










































































CANADIAN 154 — RA I L

OCTOBER 9TH, 1977 - SOD TURNING '1887 STYLE IN 1977'

A bright sun shines even though a chill wind sweeps down from the
North. People collect at a clearing in the brush at the site of
the future rail museum. Standing patiently to one side is
Gorgeous George, Champion Canadian Mule, and his partner coupled
to the lines and traces of a turn of the Century slush scraper.
After the usual introductions Councillor Don Gerrie representing
the Mayor of Winnipeg takes handles in hand, the mules take the
load and the sod is turned. The Councillor is heard to remark
that the mules seem to be in high gear while he's still in low
as they progress across the site. It should be pointed out that
the home of the mules is also the home of the Association's 1889
vintage Northern Pacific and Manitoba Railway station that has
been refurbished by the Association and is dedicated to the 1ife
and times of the rural station agent.

With the simple ceremonies over all present retire, some to pre-
pare for the evening's 'Countess of Dufferin Banquet' at the Hotel
Fort Garry, the rest to their family thanksgiving dinners with
their families, etc.

Not your usual sod turning ceremony, on the other hand its not every

day that we celebrate the arrival one hundred years ago of our first
locomotive, nor the donation of 14.8 acres of land for the construction

of a museum. Councillor D.I.Gerrie of Winnipeg is doing the honors with

a vintage scraper from the Agriculture Museum of Austin, behind a team

of mules from Miami, Manitoba. Photo courtesy Midwestern Rail Association.






















