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CARS OF THE
WINNIPEG ELECTRIC
RAILWAY

1881 - 1903

GGeorge Harris

J[ he first record of public street trans-—
portation in innipeng,Manitoba,Canada ,
was made on the 19th, of July,1877,when
an omnibus route was projected from Hig-—
gins to McDermot Avenues,on Main Gtreet.
The settlement of some 2,000 people was
very stragnling and some means of get-
ting from the village on Point Douglas
to the settlement around the Hurdson Bay
Campany's past,near the Faorks af the
Rivers,uwas very necessary, This first
nlan,houever,was an abortive attempt and
lasted only ane dayl

It was not until April in 4681 that an enterprising young man from
the neighbouring province of Ontario,by the name of W,A,Austin, actually
got a franchise,laid tracks and started a horse-drawn transit sygtem, It
must indeed have been a monumental effort for the times,as Main Street in

Winnipeg was nothing but a muddy morass in the spring and a series of
baked ruts in the hot summer, In winter,it disappeared under the sSNow
drifts, )

Service started with half-a~dozen cars and some twenty horses. The
early headquarters nof the Company and the barn were located where the
Main Transit Bus Terminal is today,at Main Street on the bank of the As=—
sinibpine River. The first few cars were bounght new from John Stephenson
Company of New York,N,Y, They were standard gauge,6 windows long and with
completely ooen vestibules, There is an excellent photograph of one aof
these outfits on sleiqghs in Wilkliam D, Middletaon's book,"The Time of the
Trolley”,

30 odaleefoafeadrdosfoatesde
THE COVER,this month,shows Car no. 595,running on Line no.36 of the Mun-—
icipal Trangportation Board aof Montevideao,Uruguay.The story of this in-
teresting line begins on page 210, Photo courtesy Sr,0.M,Gil-Soja.

A crogs~gsection of types of transfers used on the Winnipeg Street Rail-

<= ways in the 1540's, These transfers were donated to the Association by

the late E.A.Tomhey snd Mr. W, Dick,
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Accarding to old photooraphs,one horse could handle a car in ordi-
nary service,with a team used for rush hours and heavier noing, In the
dead of winter,uwhen the track had disanpeared under the snow,the liaght
car—-hodies were mounted on hoh-sleighs and the floors were covered with
straw,which was intended tn keep the passengers! feet warm, The driver
had to equip himself with a huffalo aor 'coonskin cnat and hope- for the
best! :

Horse~car transportation,then,was the order of the day in the little
city,for about @ decare, Meanwhile,electric cars were gettinng a start all
over North America and the citizens of Winnipeg began to ask why their
city should take a hack-seat in this development. Mr., Austin was there~
fore allowed to build an electric line across the Assiniboine River in
Fort Rouge.

This project started at River Avenue and Main Street and ended on
the hanks of the Red River at River Park, At this early date of 1891,the
GCity Fathers refuserd to allow an electric street-railway line in the
City proper. 014 prejudices had to be overcume! According to a report ,
the River Park line ran with & double-trucked,closed cars,built by Pat—
terson & Corbin Company,of S5t. Catherines,Ont.,and having Edison Elec -
trical eguipment, It has never been the writer's nood fortune to obtain
any definite detsils on these cars, Their numbers were stated to have
heen 40,42,44 and L6,

During this decade,Mr, Austin had heen tryinn to ohtain some snrt of

a franchise to operate an electric street-railway in Winnipeg proper,but
the trend of public (and private) opininn was against him, Finally, a
group of Winnipen business men,headed by Mr. Mackenzie and Mr, Mann of
Canadian Northern Railuway fame,managed to get the "inside track" in more
ways than one and a franchise was granted them in February, 1892, Work
was commenced at once and went on apace Aand by July 26 of that ssme year
the newhorn street railway was ready to run, Due to the fact that there
were now two companies,- one horse-operated and one electrified, there
were four tracks on Winnipeq's Main Street. The idea that is generally
held is that the inner pair of tracks were for horse—cars with electrics
on the outer pair., Apparently this was not the case., Southbound electric
cars ran between the horse-car tracks,while northbound,they ran to the
enst (or right) of theml

The first group of 10 electric cars for the new line were also bhu-
ilt by Patterson & Corbin of St, Catherines,Ont. These were "bunty! lit-
tle four-wheelers with railroad-car type roofs,six windows long and with
side-seats, The numbers ranged from 2 to 20. There was a faillure in de-
livery of the first few cars and so,instead of being able to start off
with six power cars,there were nnly 2 for the big imaunquration dayl It
had been possible to acquifre ten &4—wheeled open trailers,secnnd-hand off
the Toronto Railway Company of Taronto and they certainly helped to take
care of the lpad on "Opening Day"!

Mr, Austin's first franchise was still effective and so,for a time,’
there were rival limes in operation, It was an era of price-cutting and
strife however,with the horse-cars inevitably on the losing end.Finally,
after a disasterous barn fire with the loss of 44 horses,Austin sold out
for $§ 175,000 to the competition and the electrics took over completely
on May 12,1894, It is interesting to note in passing that in 1889, the
assets of the horse-car railway were 5 miles of track,laid to a standard
gauge with 35 1lb, rail,one hundred horses,15 cars and 15 bob-sleighs, No
record can be found of any of the little horse cars being tasken over at
the time,or of the final disposition of the &4 electrics. Quite a few of
the little cars were stripped of their wheels and set out in the River
Park erea,as shelters,~the Park being taken over by the new Company.
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Having the whole load of Winnipeq's urban transportation now firmly
in.:hand,the new Company was in the market for more cars. So, 4 new cars
were ordered from the Wylie Carriage Works (later to become the Ottawa
Car and Manufacturing Company) in Ottawa,Ont. These additions started
service in 1893, They were panel-sided cars,similar to the first lot,
except that they were a shade roomier in the vestibule, The number range
was from 22 to 28,

-l
S T A

PITY THE 1little old ladies on these cars! Mareover,fenders were unkngwn
on Winnipeg's street cars until 1898, Photo courtesy Winnipeg Electric,

00 00 a0 0 0 0. 0. 0 0 0
0’“’“’“’“’“'“'“'“'“’0

Later in 1893,9 more single-truck cars arrived from Toronto, These

were one window longer,had panel sides,a 7-foot 6-inch wheelbase and
single Curtis trucks., Some of these cars had railroad-car type raoafs,same
not, These were numbered 40-56, In the same year,the Company also se-

cured from the Toronto Railway Company 5 single-truck,motored,open cars,
numbers 30-38 and five more open trailers from the Ottawa Car and Man=-
ufacturing Company. This completed the roster of open trailers for Win-
nipeqg.

It should be mentioned here that all powered cars were even-numbersd
and trailer cars odd-numbered,- a system which was followed throughout
the entire street-railway era in Winnipeg.

During the next few years,the Winnipeq Electric Railway seems to
have been a pretty steady customer of the Toronto Railway Company for
rolling stock, Type and style settled down to a standard 32-foot single-
truck "dinkey",seven windows long,side-seats inside and with the dis-

tinctive 3-sided end,typical of Toronto building of the time. They were
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This car was the last of an order of five single-truck opens from the
Toronto Railway Company in 1893, The car is standing at the end of its
run in River Paerk,about 41905, Photo courtesy Winnipeg Elsctric Archives.

ofo-afeode030-Ge o3 00000 o300
heated,at first by a coal stove,set in the side of the car. According to
builders' plates,these cars were not bought new,but in lots as ordered
and released as surplus by the Toronto Railway Cempany,

A number of them were taken in and rebuilt to round—end vestibule
cars by the Winnipeg Electric Raillay shops,at a later date, All in all,
oSooo-fe-foafeals fesfedlodds
Car no, 62,from the Toronto Railway Company-1895: an example of rsbuilt
rounded ends,as done in the Winnipeg shops. The car is golng out to its
run on the Kildonan Extension,The car colours were margon and cream and

it had a grey roof, Photo courtesy Mr, Geo, Harris.
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from 1895 to 1903,twenty-one cars of this type came to Winnipeg. Also,
for the record, four more single-truck open cars were acquired,— numbers
88 to 94,

The year 1903 saw the end of the acquisition of single-truck vehi -
cles, It was at this rjuncture that not only were single-~truck cars no
longer considered adequate,but that the growing system decided to start
building street cars locally, The last single-truck car wes numbered 106
and had the unigue distinction of being destroyed in the car-barn fire
of April, 1920, At this time,the young City had attained a population of
some 70,000 citizens, There were about 70 track-miles and a steady growth
in size and area served seemed inevitable.

It was not intended originally in the scope of this article to give
a route history of the Winnipeg Electric Railway,but as a matter of nen-
eral interest,perhaps e! brief description of it,up to this period,might
be desirable, The first track laid down by Wl,A,Austin was from City Hall
on Main Street,to Broadway. Soon thereafter,a line was laid on Portage
Road,as far as Kennedy Street,then out on Kennedy Street to the new
Lenislative Building. By November 11,1884,the distance between the City
Hall and the Canardian Pacific Railway tracks was finished and later from
the C.P.R.tracks to St. Jdohns Avenue,in the North End. For about four
years after this,there were no route extensions of any account. The next
move was anain by Austin,who pressured the City Fathers into letting him
build an exoerimental electric line along River Avenue and out Osborne,
to River Park,in 1890-91,

For 3ll his pioneering in Winnipeg's early urban transit,W.A,Austin
was poorly rewnrded., The choice of the first electric street-railway fr=
anchise,within the City proper,was to fall to the aforementioned qgroup,
headed by Mr, James Ross and Mr, William Mackenzie,in February,1892,.The
line on Selkirk Avenue from Main Street to the Exhibition Grounds came
into the system during this year, In 1893,the Belt Line and Broadway; in
"94,1illiam Avenue; in '96,Higoins to Lnuise Bridge and in 97, Sher-
brooke from Fgrtace Avenue to Cornish, By 41903,the termipal year con-
sidered in this article,lines had been extended to Sturgeon Creek, Elm-

wond and St, Boniface.
0, 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
EXE XX XE X XN X IR XS

Car no. 28,the last of a&n order of four from the Wylie Carriege Company
of Otteswa,Ont.,which later became the Ottawa Cer and Manufacturing Com-
peny,in 1893, No. 28 is swaiting scrapping in the south car yard at Win-
nipeg,in 1915, Photo courtesy Mr, Geo, Harris,
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These extensions thus represented snme 70-odd route miles of line
over which operated some 50 cars, It might be said that the core of the
present transit system in Winnipeg had now been established.

With reference to the accompanying map,it will be realized that
there were,nf necessity,many river crossings, By 1903,there was a fair
set of bridges,hut prior to this there had heen several isolated lines,
due to weak bridges or inability to cross existing railway lines, The
old Broadway bridge, just north of the confluence of the Assiniboine and
the Red Rivers,was never considered strong enough to carry the electric
cars and it was not until 1904 that the Canadian Pacific Railway subway
was completed,making continuous service possible for the length of Main
Street.Moreover,by 1903,the Kennedy Street line had heen discontinued.

CBELKIRK 1916

THIS OLD SWEEPER,number 1,spent 1ts declining years cleaning up accumu~
lations of snow on the Selkirk Lins, Photo courtesy Mr, Geo., Harris,
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THE ARTIST
AND
THE LADY

Q][ ust befdre Christmas,1968,announcements were
sent out saying that there would be an BX—
hibition of water colours,acrylics and oil
paintings at the Arts Club,3448 Stanley St-
reet,Montreal., Theee works were fram the
brush of Mr, George Mendez Rae,- artist and
illustrator,of St-Bruno,Que.

Normally,such an announcement would nat have created the least
stir among railway enthusiaste,but when it was discovered that more than
half the works were of railway subjecte,there were some very rapid ch=
anges of plans and a good many unexpected visitors at the Arts Clubl

Certainly,the railway subjects and their treatment were Jjust
about everything that the enthusiast could have asked for., They ranged in
size and subject from a magnificent oil of Canadian National's TURBO to
a delightful 9 x 11 water—colour of 8 Grand Trunk "mogul®" of 1880,hurry-
ing through the ruins of a burnt—over woodland., Twe smaller water—-colors
depicted the Champlain and St. Lawrence Rallroad's DORCHESTER on her us-
val daily run from Laprairie to St.Johns,in the late 30's,




Tha two oil paintings,reproduced here (regrettably) in black
and white,were not bath exhibited. The British Columbia logging scene,in
fact was a featured canvas,but the prairie view of Elfross,Sask., on the
Canedian Pacific,had been withheld by the artist,for personal reasons,.In
the work,as repreduced,the portrayl of Canadian Pacific No., 29 is wvery
realistic,

In reply to the obvious gusestion,the artist,Mr, George Msndez
Rae,wrote:

"hy does an artist want to paint old railway engines 7
Railway buffs might reply that the desire was aroused
because of the different types of locemotives,or per-
haps because of the contrast between different types
of engines,or may be because of the interesting av-
olution of the steam lecometive,or perchance for the
fascination of imagining the future shape of thaese
giants.

But to an artist,a non-mechanical person,this dir-
ect appeal is much mors tanuous, Of what use is it to
the artist to devote many heurs to acgquiring the tech-
nical informatien on the iron monsters 7 Why spend many,
many hours at tha easel,painting the black brutes, nat
with the expectatiep in any way of selling the result,
but just for fun ?

Ta answer this riddle is difficult, The ansuwers tao
the above guestions are varied, But anyone who,as a yao-
ungster,has stood on a station platform,while the steam
Jjuggernaut roared in,hissing steam,sparks flying fram
the wheels,can very readily understand how an impression
was thereby created that lasted a whole life through.
Sometimes it was terrifying,but aluways it was fascinating.
In this and other similar impressions reside the emaotion-
al aspect of my painting. And more than this, These old
steam horses had charactar, They were all like old Per-
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cheron horsee,-somewhat past their prime but still pas-
sessing and capable of tremendous power. Or like old men,
rugged,bony,gnarled,rather unkempt,who in their younger
days had pioneered,mads trails,disoovered and developed
vast sections of their country. .

From these concepts,the artist can show the char-

acter of old locomogtives in his paintings and can ac—
curately depict the role that they have played in human
society.

A third aspect of ths subject is the steam locomo-—
tive in its historical relationship to Msn. Without Man,
the locomotive is a useless mechanical contraption. In
partnership with Man,the steam engine becomes a vigorous
and vitsl manifestation of the power of steam,helping to
develope the vast potentials of Country and Engineering -
and Civilization, .

A whole lifetime could be devoted to the portrayl
on canvas of these ideas.Not only do steam enginss have
a visual charm,but so do freight and passengsr cars,the
caboose,the old section-man's pump=-car,old stations and
all of the other endless paraphernalia of railroading,

To express these ideas artistically,rather than
mechanically,is,I believe,my reason for choaosing this
fascinating and far-from—ordinary project. After some
forty years as an advertising and fiction illustrator
and art director,I am happy indesd to be able to begin
a nsw career as a full-=time painter in the fine arts and
illustration and my happiness is all the greater becsuss
I can indulge my deeire to paint railway scasnes to a more
satisfying degree,

Yours sincerely,

George Mendez Rae, *

CONGRATULATIONS
TO HEATHER

5.5.Worthen

1[ he Assgciation's first excursion

on a main-line Canadian-railuay,

was held on Octaber 1,1950. Its

most recent trip was on May 31st,
1969,

This very successful venture,organized by the Special Events
Committee of the Association,brings to mind the trip to Ottawa and the
Museum aof Science and Technology,in the summer of 1968, The success of



this trip was the culmination of some very hard work by the Committee,
and the highlight of the day was the presentation to Dr. David Baird,
Director of the Museum,of a piece of historic horse-car rail from the
Associstion's collection,by Miss Heather Haig,R,N,,a member of the Com-
" mittee, Miss Haig was the Association's "ticket agent" fer this trip,
and because of her efforts,it was necessary to add more cars to the tr-
ain, Mr, F. Angus mounted the piece of horse-car rail for presentation,

oSroSoededoaSo-oo oSo o efoede
Miss Heather Haig presents the section of horse~car reil to Or, David
Baird of the Museum of Science and Technology,Ottewa,with the assis—
tance of Dr, R.V.V.Nicholls,President of the Association, CN's famous
6218 forms a&n eppropriate back-drop, Photo courtesy F, Angus.
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THE
SPRING & SUMMER
TIMETABLES [N 1969

- by F, A, Kemp -

The change-over from standard to daylight
(saving) time,on the last Sunday in April
of each year,is always a time of expect-
ation for the railway enthusiast,who then
gsees how Canada's railways will organize
the usual summer increase in long-distan-
ce travel,which is usually accompanied by
a decrease in shorter~-distance trips.This
year,Canadian National Railways schedules
account for most of the changes, the sum-
mer services on CP RAIL being very lit-
tle different from last summer.

The principle change in this summer's arrangements on CN involves the pas-
senger trains between Montréal,Toronto and western Canada. There will be
only one "Super Continental",west of Capreol,Ont,,Trains 1 and 3 com=
bining at that point and Trains 2 and 4 separating there,on the eastward
trip, The "Panorama" has become a rather mixed-up affair, with Trains 5
and 6,the portions east of Winnipeg,operating on a daily basis, as they
have all winter. However,Montreal-Winnipeg Train 105 has regained its
name and is renumbered 7%, It will continue in its coach-only configur-
ation until June 16,when it will really blossom out,with sleeping cars,
lounges and meal service and will be extended to Jasper,Alta., on a tri-
weekly basis,with through equipment,

ThHis practice will last until September 10, The eastward
movement ,Train 8,will run tri-weekly from Jasper to Winnipeg from June
19 thrgugh September 12 and will replace Train 106,Winnipeg-Capreol, from
June 20 to September 13,leaving Winnipeg 2 hours earlier, Eastward from
Capreol to Montreal,the train is again numbered "8",but & further com-
plication will he added from July 2 to 22,when this train is indicated
as running from Ottawa to Montreal via Vanklegek Hill on CP RAIL! It is
not indicated which station CN Train 8 will use on sntering Montreal
during this period,but the single cross—over at Dorval is sufficient to
permit it to use Park Avenue or Central Station via the Mount Royal Tun=—
nel,if the necessity arises! From the foregoing,it is correct to say that
there are two "Panoramas" between Winnipeg and Jaspsr,this summer!

] During the period June 13 to September 13,Jasper - Prince
Rupert Trains 9 and 10 will run again daily this summer. Through sleeping
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and dining cars will be provided daily.

Back in the East,the Toronto-lLondon portion of the "Ontar—
ian", Trains 6L5-646,has been replaced by TEMPD Trains 144-145, whose
run has been extended to Windsor (and Walkerville) on a trial basis,thus
making four daily Toronto-Windsor TEMPD Trains, Trains 149 and 148 have
also been converted to this type of equipment, The Montreal-Windsor sle-—
eping car has been discontinued and "club" car service eliminated from
all trains except 141 and 148,

On the Montreal-Toronto speedway,all reference to TURBO
trains has been summarily expunged,the inference being that CN does not
expect "The Return of TURBO" before the change of time in the Autumn,Now
Trains 62 and 63 are missing,but Trains 60 and 61 are back,with a depart-
ure time of 0920, just ten minutes ahead of the "Lakeshore". The overnight
Toronto-Ottawa Trains 213 and 214 have heen renumbered 48 and 49, making
the "Capital” definitely a passenger train,rather than an express-freight
run with passenger—carrying facilities! Notwithstanding this upgrading,
another train has been eliminated from the Montreal-Ottawa service, when
Train 35 was reduced from daily operation to Sunday only and Train 38
was eliminated completely,its number being assumed hy Friday and Sunday
Train 138, There are now five daily trains in this service, During the
summer of 1968,there were seven daily except Sunday and six on Sunday!

The Montreal-Sherbrooke-Coaticook service on the old Gr-
and Trunk line to Portland,Maine and' the Montreal-Grenville run on the
former Canadian Northern Quebec are gradually being whittled away! The
latter linme is now served by Trains 187 and 188,which operate on a bare-
minimum frequency of once-a-week! The old Grand Trunk line still boasts
daily service as far as Sherhrooke,but this is down by two runs a week
from the previous schedule, The Friday Train 626 goes through to Coati-
cook,returning as a non-advertised "passenger extra" to Sherbrooke, ap-
parently the same night (Friday),although the exact day of operation is
not stated. The connecting service from Richmand to Charny and Quebec is
still there,unchanged,although it was decimated in the last timetable,

Service from Quebec to La Malbaie,eastuward along the 5t.
Lawrence River,was changed last January 6,when daily RAILINER 6£78-679
replaced conventional Trains 178-179-181,which ran only six days a week,
The cars actually run through from Montreal on Trains 122=-634 and return
in Trains 633-123. This routse,like many other RAILINER services,no long-
er provides checked baggage service. Intending passengers are cautioned
not to bring trunks!

The principle feature of the Montresl-Maritime service of
this summer is the end of the "Cabot",which has been running between Mon—
treal and sydney for the past two summers. The "Ocean" will continue its
winter-time practice of dividing at Truro,N,S.,for 8Bydney and Halifax,but
the burden of the 19 or so regular cers may force the operation of two
separate sections whenever extra cars are added. Of course,the perennial
baggage car will bring the total number of vehicles to at least twentyl

In wanderful Newfoundland,the invincible "Caribou",Trains
101 and 102,1s still shown as operating three times weekly,alongside the
daily bus services. The continuation of these trains beyond July 2 is
still in doubt,but anticlpated summer holiday travel in this remarkable
Canadian province may require maintenance of the train service,Meanuhile
the mixed Trains 203 and 204 have dissppeared (temporarily),since if pas-
senger traln service is discontinued in the Autumn,they will return as
daily trains between Corner Brook and Bishop's Falls,

CP RAIL...ov0se

Abput the only new things noted in CP RAIL summer passenger folders are
a new type~face and a new layout! The contents differ very little from
previous publications. Train 1,the westbound "Canadian",runs one hour
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A "form 161" ticket on Cenadian Pgcific Reilway from Welsh to Prescott
Junction,Ont,,dated November 3,1911. C.R.H.A.collection.

s feadesfosdestesdesdodosls
earlier, Trains 417-418 are again running six days a week between Sud=-
bury and White River,Ont.,but using two ssts of eguipment,not "doubling
the road" as was formerly done., Montreal-Vaudreuil commuter Trains 295

and 298 are not to be operated this summer,so the service remains the
same as during last winter,

ALGOMA CENTRAL RAILWAY

"Canyon Tours" on the Algoma Central Railway are being advertised by the

Ontario govermment's Tourist Department,this summer! Thus,a daily-except—
Sunday passenger service will be inaugurated on June 1st.,this year. The

trip north from Sault-S5te~Marie,Ont.,is exceedingly scenic and is a must

for the vacationing railway enthusiast,

QUEBEC,NORTH SHORE AND LABRADOR RAILWAY

The most famous of the North Shore's common carriers has not changed its
train services significantly from those of last winter. There will be a
sort of "every=—other-day" service (Tuesday,Thursday and Sunday)from Sept-
Iles to Schefferville,Que.,with southbound trains leaving Schefferville
on Wednesday,Friday and Sunday., Passengers may detrain or entrain at any
of the Company's siding stations,which are located approximately fifte-
en miles apart along the 355-mile line, However,there are no tourist ac-
commodations available to the public between Sept—Iles and Schefferville.
The entire area is infested with black flies, There are somg mosquitos ,
a few "deer" flies and some large "moose" flies, Insect repellant, " 1in
ample supply",is an absolute mustl!

(OMPAGNIE DE CHEMIN DE FER CARTIER

Between June 13 and September &4,coach-passenger service is offersd Sun-
days and Thursdays,leaving Port Cartier,{Que.,at 1630 and arriving at Lac
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Jeannine at 2330, On August &4 (Extra Holiday) and September 1 (Labor Day)
the usual Sunday train will operate. In the southbound direction, the

Tuesday train offers sleeping car service,departing from Lac Jeannine at

2100 and arriving at Port Cartier at 0700, Visitors and tourists are in-

vited to use the Saturday train,leaving Lac Jeanning at 0600 and arri-

ving st Port Cartier at 1230,

ROMAINE RIVER RAILWAY

The shortest and most easterly of Canada's mainland railways has pub-
lished its summer timetable,effective April 4,1963.There are seven north-
bound empty trains,counterbalanced by seven southbound loaded trains,the
working of these being divided into four schedules,two of eight hours,one
split shift of 8 hours and one "short-turn" of 3 hours, The first train
‘of the day- leaves Havre St-Pierre at 6:45am and arrives_at Lac Tio, 27
miles distant,one hour later. Passenger service is provided on this trip
as well as on trains at 10:15am,2:15pm,11:45pm,2:30pm, The traveller may
return on trains at 8:15am,12:15pm,4:15pm, On the current timetable,not-
ice is given that all previous schedules are hereby cancelled and " all
motor car & other eguipment should clear these schedules, Box car up on
2:45pm train',

ADDENDUM. ., v vuuuss

And as a closing item in this survey of summer timetables, we must not

overlook the fact that Canadian National's mystery train is back again!

Hard=to-kill Toronto-Markham local Train 990 has reappeared,after sever=-
al years absence, Apparently no one realizes that it was totally elimin-

ated last March 31st.!

NADIAN
PACIFI
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THE SCOTIAN
RAILROAD SOCIETY

continues to record pProgress

and growth .

Mr, Bruce Jamieson,Publicity Chairman of the Society,writes to
say that the membership of Nova Scotia's newest rallway enthusiast group
presently totals more than one hundred,more than half of whom are reg-—
ident outside the Halifax area, Mr, Garry Pollock is President and Mus-
eum Chairman,assistad by Dr., Stephan F, Bedwell as Vice-President and
Programme Chairman,

Mr, Chester firimm is Secretary and Excursion Chairman and Mr,
Allister MacBean is Treasurser and Membarship Secretary. The Society is
fortunate to hava Mr, H,B.Jefferson of Halifax as Publications Chairman,
as well as Mr, Yves Martel as Editor of THE MARITIME EXPRESS,the Societys
medium of communication., Mr, R.D.Tenmant, jr.,is the Society's Librarian,

The Society has already received its firast acguisition for the
Museum, This is a baggage car from Canadian National Railuway's famous
Museum Train,which toured Canada and parts of the northern United States
in the 1950'a and early '60's, Built by the Intercolonial Railway as a
pagsenger coach in 1875 and numbered A4315,it was converted to a baggage
car in 1892,

This hiatoric vehicle will be of grest advantage toc the Socilety
since most of the interior display racks and brackets are intact. These
will be very helpful in arranging the Society's historical collection of
railway memorabilia from Canada's Atlantic Provinces.

Inquiries may be addressed to the Society at P.0.Box 798,Arm—
dale Postal Station,Halifax,N.S.




TURBO ... and how to

miss 1€

Pana C, Andrews

<

_{ verybody has been talking a lot about "firsts".
In connection with Canadian National's TURBO ,
that is. But what they forgot to mention was
the first passenger who missed TURBO!

If you could examine the record books carefully,you would pro-
bably find that TURBO was a little late leaving Toronto on Decembar 12th.
1968. I 1like to think that the reason was that it was waiting for me. I
wish it had waited a little longer!

Wanting to remain gt my friend's house in Toronto as long as
possible,l delayed my departure to catch the TTC's subway until 1745 ho-
urg, A brisk but normal run from St. Clair Avenue brought me to Toron-
to's Union Station at 1800 hours and,at 1805,1 was still finding my way
to the station concourse, By 1809,1 had reached the concourse and at 1810
I was hastening to the TURBO departure track.

Alas for my efforts! At 1811, watched TURBO glide away from
the platform and out of Union Statlon,sastbound on its way to Montréal,
lgaving me (the first passenger to miss TURBO) behindl

At 1815,1 decided it wasn't coming back and that I would have
to do something about getting back to Montréal, So I went to the CN tick-
et wicket and bought a billet to Montréal on the overnight "Cavalier".So,
many hours later,-~ the next morning,in fact,I detrained at Dorval, dog-
tired but glad to be home,

So,I figure I am the first revenue passenger who paid a round-
trip fare to miss TURBO on the eastward return tun, Mabye it will not
make the record bookg,but I am putting in my claim,anyuay!
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CN's TURBO at mile 64 of the St-=Hyacinthe Sub,TURBO P-100 passes 2 RDC's
4 at 2.32 p.m,Note "whirly-bird" at upper left taking publicity photosl
Photo courtesy W.G.Blevins,
13

THE FIRST ACQUISITION of the Scotian Rallroad Society for their Museum,
This bhaggage car,no, 8018,was formerly part of CN's famous Museum Train,
€ The car made what was probably one of its fastest trips when it was mo-
vad from Montreal to Halifaex on manifest freight no, 440,
Photo 22 March 69 Mr. G. Pollock.



WAILTER'S
WANDERINGS

W.J.Bedbrook

I 4 ast summer,when I was working in

the northern part of Ontario, I
kept my trusty camera beside me
mast of the time,

CP RAIL gperates two locals out of Sudbury,one to Sault Ste-
Marle and the other to White River,on the main line west. On the White
River run,where the highuway does not parallel the railway,an RDC~-4 is
used,althuugh I never gaw much baggage or express in it,

On the run to the "Soo",where the highway parallels the track
for practically the whole distance,express is handled by a semitrailer~-
trailer (ugh!). Stops are made at way points to drop off the occasional
item.

Canadian Pacific no. 5433 is in a Centennial Park,behind the
CP station at Chapleau,0Ont, While it is located on a main street of the
town and is not fenced in,it has not suffered at all from vandalism and
ig in excellent condition and well maintained.

I'11 send in more "lWanderings" for the next issue!

tditor's note: Walter Bedbrook is a

Director of the Association, whose

particular pride and joy is Barring-
ton Station at the Canadian Railway

Museum, Mr. Bedbroock was working in
northern and western Ontario in the

summer of 1968 and 1969,
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CP RAIL's ROC &4 + RDC 3 White

River Local at White River ,

Ont,,reputed to be the cold-

est spot in eastern Canada.The
"magter" thermometer is housed
in the slatted box attached to
the platform railing,

-

The "consist" of CP RAIL's ser-

vice for expraess,freight,stc .
The combination might be iden-
tified as a RT=1 and an RT-2]

-«

The White River Locsl,~ CP RA-
IL's Sudbury-White River,Ont.,
service,standing in the sta-
tion at White River,




A VERY NECESSARY
TRAMWAY LINE

A PROGRESS REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE
ASSOCIATION URUGUAYA AMIGOS DEL RIEL

by
Sr., Omar M, Gil Soja, President

The cltizens of Montevideo, the capltal city of the Re-
public of Uruguay, South America, have seen the same sad reduction
of tram service on the streets of their city as many of thelr com-
patriots in North American urban areas. Despite this erosion of
practical city transport, the Assoclation Uruguaya Amigos del Riel
(Uruguayan Association o% Friends of the Rall), achieved a notable
triumph in 1967 when they persuaded the city administration to re-
open a stretch of city tram line which had been abandoned for some
time., The details of the project and its realization are given in
the following communication from Sr, Gil Soja:

"Since last October 15, Montevideo officially has a new
tram line - No, 36, on a portion of the ancient loop of lines nos,
33/36. The story of this success, so pleasant and so important to
railfans, began when the Municipaiity of Montevldeo decided to es-
tablish a historical and touristical quarter at Isla de Flores St.
now partially named Carlos Gardel, in a portion of the City that
has not changed significantly in the last L0 years,

The story of tram lines on thls street, goes back to the
horse-tram time, when it was run over by one of the several com-
panies of this kind that existed in the Barrio Sur (South Quarter)
district of the City. Subsequently, thils and other ones of these
lines were bought - (and amalgamated’ - as "la Transatlantica,"- a
company organized with German capital, looking to electrification,
From 1907 to 1933, Isla de Flores Street was travelled from Andes
to Juan D, Jackson Streets -~ a distance of 21 blocks by lines nos.
7/9 oriﬁinally and lines nos, 18/23 later on. Then, "La Transat-
lantica” was bought by the "Sociedad Comercial de Montevideo," the
rival tram company, organized by British capital, which was opera-
ting since 1906, Phig purchase was in 1928, In 1933, the tracks
were reduced by 8 blocks from Rio Branco to Ejido and then used by
lines nos, 23/33 until 1945, At that date, there was a change in
traffic, from left to right-hand operation, and then lines 23/33
were jJoined by line no. 36,

: More lately, our Association proposed to the authorities
the ldea of starting to runatram in this zone as a living museunm,
At the same moment, A,M, deT, (Municipal Transportation Board) had
made the same suggestion, and since they had the actual authority
to create it, the work started immediately.

Early in September, 1967 the news was published and very
soon & car was taken out of the Fernando Garcia Museum, where it
had been kept, Technical advice selected tram no. 595, an English
Electrie (Preston) vehicle with a Dick Kerr controller system K-3,
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which was incorporated 1into the service circa 1924%. Originally,
these were 255-304 series cars of the Sociedad Comercial de Monte-
video, and after unification with La Transatlantica Company, they
were renumbered into the 555-604 series, Many of these cars were
later rebuilt the same as the no, 595.

This selected tram was transported to the A,M, de T.'s
main workshops for a compléte overhaul, In the middle of Septem-
ber, the President of A,U,AJD.R,, Sr, Gil Soja, symbolically re-
moved the first pavement to uncover +the tracks, The necessary
columns to support the trolley wire were put in place.

On October 14, 1967 (Saturday) at 21.53 hrs,, a few min-
utes after electricity was connected to the line a tram once again
began to run over this Montevideo street leaving the Usina Gonzalo
Ramirez after nearly 1l years of absence to make a trial run while
the population of the Barrio Sur received it with applause emotion
and happiness, The meeting of the council of the Asociation Uru-
guaya Amigos del Riel took place on the car,

The official inauguration was on Sunday, the 15th., at
noon., Being present were authorities of the Municipal Transporta-
tion Board, the A,U.AD.R., and also many other people, The line
wag opened with a big popular success, and since that day, every
Saturday from 15,30 hrs, to 23.00 hrs,, and Sunday from 11.60 hrs.
to 13.00 hrs., Montevideans can give themselves the pleasure -of
again travelling by a tramway, paying a fare of agreeably small
amount,

Now the line runs only along 8 blocks of Carlos Gardel
and Isla de Flores Streets, from Rio Braneo to Ejido, and 4 addi-
tional over Ejido and Gonzaio Ramirez for arriving at the depot,
But the Municipality has ordered a study of the line's prolonga~
tion to Parque Rodo (Rodo Park). To supervise thils gtudy, they
have selected our President Sr, Gil Soja, who happily is a traffiec

engineering expert.,
D e A as

HOW THEY USED TO LOOK. A photograph of Car no. 276 of the ssries 255=
304 of the Sociedad Comercisl de Montevideo,built by English Electric a-
bout 1924, This series became nos. 555-604,Photo by Sr, 0.M.Gil-Soja.
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T TODAY,AT THE Usinma Gonzalo Ramirez,Montevideo,Car no. 595 hides behind
the walls of the usina,when it ¥8 not operating.Photo Sr.0.Gil-50ja.

90.0% 6% 6% 6% 4% % % o% o %
0.“.“.“.“.“.“.“.“.“.0

(0o omaizo}
(cron tava 1amm)

ASOCIACION URUGUAYA "AMIGOS DEL RIEL

Linea Tranviaria N2 36 s, moxr
1540001 4D2 Tk 13 corvbRY 3] 1967
Tosgurated sa dstaver 15%0. 1967

10 pewpe {33 STy

oomvecoidn

Al

O ) | Oy S PR

T4 GADM JCTUALMESTR.
Tra0ms Daed &b presat.

V1s DSTXITE PAML LL FROIOTCION,
xtating theeks foi preTongatson,

As you will see from the accompanying map, the Municipal
authorities wish to establish a line, not only with a historic and
touristic purpose, but also to serve as a real transportation sys-
tem, in the same way ag San Francisco's cable cars or Douglas'
(Isie of Man) horse~trams, Thus i1s provided a connection from the
centre of the town to a place of undoubted popular attraction, -
Parque Rodo, through an area that now suffers from a scarclty of
public transportaticn service.

The final projJect proposes the use of three additional
tram cars for this line from the Fernando Garcia Museum, No. 509
is similar to the present no. 595; no, 881 and 370 were built by
the Sociedad Comercial de Montevideo in their shops in 1932 and
1934, respectively,

Thus, the tramway 1s reborn in Montevideo. But the Aso-
clacion Uruguaya Amigos del Riel regard thils only as a symbol, and
have firmly decided to continue the fight for Improvement of the
rail tra?ﬁportation in all of the City, because Mopntevideo peeds
the raill® .

We are sufe that we speak for all of our readers when we
say "Congratulations to the A, U, A, D, R, for reviving service on
this Monﬁevidean tram line, May your future plans be crowned with
success’

A1l photographs for this report are by Sr. Omar M, Gil Soja.



BY F.A .KEMP

l&yﬂ[R.DDNALD GORDON died recently,at the age of 67,only

two years after he had retired from the presidency

of Canadian National Railways,which he had held

since 1950, Mr, Gordon died May 2,1969,at his home

in Westmount,Que. He had been Chairman of the Board

of British Newfoundland Development Corporation and

Churchill Falls Power Corporation,since leaving CN,
Mr, Gordon came to Canada from Scotland in his youth and was employed by
the Bank of Nova Scotia,rising through that organization to become Gen-—
eral Manager, When the Bank of Canada was sstablished in 1934, Rge was
asked to become its Deputy-Governor, His signature became familiar -~ to
his fellow-Canadians,appearing opposite that of Graham Towers on most
Canadian paper money. In 1940,he accepted the post of Chairman of Can-
ada'a Wartime Prices and Trade Board,the organization which had the most
difficult task of controlling consumer prices,product allocation and ra-
tioning during World War II,

His appointment as Presddent of Canadian National in

1950 was controversial at the time,but he began to

learn about railroading as energetically as he had

previously learned about banking, One of his prin=-

cigial tasks was the reorganization of the overwhelm-

ingly burdensome Company debt structure, In this he

was only partially successful,as may be seen from

the Railuway's current annusl report,where the in-

terest on the debt amounts to 70 million doklsrs .

However,Mr, Gordon's regime will be best remembered

for accomplishments such as system dieselization,the

pagsenger car order of 1954,construction of new li-

nes to tap northern natural resources,redevelopment

of terminal areas in major cities,especislly at Mon—

treal,nsw freight yards at Mancton,Mantreal,Torantao,

Joffre(Quebec),Sarnia,Winnipeg and Ssskatoon,nsw ac-

cess lines to Toronto and Vancouver,relocation of

lines at Mantreal and ather places, Prabably the

most important change in the late Mr, Gordon's re-

gime was the programme of complste "Visual Redesign"

which changed the Compsny's public imags completely

and transformed a hitherto conservative organization

into one which took its place in the avant—garde of

carporations of the second half of the Twentisth

Century,
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Passengers on CN lines had their ups and downs during Mr, Gordon's time,
The new equipment came in 1954 and the "Super Continental" service in
1955,but by 1960,the old "Continéntal" was gone, A reversal of the trend
began in 1961,when "Red,White and Blue" fares were introduced on Company
lines in the Maritimes,culminating in Canada's Centennial Year,1967,when
the system carrisd the largest passenger load in its hisory, Many pas-—
sengers rode in cars bought or leased from United States rallroads, to
augment the CN fleet,Freight services changed radically during Mr, Gordon's
tenurs,with the introduction of "piggyback",auto transporters,containers,
and unit trains,in addition to many other lnnovations. The widespread ap-
plication of microwave and train-radio were other advances in technology
which resulted in a complete transformation of Canadian National's aper-
ations, All but one of the Railway's five electric operations were ph-
ased out,along with the complete stud of steam locomotives, While most
of these changes were insvitable,the late Mr, Gordon was instrumental in
kesping Canadian National Railways in the forefront of progress and for
this alone,his fellow-Canadians owe him & great debt of gretitude.

THE THORNTON 8RANCH: The name of anothsr femous former
president of Canadian National,Sir Henry Thornton, who
held the post from the creation of the system in 1923
until he resigned in the midst of the financial crisis
of 1933,hae been given to the new branch line into Nor-
th Vancouver,8.C.The line includes a tunnel about  two
miles laong,beneath residential areas in the eastern part
of Vancouver and a bridge,spenning the Second Narrows of
Burrard Inlet,including a 503-foot 1ift span. The line
was begun in 1965 and eliminates a congested operation
along Vancouver's waterfront terminal trackage.This area
was plagued with many level crossings of public roads as
well as CP RAIL's main line and spur tracks.Access to
the new line,as to all CN facilities in Vancouver,is via
the Great Northern Rallroad,over which CN has trackage
rights from New Westminster. The name of Sir Henry is
also commemorated by Thornton Park,in front of CN's Van-
couver Station,

RAILS LEAVE LONGUEUTL: The City of Longueuil,on the south shore of the
St, Lawrence River,opposite Montreal,has apparently lost the last one of
four railways,which have served the area at various times since 1847.Now
that CN has relocated its Sorel Subdivision,formerly part of ths Quebec,
Montreel and Southern Railway,a subsidiary of the Delaware and Hudson,no
longer is thsre a rail line in the City, The D. & H, purchased the Q.M.&
S.,(abbreviated in the french language to"quel maudit service" or "what
damned service") from the South Shore Railway, Purchased by CN in 1929,
the line paralleled the St, Lauwrence,through St, Lambert to Longueuil .
Due to residsntial development in the former City,there were 22 public
crossings between the two Cities and very little industry, CN has opened
a new line from near St. Hubert R.C.A.F,air base to a new operating poirit
"Cartier",near the Boucherville interchange on the Trans—Canada Highway.
The new line enhances the potential of an undeveloped industrial area and
runs parallel to most roads,thus eliminating public road crossings. The
former line has been retainad from Cartier to the plants of United Air-
craft of Canada and Weston Bakeries in Longueull,about 1.5 miles.

Longueuil was the original terminus of the St, Lawrence
and Atlantic Rallroad,later leased by the Grand Trunk
Railway,from 1847 until,the completion of the Victoria
Bridge inm late 1859, From 1873,1it was the terminus of
the Montreal,Portland and Boston Railroad,a wholly-—gwn—
ad subsidiary of the South Eastern Railrpad, After 1883
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when the S.E.R, was leased by the Canadian Pacific, the
latter Company arranged trackage rights over Victoria
Bridge to Grand Trunk's Bonaventure Station,so that,for
a brief period,C.P.R, trains may have used this famous
Montreal terminus,

0, R N, — NOT DEAD YET: The (Qgdensburg and Norwood Rallroad,western ex-
tremity of the now-defunct Rutland,whose demise was snnounced prematurely
in these pages,may not be so dead,after all., A recent announcement tells
of a redevelopment plan for this property., Our Ottawa member,W,R,Linley,
learned from the 0. & N.'s superintendent that the freight embargo was
required because of the unsafe condition of two on-line bridges., An in-
Junction is being sought against the Stste of New York,who,according to
the terms of the lease,must maintain the right-of-way and have not done
s0, Operations are planned to resume in July,with diesel engine no. 1,an
ALCO S5-4,c/n 78407,built in October,1950, The Compsny also owns an ex-CP
RAIL caboose and snow—-plow.,

STATIONS OLD AND NEW: CP Subsidiary,Marathon Realty Li-
mited,is playing havoc with station arrangements in many
smaller Canadian cities and towns. New shopping centres
on CP RAIL property in Ponoka,Alta,,Maple Creek,Sask,.and
Cornwall,Ont.,have necessitated new stations, The first
two towns got them but Cornwall's freight shed was pro-
moted to station status. No matter,as Cornwall has no
passenger service,anyuway! The CN's station at Ayrnees,Que,
was recently demolished and replaced by & small operator's
cabin, The former structure of a standard Canada Atlantic
Railway design,was similar to Barrington Station,which was
preserved and is now restored at the Association's Canadian
Railway Mussum at Delson/St—Constant,Qus, Scheduled for
imminent destruction is the fine old vintage-1890 brick CN
station at St-Jean,Que. Built by the Grand Trunk Railuway ,
its demolition is deemed necessary to facilitate the con-
struction of a new highway bridge over the Richelisu Ri-
ver,on the location of the disused pile trestle,original-
ly built for the Stanstead,Shefford and Chambly Railroad,
about 1856,

PAINT SCHEMES AND MULTIMARKS: A considerable number of CP RAIL "Grove"
series 10-roomette 5-bedroom sleepers are being given the "New Image"and
may appear in the consist of the "Canadian" this summer., Four of the old-
er dissel units have been turned out in the new colours (7094,8450, 8568
and 8100),., Units with cabs at the rear,such as switchers and the 8100's
pose a problem,in that the multimark must be placed on the cab and the
number elsewhere than in this traditional location, This relocation may
cause some difficulty "on the road",as numbers placed on the hood are not
as readily readeble and are more inclined to become obscured.CP RAIL'as
MLW-Worthington Century 630's are classed DRF-30d,nos, 4508 to 4528; the
Century 636's are classed DRF-36a,nos, 4700 to 4728 and the "maverickex-—
perimental 4,000 hp, unit,presently ORF-36a no. 4729 may bs reclassified
DRF-40a and numbered 4900, Thanks to Mr, Roger Boisvert for this item,

ROBOTS: 1,2,3-infinity! Canadian Westinghouse Company
has stated that the set of WABCO RMU locomotive equip-
ment,on trial on CP RAIL,has been returned at the con-
clusion of the trial and is no longer in revenue ser-
vice, Meanuwhile,two more ROBOT body units are being
prepared at CP RAIL's Angus Shops from those hsndy,
solidly-built silk express cars, No, 4473 will become
ROBOT 3,no,1002 and no, 4478 will emerge as ROBOT &4 ,
no, 1003, Two more of the silk cars are in the yard ,
but it is not known definitely that they will ba con-
verted,
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