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SPEEDER
BN THE
EARMI 5UB

Hal Riegger

Photos by the Author.

round here, they all say that the
last train to run over that track
was the "National Dream". And, in
a way, they're right,although the
"National Dream" was not a train ,
but the title of Pierre Berton's
novel about the history of an idea
that resulted in Canada's first
transcontinental railway, known,
for simplicity's sake, as the CPR.

For ninety years, Canadian Pacific Railway has been in the minds
of Canadians and others, and especially in 1974, when a television
series, based on Mr. Berton's two volumes on the construction of the
CPR was- shown in eight installments on television in Canada. People
around Penticton, British Columbia and the Carmi Subdivision of the
Kootenay Division were and are particularly conscious - and proud,
for it was a mere 50 miles away from their town that filming of some
of the most spectacular country was done for the television series.

Ex-Canadian Pacific steam locomotive Number 136, a 4-4-0, lea-

sed from Ontario Rail Association of Brampton, Ontario and fitted
with a mushroom stack for the occasion, with a boxcar, baggage car
and coach of early vintage, was brought all the way out west, via

Crowsnest Pass, along CP RAIL's tracks in southern British Columbia.
This was during the summer of 1973.

THE MOST APPROPRIATE EXPLANATION OF THIS MONTH'S PECULIAR COVER LIES
in the brief note which accompanied it: "This picture, which may in-
terest you, was taken on June 30, 1974 at Crowsnest, B.C. I could
not resist the temptation to superimpose a "Beaver" crest on a CP
RAIL "A" unit in the new colours. The surprising thing is that the
combination looks quite good. Cordially yours, Andrew Sutherland".

PENTICTON, BRITISH COLUMBIA: 0700 HOURS. THE CP RAIL SPEEDER IS ROL-
led out of the shed, checked over and fuelled, preparing for the
trip up the hill to McCulloch.
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CANADIAN 5 RA I L

In June of the same year, the 21st. to be precise, the Carmi
Subdivision was closed officially to further traffic. Freight re-
venue had dropped to the point where maintenance of service was no
longer financially profitable or practical. Passenger service ceased
about 15 years earlier, when the last passenger equipment in the
form of RDC "Dayliners", was taken off. Most people didn't notice
either mortality. But some observers were fully aware of the event,
such as those enthusiasts who were willing to travel 3,000 miles
just to see the "old" Fairbanks-Morse "C-Liners" and "Trainmasters"
at Nelson, British Columbia.

My experience of August 24, 1974, centered around a ride on a
speeder of over 100 miles round-trip, from Penticton eastward to
within seven miles of McCulloch. Today, McCulloch is only a name on
a map and a sign along CP RAIL's track. Historically, it is signi-
ficant, however, being named for Andrew McCulloch, surveyor and
builder of this portion of the Kettle Valley Railway.

I was with the section foreman on one of his monthly trips over
the right-of-way, to check it and to report on vandalism; to remove
a few fallen rocks from the rails and, in general, to note and cor-
rect anything remiss.

Rails descend from West Summerland in the mountains to the west
through Penticton, at the foot of Okanagan Lake, and rise out of the
valley, climbing to the east. It was eastward towards McCulloch and
Midway that our trip took us.

Sharp contrasts will surely be noted by anyone riding a speeder

on an inspection trip, in comparison to riding in a locomotive cab
or in a regular passenger coach. There are many grade corssings in
the city of Penticton. One of the funniest contrasts was the first-
time experience of riding on a rail vehicle and having to wait at

the crossings for automobiles'! Wheels on speeders are sometimes in-
sulated and therefore do not activate the circuit for the automatic
crossing flashers and bell. Besides, my section foreman friend said,
even if they did, it is doubtful that the motorists would pay any
attention, now that nothing has run over this line for over a year.

For some reason or other, the rubber-padded scrapers in front
of the forward wheels of the speeder were absent and debris on : the
railheads was not automatically scraped aside. We had to watch  the
rails constantly. Rocks could cause trouble, naturally, but so could

WE CLIMBED THE LONG 2% GRADE UP THE MOUNTAINSIDE ABOVE OKANAGAN LAKE.
At eight o'clock on an August morning, the sun is already hot.

JUST AHEAD IS TUNNEL NUMBER 2, THE COOL SPOT WHERE WE STOPPED TO GET
a pailful of fresh spring-water.

OUR IMAGINARY ORDERS SAID "WATCH FOR ANIMALS ON THE TRACK". WE DID
and this is what we saw. This well-exercised bull might have made
a mess of our speeder, but he turned off the right-of-way to let
us pass safely.

GASSING UP THE SPEEDER AT THE SIDING AT CHUTE LAKE. OCTAGONAL WATER
towers, almost a CPR trademark in southern British Columbia, are
being demolished with startling rapidity. Soon none of these pictur-
esque structures will remain.
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twigs, leaves and bits of animal dung, which made the speeder bump
and clank along, as though it intended to leave the rails at any mo-
ment. Then there were the patches where the weeds and grass had
grown up so thick that you couldn't see the rails. The speeder went
clattering along, just the same - and so did we - with a strong, if
blind, faith in its ability to stay on the track.

As we slowly climbed out of the valley of the Okanagan, the

lake, campers and many speedboats came into view below us, while we
clattered up one of CP RAIL's steepest grades. Entering a tunnel cur-
ving more than 20 degrees, suddenly we were cool and refreshed after
riding through the Okanagan's August heat. I held a flashlight for
my friend, as we moved slowly through the echoing darkness. We stop-
ped midway, where he filled a two-gallon pail with fresh spring wa-
ter flowing out of the tunnel's rocky side. This was his special tr-
eat; he said it made better coffee for him, at home.

If you want to see true railroad construction, a line driven
through with picks, shovels, crow-bars and blasting powder, without
the asistance of any of today's heavy machinery, just look at the
Carmi Subdivision. It is like much of CP RAIL's main line across

southern British Columbia, from Crowsnest Pass in the east to Hope
in the west. Here are a few facts that demonstrate the difficulties
encountered in early railroading and which I saw for myself on this
ride: a more or less constant grade of about 2% for close to 35 mi-

les; curves as sharp as 12 degrees; four tunnels; 23 steel bridges
and wooden trestles; and the highest altitude on the entire Kettle
Valley line - including, in a general way, CP RAIL's line from

Crowsnest Pass to Hope. This is indeed a unique section of railway.

Besides such inanimate impediments as twigs and dried dung, we
had to follow a small herd of cattle some two miles, before they had

the sense to move off the right-of-way, as little as five feet, to
let us pass with safety. I am sure that the huge herd-bull, bringing
up the rear, got more exercise in those few minutes than he had in

a long time.

Bears and deer are commonly seen in this area, although all we
saw on the day of our trip was a number of grouse and one large hawk.
It crossed my mind that many of these animals and birds were of a
generation that had never seen a train. In the space of slightly more

NEAR LORNA, WE WERE APPROACHING THE HIGHEST PORTION OF THE CARMI
Subdivision. Far below, through the haze, we could discern the town
of Kelowna, the garden spot of the Okanagan Valley.

SUDDENLY, WE WERE RUMBLING OUT OVER ANOTHER, HIGHER, MORE SPECTACULAR
trestle. On an open, unprotected speeder, the impression of great
height is almost frightening. Its more comfortable to keep on looking
straight forward!

YET ANOTHER IN THE ALMOST ENDLESS SERIES OF SPIDER-WEB STEEL TRESTLES.
Sometimes, down the canyon,there's a glimpse of Okanagan Lake.

ONE OF THE STILL-REMAINING WOODEN TRESTLES, A BEAUTIFUL EXAMPLE OF
the civil engineer's art in wood, rather than in steel. This was the
locale where many sequences of the "National Dream" with ex-CPR
steam engine Number 136 were photographed. No long ago, extensive
repairs were carried out on this trestle, as evidenced by the pile
of lumber on the ground at the far end.
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Audley 312.68 Abandoned.

Cherrywood 318.91

Staines 324.61 Opened in the 1960s.
Neilsons 325.31 Opened in the 1960s.
TORONTO YARD 326.42 Opened in the 1960s.
McCowan 327 .41 Opened in the 1960s.
Agincourt 327.62

Kennedy 328.52 Junction with the Havelock

Subdivision (08Q).

The stations noted "opened in the 1960s" were established at the
time of the opening of the new Toronto Yard.
Summary:

On this relatively short line of 183.42 miles, 14 of the
original 33 stations have either been abandoned or renamed. Of the
13 stations opened in the 26 years following the opening of the.line,
6 were subsequently abandoned.

FOR PLANT SWITCHING PURPOSES AND WORKING THE CN INTERCHANGE, CANADIAN
Arsenals Limited of St-Paul 1'Ermite, Québec has an MLW
S$-3, Number 1, S/N 77280, built 4-52. Here is Number 1 in
CN's Montréal Yard on 5 July 1975, in town for routine repairs.
Pierre Patenaude sends the photo and the information.

THE PROVIDENCE & WORCESTER RAILROAD OF NEW ENGLAND ORDERED THREE AD-
ditional model M 420 R units from MLW Industries, B/N M-
6086-01, -02 and -03, Road Numbers 2003 through 2005 and
these units were delivered on 1, 3 and 7 May 1975. Pierre photograph-
ed Number 2004 at CN's Longue Pointe Yard on 5 May 1975,
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AT OGDEN SHOPS, CALGARY, CP RAIL HAS REWIRED GP 9 NUMBER 8530 AND HAS
rated the unit at 1750 hp. Number 8530 came east to St-Luc
Yord, Montréal, for testing after the repair program  was

completed on 10 March 1975 and Pierre photographed it on 13 April 1975,

THE PICTURE FROM THE ASSOCIATION'S ARCHIVES, THIS MONTH, COMES FROM

4’a’lu negative loaned to the Public Archives of Canada. It shows two
Grand Trunk Railway engines, 2-8-0 Number 619 and 0-6-0 Number 1682
at Belleville,Ontario, in 1911, GTR 0-6-0 1682 was built by the Gr-
and Trunk Railway Company's shops at Pointe-St-Charles, Montréal, in
1907 and was originally numbered 106, renumbered in 1910 to 1682 and
to CNR 7150 in 1924, Number 619 was built by Montreal Locomotive
Works in 1910 and was renumbered in 1924 to CNR Number 2650.
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visit the Canadian Railway Museum StConstant; Quebec, Canada.
-More than 100 pieces of equipment on display -
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