Wright 
of Ivlont r e a l , cont inued i n u s e unt il 1910. About 18 58; one pas s e ri-
[ c::r ca r- and one pl atform car: we r e convert ed into 'ba g[;age cars , 

Io'o r many y ears the road was " owned il by J ohn Hel.s cy , who f'un c-
t Lo nud a s Gd ls ra l Ula na.r e r , Supo r-L rrt.end e nt , Mas t e r Me chand c , Road 

d h]In  J-   a n cng l. ne dr· r l v e r . i I ' 18 was one 0 f tllosh e 0 I ' n , . . mecQ-I aSnlonOd -
2.ni.r; :: l [ '2 11 i use s who , wi th a h arnne r , a co ld ch is e l and a fil e , 
cc uLd almost build <l lo como t i v e . He wa s we ll-known at t h e GTR 1 s 
Fo i n t e ,st . Cha r-Le s s hops , whi.ch he v i s i t e d t wo or thre e tin es a 
y G.'lr to " bo r-r-ow" s a l vage pa rts from s cr-apped Lo comot.Lve s t o be u s cd 
t o L,.!c T' h i.s ov.n enci.ne s i n r-unn i.n n order . 
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Ths fir st locomotive was the tlOttawa\! built 
in l S54 by Kinmond Brothers of Montr~al . It 
was 4-4-0 typ8, with 15x24 11 cylinders 2nd 
69\1 dTive r s . B.qdly damaged wh,-,n t h e C"rillon 

8:1f"ine house was burned in 1895 , it was not r opair ed and was broken 
up a few ye ars lat~ r. 

I ROLLIlJ G STOCK 
1 

The "Gr enville \I viaS builtin 1859 by D,:m. C. Gunn of Hp.mil ton, 
C. W. It was 1+-4-0 type with 12xljYl cylinders and 5T' drivers. Its 
l Lading whea l s did not swivel but were rifidly at t a che d to the 
main frc.[18. It w.e..s in revular service unt il Scptcmb c, r 1910. 

The IiFirofly" vms a very s lJ.all 0-4-0 inspection ,;n[" ine, with 
2n upright bo iler; it was not much bigger than a handcar. It w~s 
acquire d in I d67 and scrapped in 18g0 and it must h~ve be 8n a use
l ess p i e ce of eqUipment . It could not pull a nything- ;:~nd presumably 
wa s used to carry distingui shed passengers ah ~ad of the r 2gul&r 
train . 

'l'he ilCarillon if was a Birkenhcad built -3.bout 1856 by Peto & Co. 
Canada Horks , Bi rkenhead, England. It vms purch.:',sed from the Grand 
Trunk ilailway about 1870. 0ririnally 2-4-0, it was converted to 
4- 4- 0 type in 1858- 59. It had It):c20 11 cylinders and 60 11 drivers. 
lift e r thE; Kinmond "Ottawa il was retired in 1895 , the !YCarillon f? 

ViC, S rename d "Ottawa ll and it continued running until 1910. 

The original cars , buil t i n 1854 probably by McLe an and Wr ight 
of Ivlontreal , cont i nued in u se until 1910 . About 185 8 ; one passen
f.c::r cG.r and orl(; platform C [~r were converted into bagGage C2.rs. 

For many ye.3.rs the road was "owned II by Jo hn He.Isey, who func
tioned a s G~nsral Manar er , Sup8rintendent, Mast ur ~lechani c, Road 
Ma~tur a nd eng i n e driver. He was one of thos e o l d - fash i oned mech
a n i,8 :.:1 [.'211ius e s who , with a h?lmner , a col d chisGl and a file, 
CGu,l d almost build a locomotive. He wa s well-known at the GTR ' S 

Fointc .s t . Ch2,r l es shops , vvhich he visited two or thre e tir.18s a 
YG ,'l r to I1 borro'iv il salvage parts from scr2,pped l ocomoti'.rs s to be u3 s d 
t o ;'J !L' _T' his o\;n encine s i n run~1inp; order. 
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