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THE LAST BI:IOAD GAUGE 

The "Ottawa " i n i t s declining yea r s . vlhen scrapped 
i n 1914, a t the age of fift y-eight , i t carried t he 
di stinction of be i ng Canada' s l a s t 'Birkenhead'. 

by Robert R. Brown  
Sinc e t he dawn of Canad i an history t he Ot t awa 

Rive r has been one of t he principa l highway s to 
t he i nt er ior . The ea rly fu r traders fo und it a 
conven i ent and re lativel y ea sy rout e to the f a r 
Nor t hwes t ; la te r, fo r many years during the Nin e-
teenth Cen t ur y , gr eat r a f t s of timbe r were f loate d 
do wn the rive r des tined fo r t he coves a t Quebec, 
and expo rt t o England . Regul a r passenger s ervice 
be ga n i n 1841 when H.& S. Jones or gani zed a steam-
bo at line wh ich i n t i me became known a s t he Ot t a wa 
Steame r s Company . Event ually , i t was r e placed by 
the Ot t awa Ri ver Naviga t ion Company , organi ze d by 
Capta i n R. W. Shepherd . 

Wh i l e there were long stre t ches of calm wat er 
i n the Ot t awa Riv er , nav igat ion was impeded by 
r a pids a t St e . Anne de Bel l evue and at Vaudr eu i l , 
a nd by a s eries of r a pids extending a bou t twe lve 
mi les from Ca r i l l on t o Grenvi l l e . The old l ocks 
between those poi nts were i nt ended f or ba rges an d 
t hey wer e t oo sma l l to accomodat e t he l a rge 
steamboats whi ch t hen oper ated a bove and be low t he 
r a pids . Cons equent ly , passengers f rom Mont r ea l to 
Bytown had to t ake one s t eamer f r om Lach i ne t o 
Ca r i l l on , cros s the portage in a s tage coa ch over 
exe cr a bl e r oads, and then take anothe r s t eamer 
f r om Grenvi lle to Bytown . 

Even before ther e wa s a regular steamboa t 
s ervi ce, t her e was talk of bu i ld ing a por tage 
railway and, on July 26 , 1840 a char te r was grant -
ed t o the Upper and Lower Ot tawa Railway . This 
chart er l apsed and s ev en yea rs later, on June 24, 
1847 , the Car i l lon & Gr enville Railway was cha rt -
e red but i t, t oo , fai l ed to mate r i alize . Then , a 
mo r e ambitious pr oj ect dev eloped . At mid- century, 
Canada was in t he mi ds t of a ra i l way man i a and the 
n ews pa per s were f illed with d i scus s ions , mos tly by 
pe ople who knew litt le or nothing ab out railways . 
The "Railway to the Sea" (Saint Lawr en ce & Atlant -
i c ) was nearly half f in i s hed an d publ ic a ttention 
wa s f ocussed on a pr opos ed l i ne whi ch was to r un 
we s tward f r om Mont r ea l t o t he navigable waters of 
Lake Ont ar i o and to servi ce t he many t owns in Can -
a da West (Ontar io) . The proposed "grand trunk " 
line was to f ollow the Sa int Lawrence River from 
Mo nt real to King ston an d eventually to Tor onto . 
Ma ny Canadi ans , r emembering 1812-14 , tho ught t hat 
t h i s r oute woul d be t oo vu lne r able in cas e of hos -
t i l it i es wi t h the United States and that it woul d 
b e much sa f er t o ha ve the r ai lway locat ed up t he 
Ot t awa vall ey t o Byt own, and then parallel t he 
Rideau Canal t o Kings t on . 

When i t lias Lea r-ned de f i ni tely ' ) 1'1 r the Grand 
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in 1914, a t the age of fift y- eight, it carried the 
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by Robert R. Brown 

Since the dawn of Canadian histo r y the Ottawa 
Rive r ha s been one of the principal highways to 
the interior. The early fur t rade r s found it a 
conven ient and relatively easy route to the far 
Northwest ; later, fo r many years during the Nine­
teenth Century, gr eat rafts of timbe r were f l oate d 
down the river destined fo r the cove s a t Quebec, 
and export to England . Regular passenger servi ce 
began in 1841 when H. & S . Jones or ganized a steam­
boat line which in t ime became known as the Ottawa 
Steamers Company . Eventually, it was replaced by 
the Ottawa River Navigation Company , organ ized by 
Captain R. W. Shepherd . 

While there were long stretches of calm water 
i n the Ottawa River , navigation was impeded by 
rapids at Ste . Anne de Bellevue and at Vaudreuil, 
and by a series of rapids extending about twelve 
miles from Carillon to Grenville . The old locks 
between those po ints were intended for barges and 
they were too small to accomodate the large 
steamboats which then operated a bove and below the 
rapids . Consequent l y , passengers from Montreal to 
By town had to take one s teamer from Lachine to 
Cari llon, cross the por age in a stagecoach over 
exec r able r oads , and then take another steamer 
from Grenv ill e to By town . 

Even before there was a regular steamboat 
service, there was talk of building a portage 
railway and , on July 26, 1840 a charter was grant ­
ed to the Upper and Lower Ottawa Railway. This 
charter l a psed and seven years later, on June 24, 
1847, the Carillon & Grenville Railway was char t ­
e r ed but it, too , failed to materialize . Then , a 
more ambitious project developed . At mid- century, 
Canada was in t he midst of a ra ilwa y mania and the 
newspa pers we re filled with di scussions, mostly by 
people who knew little or nothing about railways . 
The "Railway to the Sea" (Saint Lawrence & At lant­
ic ) was nearly ha lf finished and public attention 
was focussed on a pr opo sed line which was to r un 
westward f rom Montreal to the navigable waters of 
La ke Ontario and to service the many towns in Can­
ada West (Ontario). The proposed "grand trunk" 
line was to follow the Saint Lawrence River from 
Montreal to Kingston and eventually to Toronto . 
Many Canadians, remembering 1812- 14 , thought that 
th is route would be too vulnerable in case of hos ­
tilities with the United States and that it would 
be much safer to have the railway located up the 
Ottawa valley to By town , and then parallel the 
Rideau Canal to Kingston . 

Wh en it lias lear:1ed definitely ;, f-i3T. the Grand 
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ected   system  of  railways  to  be  known  as  the   "Gr`eat  ï`Jtontreal1
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Tr`unk  Rsilway  had  decided  to  follow  the  rivert'oute,   an  influential
__1
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and
&  Bytown  Railway,   the   Br`ockville  and  Ütt,awa  ï'iailway,   and,   to   tap
the   ï-esour`ces  of  t,he  upper.  Üttawa  val.1ey,   there  was  to  be  a  branch
line   operated  by  Jûhe   Bytown  sc  Pembroke  Railway.

It  wa.s  to  have  been  a  very  stylish  affair,   too.     Ijike  the
ear`1ier  Canter.bury  &  Ti/r',Jhitstable  Railway  in  Ï,lngland,   the  directors
believed  that   a   cc)uple  of  tunnels  woulci  make   their  line  much  mor`e
Liter`esting  and  so   they  decided  to  have  one   in  Ïunlontr.eal,   ancl  anl
c>t,her  in  Brockville  --  utte]..1y  unnecessar`y  and   expensive  to  build
but  the  direct,or`s  were  like   childr`en  wanting  a  new  tc)y,   they  just
had  to  have  their  tunnels.     The  one  in  Brockville  was  built  ancï  .it
ï.sTstill  u.secï  c>cca.sionally  but  fortunately  the  one  in  Montr'eal  never`
materialized.

By  the  terms  of  the   charter',   g.ranted  in  August  1853,   the  Mon-
troal  &,  Bytown  Railway  was  to  start  from  a  station  in  Moritr`eal  in
Commissioner`s   Stï.'eet,   at  the  foot   of  Jacques   Cartier  Square;   then
€Jœ   through  a  tunnel  under`  l¢ot,re   Dame   Str`eet  and  then  east  of ,   and

ÏÎ::i.1â5o:3 ,fî%:nlçuËâ::â  Î:::e:is:ooËh?i::ËçÏ  ËÊïâ-::'. ( pg::s#:g)the
it  w`ould  then  pass  thr.ough  5aint  Mar.tin,   Saint  Ëustache,   Belle  Riv-
iere,   Saint  Andrews,   Carillon,   Gr`enville  and  Hull,   finally  cr`ossing
th€3  0ttawa  Rivcr  just  above  the   Chaudiere  Falls.     At  this  point  it
would  effect  a   junction  with  t,he   Br`ockv]..1le  &  Ottawa  Railway  in  the
vi].1age  of  Bytovm,   where   Bïîoad  Str`eet   station  was  built  a  few  year`s
later.       In  acLdition  +,o  t,he  rnain  line,   ther.e  were  to  be  two   cheaply-
constructed  br`anch  lines  with  v.Ïood  and  strap  irc)n  rails  fr.om  Belle
Riviere  to   Saiiit,   Jerome  and  to  Lachute.

Canada  had  just  completed  a  vast  network  of  canals  at  a  cost
of  about   ù>200,000,000,   an  enormous   sum  for`  an  impecunious   pr`ovince.
Thcr`e  was  practically  no  venture   capit,al  a.vailable  in  the  country.
Ùonsequently,   the   Company  had  to   submit   to  the   common  but  ver`y
iniquitous  practiue,   wher`eby  the   contractor,   usually  a  tr`ans-Atlan-
t,:.Lc  tr`ünsierit  or`  a  southci.n  entrepreneur,   nc]t  only  built  the  rail-
way,   but  also  found  the  necessary  capital,  usually  thr`ough  the   sale
o±`   bc)nds   issued  by  the  r`ailway  Company.     A   contractor  who   could
riot  mLtke  a  prof it  at  least  four  ways  on  such  a  deal  was  a  dullard
indeed.

NovemË:rl;fâ :   .:ÊIËÎ:ds¥k:gàt:.gcîh:,ÎfÈe:Ëè  pcÆgg:r:ËË  gcoB;Î3#Râ#*a;î
lle  also   contractcd  with  the  Brockville  &  Ottawa  R,3.ilway  and  the
Sc?\int   Andrews   8r.  Quebe,c   j.`iailway,   doi`j.\m   in   New  Brunswick,    causing   one
to  wonder  if  he  had  visiÈns  of  a  t,r.unk  line  from  the  Bay  of  Fundy
to   the   Great   Lakesa     Quien   scti.be   ?     These   contr`acts  wer`e  made   under`

#Î,hnfïlil:  ËîlgÊ|:cÏ¥k`iTÎ|g|Ci.:_Îmîf|âys:Ëàeïeaâ3o:ifîrgîcàrîegaâ:3::â:È?  of
Manchcster,   and  subs`equontly  carried  on  business` under  the  name
Sykes,   deBergue  &  Company,   whicl'i  later   ct`iused   somë   confusion.   James
£;ykes  i.\Jas   an   experienccd   en€:ineer  and   contr`actoi-,   his   brothers  wer`e
compet,ent  field  super`intendents  and  DeBergue  was  the  financial
backer`  of  the   fir`m.

tà`-va  Vaiiey  Trunk  rjineï'.        it  was   to   comprise  the  f`iontr'eai
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No   sur`veys   hcid  yet   been  made   ancl   ex€`~ct   distanccs  were   not
known   but,   by  the   ter`ms   of  the   cc>ntract,   Sykes,   ï)eBergue  &  Co.
were   t.o   r`ecc`;ive,   for  110  miles   of  main  line   and   23  miles   of  tr`amway
the   s.mi  of  £770,000  stg.,   and  in  the   event   of  the  wor'k  exceeding

Îè:7,;5:,5  :Ëf:. :sËÈ:aüfnî-Îelc:Ïg:Ï:àsgh::  #:  Î3ÏËrîf-à::sa:3uÈË,;88eÈïâ. ,

€à:tmÈÈ:  f:;u;Ïtï:nÈ:Ïg:,Ë  :Iïe t:âËvnvaïines#`ÎË3u3:tlîèilvîïîeg?e:Î%ing
a   surrJius  of  gè=  miies  at   £6,5oo  or`  a  totai,   inciuding  the   tr`amways

50   (!;4,,042,305.00):     Deducting  from  this   the   cost   of   23

88?`g3Ï;91o)
tr'a.mwajr  at.£l,200  per.  mile   leaves   the   sum  ofmil 0

(\t}3,808,170.00)-for`  main  lirie   only,   at   a  rate   of   £6,73
per  mile.        The   contr.actors  wer`e   tô   receive   some   cash,   appr`oximateù
ly  qpl00,000  and,   for  thf..   balance,   wer`e  to  r'eceive  twenty-year  6¢
boncïs   issued  by   bhe   railway  company.     The   contr`actor`s   sold  these
boncl.s   in  JLngland  &s  best  they   could  and  the   subsequent   lc)sS   of  the
money,   due  to  the  lack  of  adequate  banking  facilities,   brought  the
project  to  a.n  untimely  end.

As   requir`ed  by  law,   the  gauge  of  the   r`ailway  was   5'6",   then
the  standar`d  gauge  in  Canada;     the  tr.ack  was  to  be  of  the  ver¥

pounds  to
the  whole

1ine`were  riiaLde  arid  a   large   sawriill  was   erected  at   Saint  Andrews  to
supr)1y  lui'iibtjr  for  the  railway.

To   mect  ,an  urgent   public  demand,   t,he   company  decided  to   com-
r>1ete  f'irst  the   sect,ion` between  Carillon  and  Grenville  and  thus

Î|:~:ïi:Î:Î_tàv::1.Îolïiï::g`:r::;Îl:r;Îs::v:c:::ÎâîïÊ!:Ï::ÎÏÎÎ!ËÎ::âïîïffîî:g,
t,iLmo   Ji-,hat   day,   but   some   ballasting  rcmained   tœ   be   done.     On  Decem-
ber  lst,   the   coi'iipleted  sc;ction  and  the  rolling  stock  supplied  by
the   contractor'  ---   comprising  one   locomotive  and  tender,   two  fir`St
cl'ass   coaches,   four`   second   class   coaches,   two  box   cars  and  four`  pla,t-

::rïrf:|:ria|:â'-;nwIÊc:;Ï3ÈÈïcÏ3g5?VË;:ongÏâr:âîlgggdc:Ï€Îgxtcî:rËtËËÈstfgs
t i- a n s f e r .

of  sh:::scÎÏp8:XaËâda:âïs:Î  ÎËÎ::x£g3?,àï. 3àogà3o3e:Ër:ÏÎËeàh3v:Î1:o
the   contr,:-ictor`,   cind  spt3nt   on  the   construction  of  the   line.     This

ft::ÏË::.Î  ioB#g=|  Ëziî:Zio:age:nrii|à:  ÎËdtÈ:  #Ë:Ègr;pgîaËo:gÊtA+::Îican
ï`L :..L.ï,r+ys   in  that   its  actual   cost   was  much  less   than  the   estimatcs.

:i\:, r,+.|:-::Ë  gf  €Ë:  r#àc:af:â , f::wÎÏ:)riiËâîï@Îî:à;  ;âïaÈ:Êdb::Eai.`Ëi'înËor.
Ï'c.~rly   in  D+uccmber,   18`54,   James   Sykes  went   to   England   to   raise•f.`iii,`',.s   f.or`   thc   sevcr.al   cont,racts   he  had   in   pr`ogress.      His   missior`.

5i,.{:,jcssful,   he   r`etur`ned  tœ   Canada   in  the   spring  with  a  laï.ge   s'jim  of
jiLtîiif3`j-.      This   included   ±50,000  which  had  been  raised   by  the   sa`le   of
tf)..irLs   of   thü  i\'ïonJûr`c`;a.1  &  Bytown   ±`Lai.lway   and   this   moncy   was   urgently
n€u3..;.ed   to   p,-:.iy  outst{,mding  accounts   and  to   pay  off   sub-con`tr`actors.
U+`i.t.`'jrtLi..natcly,   thcr`c   occurred  one   of  those   disaster`s  which   change
tïic3   cour`se  of  history;   ncar.ing  Por`tland,   Maine,   ther`e  was  a  terrific

best   quality  ùith  v,rrought   ir`on  r'a.ils  of  the   7'Ut  fo
i.-.li(j   yardo     Work  was   commenced   irnmediately,   surveys
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st,omi,   the  ship  fc)under.ed  and  all  on  board  wer`e  lost.     The  rail-
Tv`Ï€`.y   compa'Liy   found   itself   in   a  very  unfortu.nate   positic>n;   its
(3_T.edit   was   so  muc.h   iriipair`ed   by  the   loss   of  the   £50,000  that   it
c`J`|ild  not   r.aise  irioney  by  other  means   and   coulcl  not  meet   the   con-
i=.i`J.actors   demands   for`   funds.      The   contractoï`,   too,   was   in  a  ver.y
Fjiï[`ar`assing   position,   beiiig  uria.ble   to   cover.  his   p`-?.yr`olls   and   pay
.ï.'iJÏ.1arid  arid  mater`ial   already  used;   the   sub-cc>ntractors   also   lc>st
h``i3èivily.          The  i-iioney  which  would  have   prevented   this  unhappy
ccH'ic3.ition  lay  on  the   bottom  of  the   Atlantic   Ocean.

At  this   critical  junctur`e,   Char'les  deBergue  withdrew  from  the

:g;:::::àlàpoînîi:3ÎïilÈJÎ::ig|ïtsï5e:sg:Ëgç  h5:sÎ::utsitïsî , lîâg; '  he
t,ook   possessioii  of  .bhe  railway  ancl  the   rolling   stock  and   eommenced
to   oper`ate   the   r.c>ad   for`  his   own  benefit.     However`,   he  was   not
l.eft   lon{'_~i   in  undisputed   possession,   th.e.    railw-ay  company  took
Legal  action  and  on  Seïjtember`   2lst,   the   Super`ior`  Court   issued  a
l',7rit  of  Attachment  and  Saisie  Revendication.       Robert  Stuar't,   a

5':i,ÈÈÏËfe:f25àlâ  grïge5à:rï, cîg;5 ;  g:Ë:eËptË:  Î3::à::Ïv:ngnËe:g:::
put  them  in  the   sheds  at   Car.illon  and  appoint,ed  Ja.mes  Barclay  as
`r:uardian.           The  r`ailway   company  was   bankr`upt,   and   so  too  Was
James   Sykes  &  Con.ipany,   so  William  and   Samuel   Sykes   abandoned  the
p+roject   and  inoved   to  rj.Tor`onto   where   they  wer.e   employed  for  many
yeaiïs   in  James   Good's   founclry`and  ma.chine   shop.

For  ne
idle'   but  in  1
t`liir+s   of   Ottawa

the   cou_rt  t,urned   it  over  in  tr`ust  to  the  T;'iJar.-
Argenteuil   Counties,   and  opeï-ation  was  r`esumed.

following.:  the  seizure,   the  railway  la'jr

Meanwhile,   the  bondholders   in  J.hgland.  had  been  getting  r`est-

i`,:",:ïS.s?ecËgË:  :f .#:  gîÊÎ:::  ïi£i:Ëeh:3y:Ë::Ë  ::|ànÈîr8-Îàa3:, tËc:d
beci~i  paiü  up  in  full  and  legal  action  was  taken  by  the  bondholders
+  ,\       .L  _,_`.-_      J_  _         r,  _tt`   +,ry  to  force  the   sharehoi'ders  to  pay  u
`,``t_    __    ___i           1      ®sL`.i`,i`scriptic>ns.      Failir_ig   in   this,   the+bônd

en  etat  de  disconfituie",   but,   the  lega
1    Jl_    _.                            1                  1           1

the  balance  of  their.
lders  sought  to  take__       -_   --       '-_  _`¢:::>-_ `.       `, _        `.`^-`c>ssessiori  of  the  rç)qdï   claiming  the   Company  was   insolvent   aj.id

\  t-         ,\1.   _  J_         _1    _            1.

__       _    _   _           _   ___`r`__J   ,       `._``,      -,`~,\-L   \J     \JL  \+-L  -\^t,hat  c)n  Januciry   5th,   1859,   the  railway  be   sold  by  the  Sher`iff
and  the  proceeds  be  divided  equitably  among  the  var`ious   claimants.

be en  :Îo,ÎÈltiË5àiôoga#uîeâgrgaÈgàntïÊr::ÎËu:ft:Ï:  :ÈnÊhïgu:gmËÎX:d
impa.id.     The  road  was  bought   by  John  J.C.   Abbott,   solicitor  for
the  old  Company,   and  a  few  associates,   for  the   insignificant   si.m
c~f.`   #21,200  so   it   is   obvious   that   a  lar`ge   amount  o±.  indebtedness
!J,'-€`Ls  thus  wiped  out;   as  a  result,   t,he  various   classes  of   cr'editors
.i i`~;sï,   heavily.

A  new  Company  wci. s   incorporated   on  ]`y'ïay   4th,   1859,   under   the
üœ  of  Carillon  &  Brenville  Püailway;   the  line  was  rehabilitated
`+`]  .`ï   :?.bout   400   yar.ds   o.t`  adtlitional   trackage   was   laid   to   pr`ov.iile
`;)(=(;t,er   connect,ions   with  the   stè`imbc>ats   at   Car`illon   and  Grenville.

u|ties  had  becc,me  so  hopeicss|y  invoIJè'ü
nc)+,  allow  this   course  to   be   taken.     Fina

and  financial  diffic-
that  the  Court  wou.ld

ly,   the  Court  ordered



=EE:
The   new  Company  had  gr`eat   plans;   in  1960,   it  was   fiven  sta.tuto
a.uthority  to   build  eàstw.ara  to   à   connection  with  the   Gr€ind  Tr`u
Pi{9.ilway  at   Poiiite   Claire  or  ljachine  and„   if  no   ot,her`  r'ailway
built   tc>   Otta.wa  within  two   yec.|.r.s,   it  riiigi`it,   exteri(j.  westwa,rd   .bo
Ottawa  as  orif3.inally  intended.

rmed  that   {vïieen  ``j'ictoria  had   chosen  the   lit,tle  bæ,ckT,^roods

Bytown  was  .renariiecl   Ott€i~wa   c>n   January   lst,    1855   and   thr.ee
later.,    oi.i   L)eceriibc;`r   3.1st,185'7,    the   (Ja-nac}.i,3.n   Gover`riment   was

village  to  be  the  new  capit,.ri.     Onc  American  newspaper  opined
that   it  would  be  perif`ectly  safe  fr`om  attack,   sirice  any  invading
{:i.r`my  woulcl   i_nevitably  get   lost   in  the  woocïs   hunting  fo.r`  it.

Dur`ing   ensuing  years,   passenger  traLffic  on  t,he  Ottawa  River
in.cr`eased   enc)rmously.      The   ste8.riiboats   wer`e   lar`ge,   fas+,   and   Coni-
.f.`or.tabl{,3  --   everi'  1uxurious   --   and  they   competed  with  the  railwa.ys
for  i'n,?.iiy  year`s.      The   little   port-age   railTvnTay  should   h:ave   prospered
too  but  it  had  litt.1e  i`reié:iht  traffic  anc`1  its   share  of  the  through
p,c`ssengcr  far`es  was   so   s„iall  that   it   could  do   little  mor`e  tha.n  pay
Opër`atifl8   expcnses.

In   1864,    Capt€`~in   R.   Tv.J.    Shei3herd,   an   emplo}ree   of   the   Ottawa
St,eamer.s   Coriipany  and   ,?:   few  associ,itcs,   oi-ganized   the   Otta.wa  iL'iiver
rv'pvigé-ition   Comp€iuny,   cîund,   at   the   same   ti_mc,   they   purchased   the
CFrilloii  &   Gr`t3nville   Rrf..ilway.        Thc   railw`3`y  foiriiied   paz.t   of  this
Ï..oute   for   n`'3c.+rly   h,:|+1f   a   century;    it   was   never  mc>dcr.nized,   ancl   the
é].ntiqu€i~t,ed   broad-gauge   locomotives   and   car`s,   built   beti,^Jecm   1854
p.nd   1839  werc   a   source  of  great   interest  to   travcller`s.     Ther.e
i,vc.re   rè3.ilwLiy   ei.it,husiasts   fil'ty,   and   even  one  hundred,   years   ago.niThe   i:.it,rociuctic)n   of   impr`oveci   rail   ser.vice   by  tHhc   C3.nada   Atlantic
[t,3ilway,   and,   a   little   later`  by  thc   Camclian  P.i.cific  i`Lailway,
n'iar`kecl   tlœ   b{-j€_innin`F   of   thc   end   and   by   the   tuï..n   c)f   thc`   century,
tlŒ   li.eyc3.ay  of   ste,:}mboating  was   overa      The   clestruction  by   fiï.c   c)f
thr=   bcautiful   steamer`   "Sover`eignît   in  1906  seemecl  to   be  the  last
st rlaw ®

co.ncelil::âwËi":cj,-d:`ï:oàlËà:Î3ir`:--nÊaÈ;T|`àrîrg-Ïîg:EÊ|ËÏÎÏ:g,cÉà,iîârïïîËrong
+missing   links,   ancl  -v^ïe].ding   thern   into   a  .Chi-'ough   t,runk   line   fr`om
e\=spe   t,o   S=.ult   Ste.   lvlarie.      Knom   as   t}ic   Àtlantic  &  Ijake   Super`ior
lLailwt--iy   i--and  many  c)ther`  n~imes   --it   lLr].ckcd   sufficiënt   capital
a.``icl  i,\riàs   foredoomed   to   failure.      The   link   betwccn  T\'Iontreal   a.nd   Ott-
a`Tïd    (arid   it   \,v'cr`.s   to   h`9.ve   btjen   a   high-speed   electr.ic   lim+e)   w,`-ïs   the
Ccnt,r`?.l  riailway  of  Canada,   incorpor`ated   in  1905.     It   bought  the
Ot,t,|wa  Riivrer  &  Navi£:ation   Cor[ipany  and  the   Carillon  &  Grenvillc  Ry.
ii'i   l``J07  and   continuüd  to   oper`é!.te   thcm  until  the.   end   of   the   1910
scai`\en.      Hoi^Ji?vcr`,   héiving   by  then   become   involved   in   fiinancial   and
lc`£`rt31   cli£`ficulties,   scrvict3   on   thc   last   broad  gau`ffe   linc   v`r,is
ab`==Lm;.c,ned.      rl'he   rta!ilway  lay   idle   uritil   1914,   when   it   was   bou.ght`r,}7   tl`ïc   Canadicm   Nortl.iern  Rif``ilway,   which  mc>d.ernized   an.d   reconcl.itioned

:i_t   rïs   pÉ:.r`t   of   thc   ncw  Montr.eal-Ottawa   line.

An  cffoi.t  was  riiade   to   F,reser`ve  the  old  locomotives   and  rolling
st,oc!=   but   th€.i   cost   wcr`s   excessive   and   th(c)   outbr/cak   of  TLr`Jor`ld  War`   I
r-f ci`rtj).r.ted   further   a`ct,ion.      Thc   enLfi:ines   i^in.d   cars   were   sold   to   a
jhr]:   dealer  named   jJiamond,   1oadecl   on   a   bar`ge   =?.ncl   broufht   dc>wn  to
Mo`i'iJurca.1,   whi.rc   t,hcy  wer`e   scrapped.
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.r-  Th E.; f irs t l o co motiv e was the "Ot t a wa I' bu i l t ( IROLLIlJ G STOCK :  i n l 8 5h by Kinmond Broth8rs of Ho n t riJal. . I t 

was h-h-O type , with 1 5x 24 i l cyli nd e r s a n d 
69" dT ivers . B.qdly dam aged wh0n t h e C" r illon 

   hous e was bur n e d in 1895 , i t wa s not r-c pa Lr-cd a n d was br ok en 
u p a f ew y e ars l a t clr. 

The "Cr-cnv i.Ll,e II was built i n 1 8 59 by Dan , C. Gu nn o f Harn i.Lt on , 
C. W. It was 1+- 4- 0 type wi t h 1 2x 13 11 cyl i nd ers a nd 5T ' dr- Lvo r s . I ts 
l e a d i n g whe oLs did n ot sw i vel but were r ip-idly at .ta ch e d to t he 
main f'r a me , I t was in r evular s erv i ce u ntil Se pt. emb or' 1 910. 

The "F'i r-of'Ly " was a v e r y sma LL 0-4-0 i n s pe c t i on ;;n[." i n8 , with 
2 n upright bo iler ; i t was no t much bigger t h a n a handcar. It  
ac quired in 1 j 67 and scrapped in 18BO and i t must    be8n a u s e-
l e s s p i ec e of cqu f.pment , I t could n o t pul l a n yth i ng .m d presumably 
was u sed to ca rry dist inguished pa s s e ng e r s   of the r 2gula r 
t r a i n. 

'I'he "Car i.Ll.o n if was a B'i r-k onhead buil t about 1 8 56 by Pe t.o & Co. 
Canada Hor k s , Birke nhea d , England . It wa s pur-chc.s e d from t h e Grand 
Trunk Ra ilway a bo u t 1870 . 0ri[in a l l y 2-4-0 , i t was convert ed to 
4- 4- 0 t y pe in 1 8 5$- 59 . I t had     cy lin d e r s and 60 11 dr ivers . 
Aft e r t h e Kinmon d "Ottawa i l was retired i n 1$9 5, the " Car-i.Ll.on 11 

vi C,S r ena me d "Ot. t a wa " and i t continued runn ing unti l 1 910. 

Th e origina l cars, buil t i n 1 854 pr o ba bly by Mc Le a n a nd Wright 
of Ivlont r e a l , cont inued i n u s e unt il 1910. About 18 58; one pas s e ri-
[ c::r ca r- and one pl atform car: we r e convert ed into 'ba g[;age cars , 

Io'o r many y ears the road was " owned il by J ohn Hel.s cy , who f'un c-
t Lo nud a s Gd ls ra l Ula na.r e r , Supo r-L rrt.end e nt , Mas t e r Me chand c , Road 

d h]In  J-   a n cng l. ne dr· r l v e r . i I ' 18 was one 0 f tllosh e 0 I ' n , . . mecQ-I aSnlonOd -
2.ni.r; :: l [ '2 11 i use s who , wi th a h arnne r , a co ld ch is e l and a fil e , 
cc uLd almost build <l lo como t i v e . He wa s we ll-known at t h e GTR 1 s 
Fo i n t e ,st . Cha r-Le s s hops , whi.ch he v i s i t e d t wo or thre e tin es a 
y G.'lr to " bo r-r-ow" s a l vage pa rts from s cr-apped Lo comot.Lve s t o be u s cd 
t o L,.!c T' h i.s ov.n enci.ne s i n r-unn i.n n order . 

_ ... .:;    
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Ths fir st locomotive was the tlOttawa\! built 
in l S54 by Kinmond Brothers of Montr~al . It 
was 4-4-0 typ8, with 15x24 11 cylinders 2nd 
69\1 dTive r s . B.qdly damaged wh,-,n t h e C"rillon 

8:1f"ine house was burned in 1895 , it was not r opair ed and was broken 
up a few ye ars lat~ r. 

I ROLLIlJ G STOCK 
1 

The "Gr enville \I viaS builtin 1859 by D,:m. C. Gunn of Hp.mil ton, 
C. W. It was 1+-4-0 type with 12xljYl cylinders and 5T' drivers. Its 
l Lading whea l s did not swivel but were rifidly at t a che d to the 
main frc.[18. It w.e..s in revular service unt il Scptcmb c, r 1910. 

The IiFirofly" vms a very s lJ.all 0-4-0 inspection ,;n[" ine, with 
2n upright bo iler; it was not much bigger than a handcar. It w~s 
acquire d in I d67 and scrapped in 18g0 and it must h~ve be 8n a use­
l ess p i e ce of eqUipment . It could not pull a nything- ;:~nd presumably 
wa s used to carry distingui shed passengers ah ~ad of the r 2gul&r 
train . 

'l'he ilCarillon if was a Birkenhcad built -3.bout 1856 by Peto & Co. 
Canada Horks , Bi rkenhead, England. It vms purch.:',sed from the Grand 
Trunk ilailway about 1870. 0ririnally 2-4-0, it was converted to 
4- 4- 0 type in 1858- 59. It had It):c20 11 cylinders and 60 11 drivers. 
lift e r thE; Kinmond "Ottawa il was retired in 1895 , the !YCarillon f? 

ViC, S rename d "Ottawa ll and it continued running until 1910. 

The original cars , buil t i n 1854 probably by McLe an and Wr ight 
of Ivlontreal , cont i nued in u se until 1910 . About 185 8 ; one passen­
f.c::r cG.r and orl(; platform C [~r were converted into bagGage C2.rs. 

For many ye.3.rs the road was "owned II by Jo hn He.Isey, who func­
tioned a s G~nsral Manar er , Sup8rintendent, Mast ur ~lechani c, Road 
Ma~tur a nd eng i n e driver. He was one of thos e o l d - fash i oned mech­
a n i,8 :.:1 [.'211ius e s who , with a h?lmner , a col d chisGl and a file, 
CGu,l d almost build a locomotive. He wa s well-known at the GTR ' S 

Fointc .s t . Ch2,r l es shops , vvhich he visited two or thre e tir.18s a 
YG ,'l r to I1 borro'iv il salvage parts from scr2,pped l ocomoti'.rs s to be u3 s d 
t o ;'J !L' _T' his o\;n encine s i n run~1inp; order. 

,--.J I , . 
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