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Early in 1892 Ottawa Electric Railway sweeper No. 2, just
delivered from the builders, was photographed outside the
car barns on Albert Street. Standing on the front platform
of the sweeper we see, left to right, Messrs. Warren Y. Soper,
Thomas F. Ahearn, P, St. George C.E. At the contraller
is Frank Ahearn, then five years old, who would be the last
president of the Ottawa Electric Railway half a century lates
Public Archives of Canada. PA-33907.

opposite

One of the first Ottawa electric cars was open car No. 10
built in 1891.
Public Archives of Canada. C-2460.

Seven street cars, same open same closed, jammed with
people going ta the Church of England Sunday School
picnic at Ottawa Electric Park in July 1893.

Public Archives of Canada. PA-27305.
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SEVEN HUNDRED DAYS
THE STORY OF AHEARN & SOPER AND
THE BEGINNING
OF ELECTRIC TRACTION IN OTTAWA
By: Fred Angus.

1. Introduction - Ottawa Considers Electrification.

The nineties of the last century was the time
when the electric street railway ‘“‘took over” as the
main means of public transportation in the cities
of North America. In that decade most of the
horse car lines were electrified, cable car systems
(some only a few years old) were converted, and
new systems were built, in addition to numerous
extensions to existing electric systems. In Canada
one of the pioneers of the electric railway move-
ment was the Ottawa Electric Railway, begun in
1890, opened in 1891 and always a leader in the
industry. This is the remarkable story of how this
system came to be, how it weathered the storms,
literally and figuratively, of the first year of its
existance, and how it affected the development of
transit in Canada, all within the short time of 700
days.

Y|‘o appreciate fully the importanee of the Ottawa
Electric Railway to the history of the city transit
in Canada it is necessary to consider the status
of electric railway lines in 1830. The preceding
five years had seen tremendous strides in electric
railway development in the United States, usually
in more temperate climates, and much of the
technique of urban operation was still being dev-
eloped. In Canada electric cars were running near
Windsor Ontario (since 1886), St. Catharines (since
1887} and on the Summer-only exhibition line
in Toronto (since 1885). In 1890 itself the lines
in Vancouver and Victoria B.C. had opened as
electric routes (never having run horse cars), and
a short electric line was under construction in
Winnipeg which would open in 1891.

No other city in Canada had electric street
cars, and, except for the yet-unproven Winnipeg
line, none of the cities that had electric service had
the severe winters and heavy snowfall of Ottawa.
Certainly the winters in St. Catharines, Windsor
and southern British Columbia were far different
from those in the Ottawa valley. This was the
situation when the city council of Canada’s cap-
ital decided to consider the possibility of intro-
ducing electric street cars into their city.

Ottawa in 1890 was a city of about 41,000

people, and had been the capital of the Dominion
of Canada for 23 vyears not to mention its role
as capital of the old province of Canada for nine
yvears before that. No longer was it the old vil-
lage of Bytown but was an important national
capital whose importance was growing all the time.
It was still the Ottawa of Sir John A. MacDonald,
who was then in the last year of his life, but it
was only ten years away from the Twentieth Cen-
tury which a future Prime Minister would say
“belonged to Canada”. Clearly, in keeping with
its growing importance, Ottawa needed an up-to-
date street railway, and in 1890 that meant an
electric street railway. True, Ottawa had a street
railway, and in fact had had one for 20 years, but
it was quite small and of course horse-operated.
This was the Ottawa City Passenger Railway which
had been incorporated in 1866 with a perpetual
charter and opened in 1870. The leading spirit
behind the O.C.P.R. was Thomas C. Keefer (1821 -
1915) one of the foremost engineers in nineteenth
century Canada who had designed and built a num-
ber of public works in the Ottawa area and else-
where. Although there were several shareholders
in the company Mr. Keefer owned the majority
of the stock. Initially the company owned six
horse cars and a line that ran between New Ed-
inburgh and the Chaudiere Falls via Sussex, Sparks,
Wellington and Duke Streets. Cars ran at 20 min-
ute intervals, and in later years 15 minute service
was provided. One of these cars has, very fortun-
ately, been preserved and may be seen at the Nat-
ional Museum of Science and Technology in Ottawa.
In winter, sleighs were used, and in spring and
autumn omnibusses came into service. The latter
were decidedly uncomfortable as they bumped
over the rough unpaved streets, although a certain
degree of comfort returned in the spring when
the rails could again be used. Since no significant
extensions had been made, except for a physica-
lly-disconnected section in Rockcliffe, there was
no service at all to the areas of the city opened
up between 1870 and 1890.

About 1888 the Ottawa City Council, hearing
of the success of the pioneer electric lines in the
United States, began to think of electric street
cars for Ottawa. The big problem was, of course,
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A MAP OF OTTAWA IN 1877 SHOWING THE HORSE CAR LINE AS WELL AS THE STREETS ON WHICH THE
ELECTRIC CARSWOULD LATER RUN.



One of the original horse cars of the Ottawa City Passenger Railway buili in 1870. This photo was taken many years
later (note the absence of street car wheels), and this car has been preserved at the Museum of Science and Technology
in Ottawa.

Public Archives of Canada. C-2458.

In the Spring and Autumn, omnibusses were used during the time the track was not passable. This ancient specimen,
with sagging roof, was nearing the end of its career as it struggles through the mud of Sparks Street in 1890. The efec-
tric line would make all this a thing of the past.

Public Archives of Canada. C-17827.
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winter operation as it was realized that year-ro-
und electric service was the ideal, although perhaps
unattainable, goal. Such as electric line would
not replace the old company (which, as we have
seen, had a perpetual charter) but would be in
addition to it, running on different streets. By
1890 the City Council was prepared to act and
they placed an advertisement offering to give a
franchise to anyone who would make a definite
offer to build the line, and who would also put
up $5000 as a guarantee of good faith. This set
the stage for the historic events of 1890 and 1891.

Il. The Contract Is Awarded - 1890.

In the Spring of 1890 a few replys came as a
result of the City's offer, but the only definite
scheme came from a Toronto syndicate headed by
W.H. Howland. Mr. Howland came to Ottawa on
July 7 1890 and laid his proposal before Coun-
cil. Briefly this was for a company of $250,000
capital (only $50,000 of which would be sub-
scribed in Ottawa) which would build five lines in
Ottawa and have them operating by the end of
1892. Mr. Howland had an Ottawa partner, Mr.
J.A. Gemmill, and it was through the latter that
further negotiations took place. It certainly looked
as if the way would soon be clear for the new
modern street railway system for the city of Ottawa.

At first things went well. The City Council,
having first considered holding a referendum,
decided, on July 15 1890, to give the franchise to
Howland. A contentious clause, which would have
meant. forfeiture of the charter if all lines were not
completed by the deadline, was dropped, and the
syndicate agreed to pay the city $400 for each
mile of double track and $300 for each mile of
single track. Furthermore, they also agreed to
leave the $5000 deposit (which had not yet even
been deposited!) with the City until the comple-
tion of the work. As the Summer went on it looked
as if most of the discussion had boiled down to the
type of rail to be used, the City wanting girder
rail throughout, and the syndicate wanting less
expensive ““T" rail in some places.

Yet things were not really going well. Although
the usual arguments were made pro and con for
electric traction it soon turned out that the How-
land syndicate was not all that well versed in ele-
ctric railway matters. As an example, Mr. Gemmill,
in listing Canadian cities that had electric cars,
included Saint John N.B. which did not have them
until 1893! Above all, the $5000 deposit had not

been made despite almost daily assurances that
the cheque would be delivered momentarily. Fin-
ally the city set a deadline of 3.00 P.M. on October
20 1890 for delivery of the cheque failing which
the negotiations with the Howland syndicate would
be broken off. On October 18 the syndicate prom-
ised again to deliver the cheque, and in fact de-
posited $5000 in a bank account to the credit of
Mr. Howland giving a receipt to the City. This was
not, of course, acceptable and the deadline of 3.00
P.M. October 20 passed without the City receiving
the cheque. This fact was announced in the even-
ing papers that day and was to be considered at a
Council meeting that night. The citizens of Ottawa
were disappointed for it looked as if their hopes
for electric street cars had been dashed.

At the Council meeting that night Mr. Gemmill
tried to explain his reluctance to make the deposit
and he did offer, under protest, a cheque for $5000
if the City would not accept his previous receipt.
But Mayor Erratt that any such deposit should be
unconditional, and in any case the deadline had
passed. Most important of all a letter had just
been received that altered the whole situation.
There then ensued some debate as to whether this
letter should be read, after which this new, soon-
to-be-historic letter was read to the City Council:

Ottawa, October 20, 1890.
The Mayor and Corporation of Ottawa,
Gentlemen,-

Understanding  that the security
offered by the Company with whom negotiations
have been carried on for some months for the con-
struction of an electric raflway in this city is not
satisfactory to your Corporation: and that the
time stipulated for making such security satisfactory
has expired, thereby terminating your negotiations
with that Company: we now offer to undertake
the immediate formation of a local company for
the construction and operation of the raflway in
accordance with the terms of the agreement already
prepared, and as security for the proper fulfillment
of the contract we enclose herewith our accepted
cheque in favour of your Corporation for the sum
of $5000.00.

Yours truly,

Ahearn & Soper
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Enclosed with the letter was an accepted che-
que, No. C955 on the Bank of Ottawa, for $5000
made out to the Corporation of Ottawal One can
well imagine the effect of this bombshell on the City
Council. A lengthy debate ensued as to the pros
and cons of both offers and whether the City
could legally back out of the Howland agreement
since their $5000 deposit had been received, al-
oeit late and under protest. On the other hand
the firm of Ahearn and Soper was a company of
undoubted integrity with a reputation for getting
things done, and furthermore was a local company,
ensuring against “‘absentee landlordism’ of the
system. It also turned out that the Howland group
had only produced their cheque after they got
wind of the A&S offer. At length a vote was called,
and by a vote of 12 to 10 it was resolved to term-
inate the negotiations with the Howland syndi-
cate and furthermore to accept the offer of Ahearn
and Soper. The cheque of A. & S. was thereupon
handed to treasurer Kirby who next day deposited
it in the City’s account in the Quebec Bank. One
alderman gave notice of intent to propose a motion
of reconsideration, and so the matter was still
undecided. But public opinion favoured Ahearn
and Soper, and on October 30 the Howland syn-
dicate withdrew, the reconsideration motion was
dropped, and so the coast was clear.

" 'ERE'S A GO!” proclaimed a newspaper
headline on Tuesday October 21 1890 in announ-
cing the surprising turn of events, for the fact that
Ahearn and Soper were now involved suggested to
many that the electric railway would be built
after all. Although their bid on the street railway
was a surprise to most people, the firm of Ahearn
and Soper was already well known in Ottawa.
It was a partnership of two corporate geniuses of
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries,
Thomas Franklin Ahearn and Warren Young Soper.
Mr. Ahearn was born in Ottawa on June 24 1855,
while Mr. Soper had been born in Oldtown Maine
on March 9 1854 but came to Ottawa in 1856 at
the. age of two. Both were good friends at school,
both started their careers as office boys, and both
in time became telegraph operators, working at the
office of the old Montreal Telegraph Company.
Although later going, temporarily, their seperate
ways, their interests were still allied. Mr. Soper
later became manager of the Dominion Telegraph
Company, and subsequently superintendant of
that company’s lines. In 1882 he was offered the
position of superintendant of C.P.R. telegraphs
in the Ottawa valley but declined, having made up
his mind to go into the electrical business in partner-
ship with his old friend Mr. Ahearn. So it was that
in 1882 was formed the partnership of Ahearn and

The Evening Journal

WoonrurN & Ross, Publighes.
36 ELGIN ST.
R
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T IEURDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1890.

A
Atighrn & Sopir ﬁp%ﬁ' Hoy-
land and Gemmill.

THE HOWLARD ELECTRIC RAILWAY
CONTRACT SQUASHED.

Flerce Debate Among the Olty
Fathers Last Niglht.

Local Men Step into the Breach with
atheque for $5,000, and Uarry the
Day by a Vote of 12 to 10—Notlce of
Re-consideration Given by Ald,
Borthwiok,

—————

When the olty coumoll met last evenlog,
Mayor Errath and twenbdy-two aldermen were
present, The abeentees wore Hill and Richard.
" The mireed railway question was inbroduced
by a letter from Mr. W. H. Howland’s eoli-
oitors, Measrs, Gemmill and May., It re-
.newed the tender of she Imperial Bank
deposit recelpy  for 85,000 as forfelt for
Mr, . Howland's: due fulfilment cf hi®
contraod with ths olty.. It also enclosed a
cheque for 85,000, sert under protest, in case

the connoll sfter consideration still refused bo |:

touoh the deposit recelps, Mr. Howland

olaimed the depiosit receipt was smple saourity,
Tha oheque proved to be payabls ** ¢4 pro-

:tiold depond receipt,” or something ol that
ad.

THE MAYOR WOULD NOT SIGN,
. Mayor Erratt said that ae the oheque was
-made payabla subjeat to aondlvions, he had
nob felt justified In signing the contrace, and,
a8 he understood there was another lebver bo_
oome np, he aetked that the matber mighe

] I ’
'S A GO!

stand over,
THE NIGGER IN THE FENOE,

Ald. Henderaon ross bo suggent thab a labber
from Messre, Absarn.& Soper, which bad been
for some daye in the hande of the oty clerk,
be road beforn a vote ba taken.

Ald. Borthwick protested.
members of the counoil bad been dealiog iu a
nob perleotly sbraightforwnrd mauner.

Ald, Heney thought Mr, Gammill had bLeeu
dismiseed .

Ha folt some

Ald. Gordon yfrot-uabed agatnst  Dlessrs
Abhearn & Sopez’s lobter bui g rend.
Tha wayor ruled that the letter bo read,
I Ald, Borthwick protesved,
The maycr again ruled it in order.

Ald. Soosb thunght the ludter abould ba
road, though no direos inotion should be made
on it

AHEARN AND BOIER'S OFFRIL

The following letter was than read :

Orrawa, October 20, 1890,
The Mayor and Corporation,Oltawa ;

GentLenzN, — Understanding bhat bhe so- .
curity vifered by the compsoy with whor sego-
\iatione havs bren carried oo for ome months
for vhe constraoction of sa elestric rallway
in bhis city is not satisfacrory bo your gorpura=
tion ; and that the bime stipulated for makin,

such seourity embisfactory has expired,
thereby terminadiog  your gotiabi
with  that ocompany, we now offer

to undertake the [mmediate formatlon of &
local company for the construcdion and opera-
tlon of the rallway, in acoordsncs with the
termn of agreermenty already prepared, and, as
sequridy for the Ekcper fulfilmenb of theoon-
braot, we encloss berewith an accepted cheque
18u5°r&]vor of your oorporatlon for the sum of

. Yours truly,
{Signed) AHRARN & Borxs,
The offer was accompanied by a cheque for
$5,000 on bhe Ottawa bank,

ALD. BENDEBSON SAYS TAKR IT.

Ald. Henderaon, moved zeconded by Ald.
Heuey, "‘that this council having oounsidersd
the commuuications va the aubjeot of tha de-
poeit of 85,000 by Messra Howland & Gim-
mill in bhe mabter of bhe proposed eleotrio rail.
WRY, her with dhe oorr d re~
ferred bo herewith,instencd the civy treasurer to
rodurn the deposis receipt and cheque and
unobily shem thab all further negotiations in
the mabdter are hereby terminated.

‘“ Alyo, that the offer of Mesers. Ahearn &
Soper, sccompanied by their marked cheque
for $5,000, [be accepved and thab the street rail-
way commidtee be instructed $0 have a new

b preparad and ted forthwith on
the same terma as thoss of the proposed agree-
ment with Messrs. Howland and Gemmill,”

ALD. OEANNELL TALES OUT,

Ald. Oravoell had been a rail road man from
he beginniog,ghut he dhought the time had
some when iy was due to sbop Mr, Howland,
Wheu the time oawna 83 complete the conbraob,
Mr. Howland eenb dowa & receipb which his re-
p vor wers ash d of b lves and
withdrew. Then he sent down » receipt whioh
bankers, merchaots and lawyers agreed wes na
good. Now osme a oh(que sccompanied by a
letbor containing condisions which no business
mao could accepd. He had three boys, and if
sither of bhem accopted ruch » dooumend he
8b.uld feel inclined to whip bhim.

ALD, HENDEBEON'S MOTIOR CABBIES,

Ald Heuoderson's molion was then pub and
cartind on the followivg divisidn «
U Yeas—Ald. Busterworth, Carapbell, Cran-
nell, Farrgll, Monderaon. Heney, ltutchison
Johostone, Laverdure, Raphacl, Roger sud
Sertm.—12.

Nays—Ald, Askwith, ‘lapbia,
lorthwick, Durocher, Gordon,
lonk, Soots and Stroud,—10.
Ald. Borbhwlick gave uotive of reconsidera-
tlon and the gonvoil adjourned.

—

Bivgham,
MancLosan,

What |5 Sald To-day.

IFew actiona of the clby council for many
yenrs hovo oreatad as mnch senaation as bhe
vote of lash evening, givlag the contraat for
the construction of the cleotric street railwsy
bo Blosars. Ahearn & Soper.

WHAT MRSSBS, AOKARN & SOPEK BAY.

Mesars, Ahearn & 'Sopar were seen by Tue
JOURNAL tbia morning.  The reporter found
them bolding a regular laves of some of the
principal mer of tho city. who were exbending
vhem bheir oopgratuladions on their haviag
secured the conbraot.

“ERE'S A GO”. The account of the stormy meeting of the
Ottawa City Council on Octaber 20 1890 as seen in the news-

paper the next day. The handwritten date under the headline

is by the original Warren Y. Soper. The excitement of the
occasion must have reached even the newspaper compaositor
who got the printed day of the week spelled wrong!

Collection of Warren Y. Soper.




A cheque that made history. This is the actual $5000. cheque that Ahearn and Soper sent to the City of Ottawa on
October 20 1890 to secure the contract to build the electric railway. Note the endorsement of Treasurer Kirby on the
back. and the stamp showing it was deposited on October 21. The cheque, after being cancelled, was returned ta Ahearn

and Soper and has been preserved.
Collection of Warren Y. Soper.

Soper which was to last unbroken for 42 vyears
until Mr. Soper’s death in 1924. The first large
contract awarded to the new firm came from
Thomas Shaughnessy of the C.P.R. who gave them
the contract to supply telegraph instruments for
C.P. from the Atlantic to Pacific.. From then on
Ahearn and Soper forged ahead and constructed
and equipped some of the largest electrical works
in Canada including long-distance telephone and
telegraph lines. In 1887 they had organized the
Chaudiere Electric Company which had purchased
the Baldwin property and was increasing its cap-
acity to supply dependable hydroelectric power.
By 1890 the company was providing Ottawa with
an excellent electric light service and was in a
very good position to increase its capacity even
more to power the electric street cars. For some
weeks they had thought of tendering for the street
railway but had been reluctant to do so until the
Gemmill negotiations broke down. It is therefore
little wonder that most Ottawa citizens were pleas-
ed that Ahearn and Soper would now have the
chance to build the electric railway. At about

Thomas Franklin Ahearn and Warren Y. Soper as they
appeared at the time of the building of the Ottawa
Electric Railway.

From the Utica Globe, April 11 1891, Collection of
Warren Y. Soper.
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11:30 A.M. on Wednesday November 5 1890 the
contract was signed between the City of Ottawa
and the firm of Ahearn and Soper to build equip
and operate an electric street railway in the City

of Ottawa.

Ill. The Struggle For The Charter. 1890 - 1891.

Even before the formal resolution of November
5 Ahearn and Soper were making plans and init-
iating procedures for constructing the electric
railway. As early as October 24, eighteen men were
starting work on the excavations for the flume for
the power house at the old Baldwin property at
the Chaudiere Falls. The completed power station
would cost $12,500 and would supply 800 horse-
power, enough to run the street cars. In mid-Novem-
ber formal application was made for a charter, and
soon thereafter the rails and cars were ordered.
The car design was described as being ““a facsimile of
the Broadway cars’’, and thirteen (10 motors and
3 trailers) were ordered from Patterson and Corbin
of St. Catharines Ont. On December 13 Mr. Patter-
son of that firm was in Ottawa and stated that the
cars would be ready long before they were required.
They would be very luxuriously fitted up, the doors
sashes mouldings and ceilings would be quarter-
oak veneer, and the seats would be upholstered with
Wilton carpet imported from England. By the end
of the year a sample of the new girder rail was
exhibited and was found to be even more suitable
than the one originally planned. Also before the end
of 1890 Messrs. Ahearn and Soper announced that
they would run electric cars year-round and keep
the street clear using 60 horsepower sweepers.
This raised a few eyebrows of people who still
believed that year-round street railway operation
was impossible.

The next step was to secure the charter and ob-
tain formal incorporation of the company without
which no work could be done in the streets. It
soon appeared that this would not be plain sailing
for several reasons - two in particular. First and
foremost was the fact that the Ottawa Street Rail-
way (the horse car company) opposed granting
the charter on the terms proposed. A major com-
plaint was, according to a statement made by
Mr. Keefer on December 31 1890.

“Because it crosses our tracks three times within a
distance of 650 yards and that all these crossings
are at the foot of heavy grades; that a speed of 10
miles per hour is permitted to the electric railway,
that in two crossings of Sparks Street the houses ob-
struct all views of cars approaching, that the electric
cars being heavier than horse cars and capable of

being hauled in trains will make these crossings very
dangerous to us especially as they are to he made
every 5 minutes on the average for 14 hours of the
day”.

The old company feit that it would be better for
the new electric line to run on the tracks of the
old on Sappers Bridge {(now Confederation Square)
between Rideau and Elgin Streets, and they offer-
ed the use of their tracks for this purpose. This
would avoid diamond crossings at three intersect-
jons: Rideau - Sussex. Sparks - Elgin, and Sparks -
Q’Connor. The second major objection to the char-
ter was that Officials in the Federal government
did not want the street car tracks to run on Welling-
ton Street in front of the Parliament Buildings;
this could be avoided if the electric railway ran on
Sparks Street, but the old company already ran
there. Despite the seeming offer of cooperation
between the companies it looked as if there would
be a long fight.

For the first six weeks of 1891 the arguments
went back and forth. At one point Sir Hector
Langevin, the federal minister of public works,
stated categorically that no track would be allowed
on Wellington Street, but this plan still seemed to
be necessary if Sparks Street could not be used.
It was further pointed out that street railway
matters were under city and provincial jurisdiction
and that the federal government might not be
able to interefere if the other governments gave
approval. In the meantime the public was getting
impatient as they wanted to see construction
start. The following editorials are typical of the
comments made:

“It is to be hoped that the City will be able to come
to some compromise with the Government regarding
the laying of the electric railway tracks along a
short portion of Wellington Street.”

Evening Journal, January 24 1891.

“Snobbery at the capital. . . .In other words a binding
contract between the City and Ahearn & Soper is
to be smashed, the railway deprived of its only
route across the canal and the desire of the city
for rapid transit thwarted, all because His Excellen-
cy’s carriage must not jolt slightly while crossing
level railway tracks twice each year on the opening
.and closing of Parliament.”
Toronto Telegram, January 29 1891.

“Horse car street service has been in use for sixty
years in the United States and represents a capital
of fifty-eight million dollars. Electric railways have
only been in existance for five years and already
represent fifty million dollars. This may be taken



Before the efectric railway. Car No. 13 of the Ottawa City
Passenger Railway at the corner of Sparks and Bank Streets
in 1890. The letter board reads “Rideau Hall and
Suspension Bridge”, This is what transit was like in Ottawa
before Ahearn and Soper appeared on the scene.

Public Archives of Canada. C-1728.
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as fair indication of the coming system of rapid
transit in cities. Mr. Keefer ought to arrange to
apply electricity to his hearses.”

Evening Journal, January 30 1891.

The term ‘‘Hearses”” was a local name applied
to the Horse Cars due to their dark sombre colour
and slow funeral pace.

Although some of the objection concerned the

overhead trolley wire, many people thought this
would”'be permanent, but would soon be super-
seded by battery power. Through the 1890’s and
even later it was believed that an improved high-
efficiency storage battery would be developed
which would provide self-contained power and
dispense with the overhead wire. Such a belief
was not unreasonable in those days of rapid tech-
nological change, but in fact this wonder battery
was never developed and it remained for the in-
ternal combustion engine of a later era to give on-
board power. However no one could realize this
in 1891.
Of course a few negative comments came from the
public, one of the most amusing was that the
overhead trolley wire was dangerous and would
“give rapid transit off the Earth”, The usual doubts
about winter operation were also brought forward.

While it was obvious that sooner or later the
electric car would come it was an interesting trade-
off on the part of the City that finally broke the
deadlock. Back in 1889 the horse car company
had built an extension in Rockcliffe but had not
been allowed by the City to build the connection
on city streets to its main line on Sussex Street.
This ““missing link’” had been a sore point for some
time, and now the City offered to let them build
this link if they would grant the electric line run-
ning rights over its tracks on Sparks Street. The
proposed charter was now changed to authorise
the line on Wellington Street unless agreement
could be made with the old company to use Sparks
Street. In view of the “missing link’” offer an agree-
ment seemed likely, but this could not be done at
once for a very good reason. If the electric line were
to use Sparks Street it would have to lay all new
tracks there for in the words of Ahearn and Soper:
‘the present ones are obsolete and unfit for modern
car service’’. Certainly if electric cars had run on
the old horse car rails, Sparks Street would have
lived up to its:name and become a Street of Sparks
from the continuous sparking between the wheels
and the old unbonded rails! Since the horse car
company would not condone being shut down
while the tracks were rebuilt it was obvious that
the track on a short portion of Wellington Street

would have to be built, temporarily at least, de-
spite the objection of the Federal ministers.

Final agreement was reached on February 9,
the charter was prepared, dated February 13, and
was received on February 25 1891. It incorporated
Thomas Ahearn, Warren Soper, and three others
as the Ottawa Electric Street Railway Company
with a capital of $500,000 divided into 5000 shares
of $100 each. The electric railway was now an
assured fact and Messrs Ahearn and Soper started
that they would push the work as rapidly as possible
and have the principal portions of the line open
early in the Summer,

IV. Building The Ottawa Electric Railway. 1891.

With the charter now secure, Ahearn and Soper
got to work in real earnest. The stock books were
opened on April 4, capital began to flow in, and
the first ground was broken, on Rideau Street,
on the morning of April 9 1891. Work now went
on at a great rate to make up for lost time, and
fast-and-furious news bulletins chronicled its pro-
gress:

April 10 1891. First cars are now being painted

at the builder’s works.

April 21 1891. Ten tons of spikes arrive.

April 22 1891. First annual meeting of company.

JW. McRae is president, J.E. Hutcheson is
superintendant. About three quarters of the

stock is sold.

April 27 1891, Seven car loads of girder rail
arrive from Johnstown Pa.

April 28 1891. Tracklaying begins on Albert

Street between Metcalfe and Bank. Men are
being paid $1.25 a day for nine hours of work.
April 30 1891, Animated discussion at City
Hall as to who should pay for grading the

streets on which tracks are being laid.

May 1 1891. Work on street railway being rushed.
Tracklaying going on rapidly at Bank and
Albert. 40 men at work.

May 4 1891. Bank Street almost completed.
First cars expected soon from builders.

May 6 1891. Newly completed track on Bank
Street being moved to center of street.

May 11 1891. All work stopped pending res-
olution of dispute with City over sewer con-
struction. However work resumed in a few days.

May 22 1891. Diamond crossing at Sparks and
Metcalfe installed where the electric line crosses
the horse car line. The crossing was installed
last night by a crew working under an arc
light.
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On Friday May 22 the first two electric cars
arrived in the city from the works of Patterson
and Corbin in St. Catharines. They were 22 feet
long including the two platforms, were painted
in two colors, dark salmon and lemon vyellow,
giving a bright and attractive appearance. On each
side of the body on the salmon ground were the
words “‘Parliament Buildings” in large silver letter-
ing. On the lower board in dark red lettering were
the words ““Ottawa Electric Railway’’. On the roof
were triangular signs bearing the route of the car,
while on each dash were the words "Electric Motor”’
and the car number. Folding gates were on each
platform to keep people from boarding on the
wrong side of the car. The interior was finished
in polished oak, the windows were of plate glass
with oak shutters, while the seats were upholster-
ed in Wilton carpet. A neat coal stove was in the
centre of the car, and all cars were electrically
lighted. The clerestory windows were of figured
white glass while the transoms over the doors were
of red glass.

During the next two weeks the story of the
street railway was played out against the back-
ground of a sad event in Canadian history which
was happening in Ottawa at the same time. Friday
May 22 1891, the same day that the first cars
arrived, turned out to be the last day in Parliament
for Sir John A. MacDonald, Canada’s first Prime
Minister,for on the following day he was taken ill,
and soon suffered a series of strokes which event-
ually proved fatal. During his last illness it is said
that the bells were taken off the horse cars so as
not to disturb Sir John as he lay dying in his home
“Earnscliffe’’ near the line on Sussex Street. Sir
John died on the evening of June 6, and five days
later was buried at Kingston.

Meanwhile the work on the electric railway

went on:

May 27 1891. Sixty-seven men are now at work

May 28 1891. Cave-in on roadbed on Rideau

Street, some rails bent. The supply of “T"

rails arrived at Montreal from England aboard

the Beaver line ship ““Lake Winnipeg'’'. Expected
to be in Ottawa in a few days.

May 29 1891. Sir Hector Langevin and govern-

ment officials terminate the 1885 agreement

with City regarding upkeep of certain streets
and park. This is in revenge for the City allow-
ing track to be built on Wellington Street.

June 5 1891. Car sheds on Albert Street are

nearing completion. Fittings are being put

on the cars already there.

June 11 1891. First car ready to be put on the

track. On that day the Evening Journal printed

an interesting article describing to the public

how an electric street car works.

June 13 1891. The tracks and switches at the
car barn are now all in place.

June 16 1891. Mr. A.H. Knott of the Westing-
house Company is busy with a gang of men
stringing the trolley wire over the completed
track.

June 17 1891. The track to the exhibition grou-
nds was completed today.

June 20 1891. The trolley wire is going up at
a rapid rate. The opening day of the first line
will be some time next week.

[t was only two-and-a-half months after the first
sod was turned when, on June 24, the first trial
run was made. Word of the impending test had
gotten around and as the car appeared people
shouted “‘It's coming, it’s coming!” and hundreds
ran from all directions while ““dogs barked like mad
and horses frantically tried to get away from their
drivers’” as the first electric car sped along Albert
Street. The test was successful, but the newspapers
pointed out that drivers should watch their horses
carefuily until they become accustomed to the
new mode of transit, while young children should
be kept away from the tracks. At 6:00 A.M. the
next day four cars were run for an hour and Mr.
Ahearn opened them to the public during which
time hundreds of people tried them out and enjoy-
ed the ride. It was announced that there would
be four routes: Main Line, Bank Street Branch,
New Edinburgh Branch, Elgin Street Branch. Work
was soon completed, crews were trained, and all
was in readiness for the long awaited official open-
ing of the Ottawa Electric Railway on Monday,
June 29 1891.

V. The Electric Railway In Operation. 1891.

The big moment for the Ottawa Electric Rail-
way came at 2:00 P.M. on June 29 1891 when the
invited guests and other spectators came to the
new car barns on Albert Street to witness the
opening of the first line. Four cars were ready,
numbers 10, 11, 12, 13, and they were decorated
for the occasion including a little flag flying from
the trolley pole. The motormen and conductors
were dressed in their ‘‘natty”’ blue silver-buttoned
uniforms and everything was as spic and span as
possible. Although everything was new and compari-
tively untried, everything went off well that day
as Mayor Birkett declared the line open. It is said
that Mr. Ahearn’s five year old son Frank threw
the switch in the power house to turn‘on the cur-
rent and start the service. Then the four cars,
carrying a total of 140 invited guests, started off
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An engraved invitation sent to guests invited to the opening
of the Ottawa Electric Railway on June 29 189]1.
Collection of Warren Y. Soper.

and made the 12-minute trip to the Landsdowne
Park exhibition grounds. There the carriage build-
ing had been converted to a restaurant room and
the party partook of a banquet and listened to the
speeches. Enroute, and at the grounds, stories were
told of earlier “/first things” in Canada including
tales of the first locomotive more than fifty years
before. To these heroes of the past could now be

added the names of two local men, Messrs. Thomas '

F. Ahearn and Warren Y. Soper. During the fest-
ivities a street car made a special run downtown and
back for the benefit of newspaper reporters, and
finally the entire party returned downtown by
6:00 P.M. Contrary to what had been expected the
horses were not at all frightened by the new cars.
Following the return of the special party the line
was opened to the general public and ran until
11:00 P.M. Hundreds of delighted passengers rode
the cars, and many of these carried memories of
that day for as long as long as they lived.

Once the cars were really running the company
worked to iron out the minor “bugs’’ that were
bound to crop up. It was soon found that most
of the public fears were unfounded. The cars did
not affect the telephones, horses were not unduly
frightened, and breakdowns were rare. In fact it
appeared that the electric cars were run very effic-
iently and in a business-like manner. Little things
seemed to please the public such as the arrangement
that American coins would be received at par,
wheras they passed at a discount elsewhere. Early
on the morning of July 5 the passengers returning
on an excursion train arrived at the station in the
pouring rain to find six nice warm street cars waiting
for them even though it was 1:30 A.M. on a Sunday
when the cars ordinarily did not run. Would that
present-day transit companies were as considerate!
Meanwhile work went ahead on the construction
of the remaining routes and more cars were order-
ed from Patterson and Corbin. The Rideau Street
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THE ELECTRIC OPENING'

CELEBRATION LUNCHEON AT
LANSDOWNE PARK.

Vigorous Speeohes by Leading Men
Reocognizing the Koergy and Suce
cess with which Local Men have
Established tho Itoad,

THE ELEOTRIO TRAIN.

[By Ollver Wendell Holmes.)
They oame of course ab thelr masters oall
The witohes,the broomatioks,cha oade aad all.
He lad the hags to a rallway traln
The horses were trylog to drag in vain,
Now, then, says he, you'va had your fun,
And hero are tha oars you've gob 4o ron,
The driver msy just uohltob his team,
We don's wand horaos, we dou't etesms
You may keep your old black cats to bug,
Bub the londed bralns you have gov %o lug.

Since theo on many a car you'll see

A broomstick plain as plain can be,

On every ost there's a witch aabride—

The atring you see to her ls% in bled,

Aond she will do a mischief I she can,

Buy the ebrlog 1 held by a careful wan,
And whea ever the evil mlnded witch
Would oub some oaper hs glves a switob.
Ae for tho bag, you can’b see her,

Bub hark | you can hear her black oads purr,
And .now and then,as the train goes by
You msy oaboh a glesm of her wiaked eye.

Ofteri you looked on a rusblog traia,

Bubt just whab moved i> was not s0 plain,

Tv ooulda’s be those wires above

Yor they ¢ould neither pull nor shove §
Where was the moter that made I$ go

You cculda'h guess, bub now you koow,
Remember my rbyme when yoti ride axain
On the rabtling rall by the broothadivk teaia.

The starting of voe nrad 0ars for the officiel
oponing of the eleotrio rallway yesterdey,
bricfly noticed in yesterday’s JOURNAL, ook
placé from the Albert street sbopy fn the
presence of s great crowd of oitlzens and
abrangers, comprisiop mev, womwen an ohil-
dren of every age and every walk of life; and
as the oars in quick succeseion glided amoothly
along Albers and Bank streats not only wera
tho housa doors and wiadows crowded, bub the
streets were lined by crowds of rpootators
who frequently cheered and waved thelr haty
and handkeschicfa as the cars passed.

Fr-Ald MaoLean aa chairman of Jast year's
atreev railway commitve starved the first oar,
Mayor Birkesd the second, Mz, J. W. McRae,

realdent of she line, the third snd Ald.
ilendeucm the fourth. Mr, Joper taking
ochsrge of the runniog of this car afterwards
on both tripa. .

Arrived ab the Fxhibition grounds, the con-
brantors, Mensrs Abonro & Boper, led the wiy
to the oarrlage bouee, that is She carriage and
buggy houeo ab exbibition times, where the
puests found Mr. Walker and a stafl of as'
sisbauta had spread a oold oollstion oo bhe
b ard, which vooupied complstely onme of tbe
wings of tbe building.

CONGBATULATIOSS ON THE WOBK DONE,

Mayor Birkett, in reply, offered the congra-
tulationa of tha olty of Otvaws to the new
company oo bhe progress they had made, and
on the complevion of so much of dhelr line,
aod wisbed them all prosperity.

Ald. Henderson had great pleasure in belog
present ab one of the mosy intersating avents
which ever happened in the history of the
oity of Obiawa. Last yoar ab this Vme, the
man who would heve stated . that an electrle
road would be running in Ottawa at the
present dtlme would have been luoked upon as
a vislonary, as a firsb olass orank. Yeb they
were there that day bo oelebrate iba opening of
a complebed I'me, aye and ocompleted before
the oontrsot required b ehould be. Those
who laab yesr op(fmued:hhe 1ine, eapeoially shem
who had opposed the present company, were
asbonlshed and delighted ab the resuit. Maoh
yeb remalned bo be done, but the compledion
of bhe whole road would no doubt be made
oo olme,

The toast of the Dominloa governmeny was
next drank. In proposipg this bossd Mr.
MoRan remarked that one member ad lesst
bad objeoted to bhe road, but he hoped judg=
menb would be suspsnded, sand when the line
was finished that they would rsise po objec-
tion to ita belng whav ib was or where ib was.

HON, JOHN CARLING'S REMARES,

Hon, Jobo Ossling acknowledged the kind
way in which the toast had been honored, It
gave him much pleasura to be stere and sssied
nt the openiog of this railway, He regretted
shas the Hom J J. O. Abbots, the “premier,
was nob sble bo be presnnt owing to the weighs
sud preesure of his dutles. Could he possibly
have been present, he . would have been plad
0 serist in openiog the live. He himself bed
in 1858 voted to make Ottawa the eeat ol
goveroment. Then {ts pepalation was about
6,000 now it had inoreased %o 50,000. As a
Osoad{nn he was proud to see bdhat Her
Majesty’s ohoice of a ospltal had been so
wisely made, and corapletely justified. He
prognosbloabed vhat the eleatrlo pbreet rallway
was golog to prove an lmportant (factor
ia the city of Utbawa, which possessed
mavy opatursl sdvaotages ysb  hardly
uv-ed. The Immense waber power ab bhe Ohau-
dlera, hitherte oonfined so one Judustry, .was
belug brought {nto servion for other works,such
a8 bhe productiou of llght and vower.

Hon. Senator Clemow also pald a high
trlbute to the genina and abllity of the
builders. He was glad to say they were
Ottawa boys having beoa born In the city
(applause) and had ralsed themselves u
from belog messenger boys in the telegrap!
office. The bullding ol ths road was just
another evldenoe of whabt conld be done and
he jolned heartily in the congratulations.
Canada was moving rapidly ahead.
They had built the longest railway la the
world In the shortest time, He hoped the
rallway would be a ficanclal success. One
result of 1t would be to enhance the value
of Lansdowus psrk and make 1b a souroe of
revenue in the future though It had been a
loan [n the paeb. .

Mr. Maokintosh in a brlel speech of con-

atulation promised his assistance in tho
attire as far as possible.

TEE BUILDERS.

Bir Jamea Grant in a masterly epeocch pro-
posed the health of Ahesrn & Soper. The
growth of this olty 'had beon som:what re:
matkable, and no olty in Canada had s
brighter future befors {6 thav Ottawa. There
were oroakers who say the oiti {g very much
depressed, but let them look arcund and
they would may thab Obtawa had as good a
degree of proaperity as any oity auywhere.

Mr. Ahearn and Mr, Soper oach bricfly
but happily responded.

The Fmﬁ th of ex-Ald. MaoLean, chalrman
of the Rallway committee of the City coun-
oll, was next proposed and responded to,
followed by that of Ald. Durocher and the
okialrman, The large company were then
conveyod back to the city and the cara be-
gan the regular runnlog.

The account of the opening of the Ottawa Electric Railway
as reported by the Evening Journal the day after the event.
The poem about the “Broomstick Train” had been written
by Oliver Wendell Holmes in honour of the opening of the
first electric line in Boston in 1888. The reporter has quoted
the last three verses of the poem.

Collection of Warren Y. Soper.



Only sixteen days after the system opened a special excursion of Senators and Members of Parliament was made to the
Government Experimental Farm. This very clear photo was taken that day on Wellington Street near Bank and shows
considerable detail of the original Patterson & Corbin cars which innaugurated the service. The M.P.’s did not seem
upset that day about the line having been built on Wellington Street!

Collection of Warren Y. Soper.




branch was opened on July 11, followed by the
Elgin street route on July 23 even though the
track was not fully ballasted. For the latter, car
No. 17 was placed in service the day after it was
delivered from the builder. The St. Patrick Street
branch opened on August 4 and at the same time
it was announced that four vestibuled cars 24
feet long were being ordered. Tickets were now
in use and sold in strips of six for 2bc instead of
20 for $1.00 as had been the case. So many people
were riding the cars that the Evening Journal noted:

“The people in the cars running to the park last
night were crowded like herrings in a barrel. Such
a mass of packed herrings was never seen before
in this city. They were clinging to the uprights and
hanging on like flies to a jam pot on every little
bit of foothold they could find.”

Evening Journal, August 6 1891.

Some troubles did crop up of course as was
to be expected of a new system. One car broke a
trolley pole due to a loose span wire, but it was

One of the first 0.E.R. tickets. The address, 341 Albert
Street, of the office shows that this was before the move to
Metcalfe Street on December 9 1891. The tickets were
engraved and printed by the British American Bank Note
Company.

Collection of Warren Y. Soper.

“They were clinging to the uprights and hanging on like flies ta a jam pot on every little bit of foothold they could find”.
No less than 503 passengers were crowded on to this four-car train consisting of a motor car hauling three trailers en
route to the Exhibition in September 1892. Quite a load for two motors on a single-truck car, and a good advertise-
ment for the Westinghouse equipment used!
Public Archives of Canada. C-20580.
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soon returned to the barn without incident. An

amusing episode which caused a delay was a fight-

between two large dogs on board one of the cars
on July 9; this led the company to ban canines
from the cars from then on. On July 22 two ladies
narrowly escaped serious injury when their carr-
jage was smashed by an electric car, and several
other accidents happened, but fortunately with
no loss of life or serious injury. On August 11
lightning disabled the generators at the power
house and service was halted until the morning of
the 13th.

On the positive side was the story of the elderly
lady who had suffered from rheumatism for years,
and when she rode the car was completely cured;
by the electricity as she put it. Inevitably the
new line made the horse car line look old fashion-
ed and there was talk of converting the latter to
electricity. Much discussion was had of storage
batteries (favoured by Mr. Keefer} but all through
the summer of 1891 nothing was done. The only
other major discussion that Summer was whether
cars would run on Sunday, but it was still to early
for such a radical step in Victorian Ontario.

A few anecdotes survive from this first Summer.
One of the best is of a passenger who several times
got a free ride by proffering a $50 bill (a very large
sum in those days) which the conductor was unable
to change. Finally the conductor changed the fif-
ty by giving ten $1 bills, $20 in 25¢ pieces and $20
in 10c pieces. No more $50 bills were forthcoming
after that! It makes one tremble to speculate on the
present-day coin collector value of those 10c pieces
and quarters. How many 1875 quarters, 1889 10c
pieces or other goodies were among that lot? Ano-
ther story was that when the western suburb of
Hintonburg asked for street car service, the reply,
saying it would be considered, was recorded on a
phonograph by Mr. Soper and played at the first
phonograph concert in Canada, October 19 1891.

Meanwhile new extensions were contemplated
including double tracking on existing lines. By
the time of the exhibition in September sixteen
cars were in service including two new vestibuled
cars. One of these, number 23, was used by the
Govenor General, Lord Stanley on his trip from
Rideau Hall to the exhibition. There is no record
that His Excellency was in any way displeased that
tracks had been laid on Wellington Street! A sudden
development on October 9 surprised Ottawa when
the news came out that Mr. T.C. Keefer, the presi-
dent of the horse car company, had sold his shares
(amounting to about 65 percent of the total out-
standing) in that company to unknown parties.
For several days there was speculation until on

October 12 it was revealed that the purchasers
were none other than Ahearn and Soper, who now
had controlling interest. This ensured cooperation
between the two companies, and although no
attempt was made to amalgamate at that time, the
way was now open for a unified transit system in
Ottawa.

As winter approached the old doubts about
snow came again. The electric railway had proved
itself in summer, but how about winter? All eyes
in the Canadian transit industry were on Ottawa,
for other systems, particularly Montreal and Tor-
onto, were contemplating the big switch and wanted
to see how Ottawa fared. In fact president Jesse
Joseph of the I\/lontreal Street Railway flatly said
that electric cars “wont do’’ in a statement made
at an M. S R. directors meeting in November 1891.
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8AYS THEY WON‘T DO,
THE MONTREAL STREET RAILWAY PRESIDRXT S
OPINION OF ELEOTBIC GABS,

MoNTREAL, November §.—~At the annual <
meebing (yesﬁerday of the Montreal sirect 3
railway ocompany, the question of a gbange i
so eleotrloity ocame up. President Jema
Joseph sald be had shorvugbly looked into 1y,
and it wounld not do. He was sure eleatrio
ears could nod be run in winter,so there would
have Lo be aservics of sleighs baif the yeor,

To alter one of the horae cars into an eles-
trlo oar wonld ocost §3,500, while new ozrs
eqnipped wivth electrioc upparatune would ocst
$3,500 each.

(uloulating & service of 85 oars In summer
per day and 85 sleighs per day in winter, the
ruouioug of such an eleotrio rervice wonld ocost
per vear 10 less than $360,000 sgainar $208,.

000 per year as ab precent.

Io addition to this an expenditure of $750,s
000 would be required for ovnatrootion pur-
poses.

Tbe great trouble, however, against anob a
tystem aw the snow in the winter dime, whieh
the pre:idend thcught was a well'nigh {nrur*
mouctabls diffcuity. I wowme-true thad
Outawa has stsrted euch s system, but tha
prasident, from what information he had
cbeained about 4&b'ae mervice, thought shad
howwie would not be able to operste the ro:d
1o the winter,

Thbe wecting dropped the
ndjourned.

subjesy and

“SAYS THEY WON'T DO”. This classic article was clipped
out of an Ottawa paper in November 1891 by Mr. Soper
who marked some of the choice items in the margin. Within
a few weeks all this would be proved wrong, and less than

a year later Mr. Joseph was retired and Montreal, following the
lead of Ottawa, would have electric cars in regular service.

Collection of Warren Y. Soper.
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He eventually resigned when Montreal decided to
“go electric’’ over his objections. More typical
of the Montreal feeling was an account in the Mon-

treal Witness by a visitor who had seen the Ottawa
cars:

“The electric cars there are delightful to travel on
after the old jog-trot hitch-forward and jolt-back-
ward of our street railway here.”

Montreal Witness, December 15 1891.

Meanwhile Ottawa ordered two large double-
ended snow plows, as well as a large sweeper,
the latter to be built by Lewis and Fowler of Brook-
lyn N.Y. The sweeper arrived at the C.P.R. yard
at Ottawa on November 8 and attracted much
attention. The regular cars were now fitted with
vestibules for winter use, but which could be re-
moved in the spring. So the Ottawa Electric Rail-
way was battening down for the Winter of 1891 -
92, its biggest test.

O{Iawa Efectric Railway street car No. 17 on a snowy street in 1892. This is one of the earliest electric cars, it was built
z{wth open'p/az‘form's but had vestibules added for winter use. After 1891 all closed cars were built with permanent vest-
ibules. This photo is also rare in that it is the only one seen of an Ottawa passenger street car with a number containing

the digit “7”. At some early date, for reasons now unclear, the company stopped using any numbers that contained
seven.

Public Archives of Canada. PA-33927.
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Vi. The First Winter - The Battle Is Won -
1891-1892

The first winter of the Ottawa Electric Railway
got off to a bad start with three serious accidents.
At 12:30 on the afternoon of December 10 the
fears of Mr. Keefer were borne out when horse car
No. 10, going west on Sparks Street crossing Met-
calfe, was hit broadside by electric car No. 16.
There was a terrible crash as the side of the horse
car was stove in while the vestibule of the electric
car was demolished. The two lady passengers on the
horse car were severely shaken but soon recovered.
Two days later another electric car on Albert
Street hit the Metcalfe stage. The passengers were
shaken up and the horses thrown to the ground;
one horse broke his leg and had to be killed. So far
no person had been killed, although one elderly
man had died a day or two after being hit, but
for reasons probably not caused by the accident.
This record was spoiled on December 18 when
Mr. ifra Morgan, a prominent citizen, trying un-
wisely to board a moving street car from the front
at the corner of Sparks and Metcalfe, was knocked
down and had his chest crushed by the car step.
Although consious when taken to hospital, he died
at 3:15 the next morning.

Despite these tragedies progress was made.
On November 9 came news that the company’s
offices were being moved from Albert Street car
barns to larger guarters on Metcalfe Street. Then
on December 12 came another new beginning.
Mr. W.W, Wylie, who had a carriage shop at the
corner of Slater and Kent Streets, was given an
order to build six open cars and one closed car
for the electric railway. Mr. Wylie had car building
experience, having worked in that capacity for
the Liverpool Tramway Car Co. in England. This
started the car building industry in Ottawa, the
shop was later purchased by Ahearn and Soper,
and, in 1895, became the celebrated Ottawa Car
Company which built most of Ottawa’s street
cars as well as many for other Canadian cities.

On December 15 1891 the long-awaited first
big snow storm came to Ottawa. The horse rail-
way sooh put sleighs on the line, while the elec-
tric system brought out the new sweeper as well
as gangs of men with shovels. It was a lot of work
but the cars kept running and did much to con-
vince the unbelievers. But the snow of December
1891 was like nothing compared to that which
fell in January 1892. It was as if nature was throw-
ing all it had at Ottawa to test the electric rail-
way. Day in day out the snow fell and the winds

blew, and day in day out cars kept running as the
sweeper cleared the tracks. After the big storm on
January 6 the Evening Journal said “The electric
railway company did nobly last night. People will be
wanting the tracks on every street in winter at
this rate.” On January 14 car No. 23 became the
first street car in Canada to be fitted with electric
heaters, much to the comfort of the passengers.
Still the snow came down but the railway man-
agers said: "“The cars will run if the snow comes
4 feet deep; nothing will stop them. We expect
a stormy February but the cars will run!”. Every-
one knew that this Winter was the big test that
would make or break electric traction in Canada.

Otiawa, Electric. Ra;lway Co.
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“Yes jump on but blame yourself if you have a
rough time.” So said superintendant Hutcheson
to the reporter for the Daily Citizen who was
given a ride on the sweeper during a big storm on
January 3 1892 and who boarded the car at 1:00
A.M. that Sunday morning (yes, the sweeper did
run on Sunday). The reporter's description is so
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The Welcome Snow.

An old-fushioned snowfall came fasy uight
to delight the hearts of everyone, The flakes
fell thickly and softly all night and were
still coming down in the morning..". The joy
strect surfaces were covered at daylight
with a deep layer of snow. The sweepers
of thy electric railway and the snow plows
of the city contractors were out betimes, and
trucks and sidewalks were cleared in .fine
style, large gangs of men being thus em-
ployed in ull parts of the city.

'lkhis wus the first really business-like fall
of the prosent winter, and gave an ides of
whut sort of u state of things would be
eaperfenced in an average snowy winter
betwesn the electrio track sweepers and the
sidewalks’ snowplows. he snow: thrown
off the tracks and sidewalks lay in big high

»arallel ridges along the sidewalk ocurbs,
caving gooﬁ walking and wide sleighing
roads each side of the tracks. The work was
efficiently and quickly done. Bank street
Earticularly was in splendid condition for
oth slexghing and walking long before the
average breakfast hour, The electric roads
and ~ sidewalks  being thus rapidly
and effectively cleared, the next thin
was to cart the snow away, an
this job is mnow being handled in
a style that indicates the practical solu-
tion of the snow question in Ottawa,
The work has been systematized and is be-
ing carried out in a practical manner with*
no nonsensge about it.

SIX PAGES.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 189l.

'STRUGGLE WITH THE STORAM.

The Electrle System Pulls Throngh With
Success.

The first heavy snowstorm this season
visited Ottawa yesterday. It cominenced
early in the morning, and turning to sleet
later, on continued until late last night.
Sleighing was good during the duy, and
wheeled vehicles were generally relegated to
winter quarters. The horse passenger com-
{:un_y took out their runner cars shortly

efore noon, while the Ilectric Company
successfully combatted the snow and ran
their cars on good time all day. This was not
done without considerable trouble and the
expense of additional labour, and the com-
pany received the commendations of all
citizens for their energy and earne:d success.
Yesterday’s exporience goes far to show that
thoy will likely carry out thoir dotermina-
tion to run the electric system all winter,

Even the railways felt the scverity of the
storm, and nearly all the trains arrived in
the city yesterday about an hour late.

The snow clearing contractors cominenced
operations yesterday. It would scarcely e
fair, Fcrhups, to commeunt upon the charac-
ter of all the work dono on the very first
day of tho scrvice. Contractor Stanley,
though, had the New Kdinburgh sidewalks
in good condition.

The electric snow brush secems to do the
business completely. A very good scheme
wag the running of a heavy roller over the
snow thrown upon either si«{o of the track,
which left the strect quite hard.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31 1891,

The watch night services in Doininion
Church to-night begin at 10.30, and will be
conducted by the pastor, Rev. Dr. Ryck-
nan, assisted by Rev. Mr. Pike, the evange-
list.  Electric ears will run until 1 o'clock
New Year's morning.

—— - -
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fight.

| over Bank street said it was if

<’r Photographing the Sweeper, ;
his 3

morning Mr. Soper, Mr. Hutcheso
and a number of friends of the Electric Radl-
way company, with Mr. A. G. Pittaway,
photographer, asscmbled on Wellington st.,
in  front of the Langevin block,
to wilness the interesting- process of
photogn?)hing the ﬁowerful and triumphant
sweoper frosh from her memorable and vic.
tovious tussle with the first typical snowfall
of the present winter. Hearty congratula-

_tions were showered on Mr, Soper and the

encrgetic superintendent, Mr. Hutcheson, to
whose indefatigable exertions the company

owe 8o nuch, on the  splendid
results of the night’s operations. Rideau
street lay stretched lhefore the party,

& maguificent picture, level as a board its
entire width clear of snow from curbstone
to curbstone. Those who had just come
ossible even
more perfectly cleared and levelled than
Ridcau street and in perfect condition for
sleighing never in such condition in the winter
hefore. 1t was amusing in that thoroughfare
to see pedestrians following the sweeper.
The sweeper looked as fresh as a daisy after
her work, with scarcely a trace on her of the
‘I'ie men on her say they could have
coped with a good deal more snow than was
met with,  The secret is to get out early
and keep on pegging away. Every time
the snow Talls Tresh oxporience is gatherod

uned the next job comes casier,

- - —— -
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NEW ADVERTISEMENTE,
D . S
Fine oil—8b Jazoba
Organ for sale—141 Sparks
Wa'chlos) Leave at tnis offico
Succes —R J Davlin
Farnitute-~Metropolitan Mig Co
Horses wented—w E Wilsey
Monday 110h—C Rois & Uo
areat opening—R M Mc Morran
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Ths Diffculty Overcomag,

When the anow storm started lash night
the elsctrio aweaper was put In operatien and
through the night kept at i3 work leaving
the track clear and ready for traffi;. Al
though the sterm was a heavy ons, some
elght {ncheu of snow falling, not a single trlp
of bhe ¢ir had been lost.  This -mornlng the
plough cleaned the surplus snow to a level
and dezeus ef apsofal snow slelghs have re.
moved 1b be the dumping greunds plaofng
bae stresta la excellent ocondltlen, T'here fa
- good evidenoe to prove that the offiolals of
the line have selved the preblem of rugalng
gus durlng the winter fu Qitawa, 1

Ihe nad_Jeas 19 (4

The experiment in Ottswa with electric
streeb cars i, according to all aocounts, an
unquahfled suocess.  1: was foared that the
presence of snow In & large quaatity would
vender the ‘system unworkuble, but it has
been demonstrated that with vnergetio man-
ugement the elemcnts ¢an bu overcoms. Tn
Torento much less difliculsy would be ex-
perienced in keeping the tracks cicar, for,
compared with thas of the onpiral, onr climato
{s almost tropical, I'hose who have a know-
ledge of the advantages of eloctrio cars as to
gpeed and comfory will have watched the ex«
yeriment in Qttawa with interess and be
pleased with ita success ao far,

A

A . ¢« mo.o_ .

|

' their work about twelve q'clock with the
‘result that all the principal streets were

_— e
OTTAWA,THURSDAY, JAN. 7, 1862,
_— .

THE Electric Railway company did
nobly Jast night. People will be wans.

ing the tracks on every street in winter,
&t this rate.

The Electric Doing Well.
The heavy fall of snow yesterday and last
night did not interfere with the running of
the electric cars.  Last night the sweeper

ran most of the night, keeping the rondbed
clear while the rollers perambulated the dif-
ferent streets, beating flat the snow on each
side of the track. Men worked until late
into the night shovelling back the snow from
the rails. %‘his morning the company’s carts
were busily engaged carting off all accumu-
lations. The city snow-ploughs went at

tlear at eight, o’glock this momin%.
Old Probs says we will have lower tem-
perature and high northwest winds.

THE EVENING JOURNAL

OTTAWA, THURSDAY, JAN, 21, 1892

They Faollow Ottawa.

The Kingston News says: An clootric
tvoeh rpilway will be built in the city this
wuar.  This is now beyond doubt.  The old
voute will b experimented upon first, and if
b receipts are heavy it will be a good
1adication that the people mean 1o ¢cneuurage
enterprise, and tracks will be laid un other
streets.” The coaches will be run in winter
s well as in summer, and it will take a great
.uantity of snow to blockaie them. They
will be made as comfortable in severe weather
s Pul)man cars, Yesterday Mr. Rutherford,
of the Thomson.-Hanston Klectric Lizht com-
pany, Toronto, was in the city figurtng on
ihe gost of the lant;y:  He left lust evening
wd will finish hin work at another visit.

They Run in Ridges There,
A gentleman who returned to-day from
Hamiliton and Toronto says that in those
places they have about as much snow as in

Ottaws, and that the street car service is
still continued on wheels. But they are
making a sorry attempt at it compare!with
Ottawa,  There is no effort by cither the
sity or the company to clean tho railway
streets, and only enough snow is scooped out
around the rails to allow the cars to run,
the result being that there are with double
tracks 4 big ridges on the streets. Toronto
veople are greatlv interested in Ottawa’s
clectric railway,
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OTTAWA, MONDAY, JAN. 25, 1892,

Avrtuouas the electric railway is re-
ceiving considerable attention from
snowstorms now, it does not seem much

the worse.
Nothing Will Stop Them.

«The cars will run if the snow comes 4
feet, deep ; they are going to run all winter, |
"Nothing will stop them.” So said Mr. J.
W. McRae, the president of the electric l
| road, while talking to a JOURNAL man this
{ morning on the removal of the.know.

Talking about the cost of the cleaning,
Mr, MoRae said the com]{any had so far‘
paid out.about $2,000 for labor alone, ‘‘and
though it is expensive,” he added, *I tell &
you‘it does me good to'walk around and see
‘s6’many men at work, who otherwise would
be idle.”

Mr, MoRaoe said that he expected sltor‘rﬂnlvl
Febl;my, but he added, ‘‘the cars
run,” ,

P

————s

THE OTTAWA ELEOTRIO OARS.

THEY ARE A BUCOQESS, /772.

(Spsctal to the Witness.)

Orrawa, Jan. 27.—The electric cars are
rooning on schedule time without a break.
Bunday’s snowfall made no difference, for
Mooday morning found them running as
usual. Thesuow i3 removed from the tracks
by electrio rotary ruttan brushes, attuched o a
a special cer, Then a horse-power plough
shoves the snow to one side of the street,
from which it i8 completely removed
in large box sleighs and dumped into
the canal. The company makes the en-
tire street their care and the streets on
which the road rung are in better condition
for public uge than any of the other streets.
There is an electric snow-plough, which, how-
ever, it has not yet been found hecessary to
run over the tracks. The snow has not de-
tained the cars this winter for a single minute,
8o completely is the problem solved, due chiefly
to the wisdom of the company in cating for
the entire street and not simply for their own
tracks. The road and ita operation is & com-
plete success. '

———

No account of an event can be as clear as the day-to-day news items as they appeared at the time. Here we see a number
of news articles, collected by Mr. Soper in the 1890, describing some of the events of the struggle of the Ottawa Elec-
tric Railway to keep running through the snows of the winter of 1891 - 1892. Some of the items are from newspapers
of ather cities as they watched to see what would happen. Even by the end of January it was evident that the battle
would be won, and city transit in Canada would be changed forever.

Collection of Warren Y. Soper.
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vivid that it is a classic well worth quoting word

for word:

“The genial Superintendant in his big fur coat
covered with snow and ice from head to foot looked
like a belated Santa Claus driving an electric rein-
deer. The snow was falling thick and fast and as the
sweeper turned on to Wellington Street the east
wind seemed to howl as it swept up from the bridg-
es. Even at that hour great drifts of snow had formed
across the intersections of streets and threatingly
blocked the way, but as the superintendant turned
on the current, notch after notch, the immense
rotary hrooms spun around with a deep whirring

noise, and the sweeper leaped out upon the track
seemingly concious of its power. Through the drifts
it sped, the snow flying from the brooms in great
white clouds and filling eyes and ears of the soli-
tary passenger, who by this time had begun to real-
ize where the “rough” part of the trip came in.
With gongs ringing, brushes whizzing and snow
everywhere, on across Dufferin Bridge the sweeper
rushed - in front a blind unbroken waste of snow -
behind a cleanly swept track, with its polished rail
tops glistening under the electric lights, and so on
without interruption until the top of Rideau Street
was reached.”
Daily Citizen, January 4 1892.

“Yes jump on, but blame yourself if you have a rough time.” This vivid action photo of sweeper No. 1 was taken in
January 1892 and shows the conditions faced as the company successtully kept the street cars running that first winter.
One can feel how the newspaper reporter felt as he wrote about the ride on the sweeper only a few days before this ph--
oto was taken. Note the vestibuled passenger car following the sweeper. Action shots like this were very difficult to take

with the camera equipment of the 1890.
Public Archives of Canada. PA-8420.



The corner of Bank and Sparks Streets in the late 1890’s. Contrast this view with the horse car scene at the same corner
only seven years before.
Public Archives of Canada. PA-8843.

On January 14 the sweeper paused briefly in its
work to allow Mr. Soper, superintendant Hutche-
son and a number of friends to board it while it
was photographed fresh from its memorable strug-
gle with another storm. The sweeper looked *'fr-
esh as a daisy after her work with scarcely a trace
on her of the fight.”” The secret was ‘“to get out
early and keep pegging away.” This photo has
survived and still shows the drama of the occasion
in those days before action photography. The work
of the sweeper was made easier when the second
one, similar to the first, was placed in service on
January 29.

The memorable Winter of 1891 - 92 kept on,
but the street railway coped with it. . Gradually
it appeared that they would be successful and
keep their promise to run the electric cars all winter.
So too, the other systems, led by Montreal and
Toronto, watched the struggle at Ottawa and made

the decision to adopt electric traction. As the
Spring of 1892 came and the snow melted it was
clear to all that the battle was won and that Ahearn
and Soper were right. Electric cars were indeed
successful in the Canadian winter, and the future
of traction in Canada had a clear track ahead.
Only seven hundred days had passed since the
Ottawa City Council had decided to try the merits
of an electric railway, but so much happened in
those seven hundred days.

VII. Epilogue - 1893-1983.

The Ottawa Electric Railway went on to bigger
things in the years ahead. In 1893 they consolid-
ated with, and electrified, the horse-drawn street
railway, and obtained a new thirty-year franchise.
This consolidation allowed the eventual abandon-
ment of the controversial track on Wellington
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THE FIRST CAR READY.

THE ELEQTRIC ROAD NEARLY COM-+
PLETED.

Refore the Xind of the Month the
Bank Street Brauch Will be Ready
For Operation—How the Motors Set
the Wheeis Going.

The firsb of the new ofe6tsi6 oars {a practi-
oally ready to be pub on the track and ifore
are belog progeeded with rapldly.  The
arraugements for opening the road are quiokly
approanbing complevion. Mr, Hibbard {s pear
the end of his work on Dank streeb,
The line 1n that section la now rlulshed, so far
as hls construotion goes, pamely, cub to the
exhibition grouunds, whilst on Albert svreet
wesd of Bank he haa snotber large gang dige
ging holes for pho sleepers.

THE OVERHEAD WIRH,

Mr. Kuobt Is here and ds sllnging the over-
head wire, whioh s a flanged hard drawn
double copper wire; of about a quarter of an
inch in thickness, T'his wife is passed in the
centre of the roadway, and serves vo bdansmib
bhe onrreny to the oar motor, ‘I'his fs
done by means of the trolly,  The
vrolly arm enda in & wheel which rUnes ailoog
the under slde of the copper wire, and reselv-
ing the current from the overhead wire trans-
mive ib to the arm, whenoe it passes down a
wire whioh travela down the side of the car
uader the woodwork to the out-off box,situated
under the seat of the oar, between the motors
asnd so through the motors to the whesl anci
thence to the ground.

HOW THR POWER IS USED.

But how does this transmission of the ours
rent from the overhead wire bto the
ground oause the wheele to move!
The . motor contalns a oylinder filled with
colled wire and the passage of dhe electrlo
ourrent through this, exoltes the iron of the
oylinder and frame until it becomes obe
powerful maguneb, the magneblsm being ocon*
centrated fn a split ocopper ring, made in
many parts nob wholly Jolned together,

The oiroumference of this ring antraocts a
number of wire magnebs slightly projeoting
from bhe motor wheel., As each of thess
wires maguets is firmly bound lato ita place in
vhe wheel, Its effort to reach the point of
abbraotion, whioh ia without the
radius  of its  revolutiou, omries it
80 violently towards bthe polnb of atbraction
that 1t overshoots its marlk, tbus starting the
revolution of the motor wheel and at the aame
time brivglog the next magnet within the
influenoe of the oentre attractlon, So the
motor wheel belng starbed the revolutlons
must ocontinue as long as dhe exocitement or
maguaetism exists, The motor wheel connects
with a shaf axmed with a oog wheel, whioh
fite into & cog on the axie of the oar whesls,
thus tranemltting the motlon and driving the
oar,

THR BPERED.

The rate of motion Is regulated by what Ia
known as the comptroller, one of which 1s
situsted at each end of evar{‘oar. When the
haudie is over the centre polnt on the top of
the compbtroller the power la rhut cff. As the
driver turns {t t0 the lefs the machinery in the
interlor gives a loud olick for about every
half inch it la turned, Baoh olick emitved
slguities an inorease of speed, and by turntog
the handle 1n thls direcbion the car ls pro-
Welled. In order 2 drive the car backwards
+ xoverse the engine, as it were,the handle {a
strned to the right, Fach oar is supplled with
¥10 motors, so that should one bresk down
i{rom aby onuse, all the driver has to do ie to
go to the cutting off box, under the seat of the
car, and switoh off the useless and connect the
good mobor with the current, Each mobor is
of 20 horse power, Xach oar weigha about 6
bonsg,

LUXURY ON WHEFLS.

The oars are most luxurious in dbhe Interlor.
They are lofty and airy,the side windows being
supplemented by ventilators In the roof. A
pight each gar is lit up by five incandescent
lights. The woodwork is of light oak,polished,
with mirrored euds. The seats are uphols-
tered in English Wilton ocarpets of heather
mixtare wibh maroon, black and gold stripes,

The outslds of the oar ls equally tassetul.
The body Is & rich erangs with the words
“Parliament Buildings‘* in: gold, he ends
#nd under portions of bdhe oars being light

rimwrose,

INGRESS AND EGREHS.

At each end there are patent gates which are.
olosed at the end that bhe driver is statfoned,
at when the car ia tn progress, thus cutting off-
“the man at the wheel” fro.a all ocommunioa~
tion and foroing everybody to enter or leave the
oar ab the rear end.

Ab the fittlng shops and offices on Albert
sbreeb, men are busy getblng she cars mounted
and fixing poolies, etc , ready for operadions,

1t is probable that the opening day will be
betweon June 20 and June 30, the firsb oars bo
run being on [3ank streeb,

1904
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~Children’s Great Outing at Britanuia

CHILDREN IN CHORUS.—"Ain't Mister Ahcarn and Soper Real Nice,”
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TWO GREAT NEWSPAPER ARTICLES ABOUT THE O.E.Ry.

The writer of 1891, in explaining the unfamiliar
new techmology, used such terms as "Comptroller"
"Trolly" and '"Pooliesg" (i.e. trolley wheels).

In 1904 a special children's outing saw 7600
happy youngsters given a wonderful day at the
prark at Britannia.



In 1894 the Ottawa Electric Railway secured the contract to carry the mail, and this car was built that year. A later
Ottawa mail car (1906} has been saved at the Canadian Railway Museum.
Public Archives of Canada. C-18684.

During the time the 0.E.Ry. had the mail contract it had the words “Royal Mail” on all its cars, not just those that car-
ried the mail. This was an attempt to give the street cars right-of-way over other vehicles. This rare view shows one of

the cars so lettered on Rideau Street.
Public Archives of Canada. PA-45642.
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Street. In 1894 they secured the contract to carry
the mail and built special cars for this purpose.
For a time all the street cars in Ottawa were letter-
ed “Royal Mail”" to give them the right-of-way
over other vehicles. Later came the double truck
cars, and in 1900 the long suburban line to Brit-
annia Bay. Then came steel cars of increasingly
modern design as the system expanded. All these
cars were built by the Ottawa Car Company, re-
organized as the Ottawa Car Manufacturing Comp-
any in 1913, which had a reputation second-to-
none in Canada. Ottawa-built cars were found in
most Canadian cities, hundreds of them, built

between the 1890’s and 1914 in Montreal alone.
It is significant that there are no less than 12 Ott-

“';'i ¥

awa-built cars at the Canadian Railway Museum:.
The larger cars built between 1910 and 1917 re-
placed the pioneer cars of 1891 and 1892, and
sadly none of these has survived, the oldest ex-
isting Ottawa electric car dating from about 1896.
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A busy summer on Spark_s Street at the corner of Bank about 1897. The horse cars were long gone now, and the O.E.
was expanding rapidly as it headed towards the Twentieth Century.

Public Archives of Canada. PA-8763.



SANTA CLAUS

By 1898 the car numbers were up into the 200°s. This busy lS COM I l\ G
scene was taken on Rideau Street in that year.

Public Archives of Canada. C-1109. HE WRITES THE JOURNAL AN-
NOUNCING THE FACT

v

Be Will Arrive the Lay Befors Xmas and
Wili go Througk the City on Top of
an Electric Car

Editor Journal,—Usually, as vyou
know, I make my visits to the homes
of good little children after dark on
Christmas Eve, but two years ago 1
ventured to appear in the daytime, and
enjoved myself so much that I have
decided to visit Otiawa again this vear.
I shall travel with my reindeer (and
oranges) over the mountains andgd
frozen rivers, and go through the
streets of Oftawa the afternoon and
evening Lofer Christmas,

1 am bringing four little brownies
with me this time, and am a!ranging
te have them accompany me through
Ottawa on top of an electric car.

I will write vou again from time to
time. Give my love to the little boys
and girls of Oitawa and tell them to
Jook out for us.

SANTA CGLAUS.

&t. Nicholas Hall,

North Pole, Dec. 1st, 18§S.

On Christmas 1898, Mr. Warren Soper played the part of Santa Claus and rode on the roof of the “Santa Claus Special”
street car as it ran through downtown Ottawa. A car like this (perhaps this very car) is preserved at the Canadian Rail-
way Museum.

C.R.H.A. Collection.
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Superintendant Hutcheson of the O.E.R. later
came to Montreal and had a long career with the
Montreal Street Railway and its successor the
Montreal Tramways Co. He became Vice President
and General Manager of the latter company be-
fore he retired in 1935. In 1923 the thirty-year
franchise of the Ottawa Electric Railway, granted
in 1893, expired and was renewed for a further
25 years - until 1948. Messrs. Ahearn and Soper
continued to direct the organization until May
13 1924 when Warren Y. Soper died, at the age of
70, at his residence “Lorando’’ at Rockcliffe. On
the day of his funeral, May 16 1924, all street
car operation in Ottawa was stopped for two minu-
tes from 3:30 to 3:32 P.M. Mr. Ahearn lived another
14 years and died on June 28 1938, just four days
after his 83rd birthday. The firm of Ahearn and
Soper carried on and in fact continues to exist
to the present day. Sadly, there are no longer any
relations of the founders in the company, the last
having sold out some years ago. The firm still

handles electrical equipment, now dealing in such
late-20th century devices as computer terminals.

The Ottawa Electric Railway continued as a
private company for yet another ten years, its
last president being the same Frank Ahearn who
as a five-year-old had thrown the first switch in
1891. The Ottawa car Manufacturing Co., later
renamed Ottawa Car and Aircraft Co., built its
last cars in 1947, appropriately enough four cars
(numbers 1000 to 1003) for the Ottawa Electric
Railway. In 1948 the City of Ottawa took over
the Ottawa Electric Railway and operated it as the
Ottawa Transportation Commission. Street car
service continued through most of the 1950’s
until the last Ottawa street car ran in a sad cere-
monial parade on May 2 1959, By that time almost
68 vyears had passed since the line was opened in
1891, but some people were still there who could
remember that day.

Today it is almost a quarter century since the last
street car ran in Ottawa. More and more these days

The last development of the Ottawa Electric Railway in the nineteenth century was the long suburban line to Britannia
Bay opened in July 1900. These big double-track open trailers were built especially for this service. The Britannia line
ran until 1959 and is still fondly remembered by many residents of the capital.

Public Archives of Canada. £-2461.
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it is realized that electric traction, in one form or
another, is the most efficient form of urban mass
transportation. Already several Canadian cities have
re-adopted this method, either as subway rapid-
transit or as light rail operation, the latter being,
in reality, modern street car lines. Toronto never
fully abandoned street cars, and its new units are
great examples of the re-born technology. Perhaps
electric traction may yet return to Ottawa in time
for its centennial in 1930. All in all the science of
electric transit is in better shape than it has been
for at least twenty-five years.

Electric transit in Canada today is the direct
decendent of the pioneer efforts of almost a century

ago. And few of these efforts were as important,
or bore as much fruit, as those done in Ottawa
by two of the real fathers of Canadian electric
traction - Thomas Franklin Ahearn and Warren
Young Soper.

Note: The author would like to acknowledge the
great help given by Mr. Warren Y. Soper, grandson
of the original Warren Y. Soper, who made avail-
able priceless scrapbooks and documents collected
by his grandfather between 1890 and 1924. Without
these, this article could not have been written.




DU SS

When Their Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York (later King George V and Queen Mary)
visited Canada in 1907 the Ottawa Electric Railway had this special car built for the occasion. One view shows it on
Sappers Bridge while the other depicts it turning west on to Wellington Street from Bank. Note that the track on Wel-
lington in frant of the Parliament buildings had already heen abandoned.

Public Archives of Canada 026378 and £26390,

Another winter scene as a later single-truck car runs along a cross street in Ottawa.
Public Archives of Canada. PA-44940.



WHY HAVE ALL THE SEVENS GONE?

One of the unusual things about the Ottawa
Electric Railway was the numbering system used
for their passenger street cars. |t is best described
as a “‘nonary’’ system, for it used nine numerals
instead of the usual ten; there was no number
containing the digit “7" in any position. An exam-
ple of four “consecutive’”” numbers would be 666,
668, 669, 680 and so forth, skipping any number
containing a 7.

Why this was so is still somewhat of a mystery.
One story puts it down to superstition, another
says that, many years ago, car 77 was involved in
a serious accident and part of the settlement with
the family of the victims was that sevens never
again be used. While this may be so, no one | have
spoken to has anything definite or concrete.

One thing that is sure is that in the early days
seven was used, since there is a good photo of car
17 taken in 1892. However no other photos, even
those in the late 1890’s or early 1900’s, show a
car with a 7, so whatever caused the seven to be
banished happened at an early date,

Your editor would be very grateful to anyone
who could shed some light on this mystery, either
by telling some definite reason for this strange
occurance, or by finding a photo of an Ottawa
passenger street car containg a "'7" (work cars
sometimes did use 7’s). Any reasonable-sounding
answers will be printed, and if anyone can come
up with the whole story the editor will gladly give
a year's free subscription to Canadian Rail to

whoever sends it in first.

A dherry Christmas and a

Happy Mew Dear To ELL.

1

Although a reader and a weil-wisher of the O.E.R.
Bulletin, I have not made as much use of its columns
as perhaps I should to speak a work now and then to
the O. E. R. employees. It gives me great pleasure to
again extend to you and yours my best wishes for a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

I think I should add a word or two more to my
message this year. Some of us have been together
for a long time in this business, and it is natural for
me to view with regret any chance that our relations
may be altered. I cannot forecast the future, but I
can honestly say that, whatever may be ahead of us,
I shall always appreciate the loyal service and willing
co-operation of the men who have helped to make
this system one of which I could speak with pride
wherever I have gone.—T. Ahearn, President.

I wish to again join with Mr. Ahearn in our an-
nual message of good cheer to the employees of the
O. E. R. We have seen the road rise and prosper
through many eventful years. There were some who
were very doubtful of its success at the start, as there
are others now who look upon any new development
as fraught with peril. This gives me occasion to say
that I regard the efficiency of our staff as one of the
mainstays in whatever success our railway has at-
tained. While careful management is a necessary re-
quirement, it cannot avail for good service without the
hearty backing of the men who meet the public on the
cars and take care of the various departments of our
business. I recognize at its full value the part the
employees have played in the growth of this com-
pany, and wish them all a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year~—Warren Y. Soper, Vice-President.




The achievements of Ahearn and Soper were not forgotten as witnessed by this elegant tribute by the directors of the
Ottawa Electric Railway on the death of Mr. Soper in 1924. It was now more than a third of a century since the pioneer
days of 1890.

Collection of Warren Y. Soper.
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Heures douverture: 27 juin-9h30 a 20h

Srtué au Parc Thornton, au carretour des ruas Terminat et Main,
adjacent au nouveau ALRT Prebu'd Guidaway.

28-29ju'n~ 12h 2 20h

On June 27 to 24 1983 the first part of Vancouver’s new A.L.R.T. system was opened. This “First Rider’s” certificate
was specially autographed for Canadian Rail by Bill Bennet the Premier of British Columbia. The opening of this State-
of-the-Art” transit system makes an interesting comparison to the inauguration of the Ottawa Electric Railway 92
years before, to the day. Each was a bold step using new technology, and today’s development shows that the spirit

that motivated Ahearn and Soper so long ago is still alive in Canada today.



CRHA.

communications

CRHA COMMUNICATIONS is published by the
Canadian Railroad Historical Association. Con-
tributions of items about CRHA Divisions, mem-
bers, etc. including photographs, newspaper
articles are solicited and should be sent to: Bruce
Ballantyne 266 McElroy Drive, Kanata, Ontario
Canada, K2L 1Y4. Telephone 613-836-5601.

All membership enquiries including change of
address notice should be sent to Jim Patterson,
Membership Services at Box 282, St. Eustache,
P.Q. Canada, J7R 4K2. Telephone 514-473-7766.

Mail for the Canadian Railway Museum and the
Board of Directors of the CRHA should be sent
to P.O. Box 148, St. Constant P.Q. Canada JOL
1X0 Telephone 514-632-2410.

The addresses of all CRHA Divisions appears
on page three of this magazine.

IMPORTANT NOTE

With this issue we close the books on the 1983
version of ‘Canadian Rail’. We wish to take this
opportunity to thank you for your kind comments
regarding the new format and as promised we are
on time with our delivery. Our main problem at
this time is the fact that with all the figures in it
looks like Canadian Rail will be coming in with
a deficet of approximately $2000.00. Our closing
membership is some 1325 down about 100 members
from 1982. We actually lost about 300 members
and obtained 200 new ones during the year.

[f Canadian Rail is to continue in its present
format it is IMPERATIVE that we obtain an ab-
solute minimum of 1550 members in 1984. To
this end we ask each and every Division to promote
the CRHA and Canadian Rail at each available
opportunity. We have already sent each Division
membership material and more is available for
specific events, excursions, hobby shows, etc.
just drop us a line. We are placing ads in both
Trains and Railfan magazines and doing our part
here to boost membership whenever possible.

You will notice the indicator which will appear
on the inside back cover of Canadian Rail through-
out the year to let us all know how we are doing
in our attempt to acheive our goal of 1550 mem-
bers.

So please do your part, if you have any ideas
to help us promote the CHRA please let us know,
we can’t over state the importance of this matter.

GENERAL DIVISION NEWS

You will all hopefully received by now the
promotional package containing among other items
a roll of 3bmm slide film. As mentioned the object
is to expose the film on your projects, displays,
directors, members, etc. for incorporation into a
master slide show to be made available to all Div-
isions for presentation this winter. Please shoot
and return the slides as soon as possible to give

+us time to do our thing before winter.

NEWS FROM THE DIVISIONS

St. Lawrence Valley Division

October 1 saw the operation of a special steam
hauled excursion from Ottawa to Maniwaki Que.
using National Museum of Science & Technology's
1201 and train. This excursion was the first CRHA
steam charter in many years and was sold out at
least two weeks before departure. The warm tem-
peratures coupled with a fine sunny day saw over
350 members and friends enjoy the spectacular
fall scenery on a line that may have seen its last
passenger train as it is thought that CP will apply
for abandonment of the Maniwaki Sub. in the near
future. Special thanks to Bob Cox, the safety
committee, Bill Williams in Ottawa and Mr. John
Corby of the National Museum for making the
day possible.

The regular meeting notice of the Division has
been posted and November through May meetings
will be held on the second Thursday of the month
at Vanier College, 5160 Decarie Blvd. Montreal.



Easy to get to via the Snowdon Metro Station or
by car. Everyone welcome and bring a friend.

Pacific Coast Division

Some of the meeting programs for the first half
of 1983 included a slide show which included
shots of The Canadian Railway Museum at Delson
presented by Fred Angus. John Collins presented
a movie of CP travel between Revelstoke and the
Connaught Tunnel as well as of the Sicamous Sub.
The June meeting was an evening of commercial
movies: “The Pathfinders” (Canada 1932), ““Terror
on a train’’ (Britain 1952) and so on.

Some of the activities of the Division include
the restoration of CPR 4-4-0 No. 374 which has
been moved to a building on Granville Island. This
building is being used for the restoration and is
being altered to allow the public to view the work.
The restoration has received media coverage which
has resulted in a number of donations.

PCD members participated in a NRHS excursion
to Penticton and the Division’s outing to BC Rail’s
Squamish Works. which include a visit to the Brit-
annia Mining Museum on the way back.

Thanks in part to the Division’s efforts in lobby-
ing government officials, the Drake Street round-
house, turntable, machine shop and pattern shop
have been saved from destruction. Further lobby-
ing will be required to ensure there is some per-
manent rail presentation at the facilities. Con-
gratulations to the Division for all the effort and
good ltuck on further action concerning the round-
house.

Calgary & Southwestern Division

The Division is considering getting into the
restoration business. At Barlow Trail, N.E. Calgary
are 3 early - 1940 vintage, outside frame boxcars
in restorable condition. The restoration project
would serve two purposes: 1) preserve some earlier
examples of freight rolling stock 2) provide storage
facilities for the Division’s growing archival mat-
erial and small artificats.

The Division will likely (or has by the time you
read this) assist the Alberta Pioneer Railway Assoc-
iation in work on old car 54 (see previous ““com-
munications’’) as well as assist in the project of
digging out the old boiler of CPR No. 314 near
Field B.C.

The Bytown Railway Society

The Society’s old Central Vermont steam crane
was back in action this past summer and members
and visitors to the National Museum of Science
and Technology where it is stored, enjoyed watch-
ing an old crane at “‘work”. It is hoped it can be

steamed up again before winter comes.

Steam locomotive 1201 began operations August
3 to Wakefield Quebec after a month’s delay in
completion of an overhaul. The Society is again
participating in the Sunday trips.

Earl Roberts, society president, reports that
work continues on CP Official Car No. 27. She
now has a coat of CP maroon and some varnish.
The lettering will likely been on by the time you
read this. As well, the Society has been donated
a CP wood caboose for use on the Thurso Rail-
way on future excursions.

From our “Saudi Correspondent”

Walter Bedbrook has developed an English
Saudi “‘railfan magazine entitled the ‘‘Sandpaper”.
There are some interesting articles from news-
paper clippings and from Walter’s own experiences
and observations. One includes a list of Saudi
locomotives some of which were Canadian built!

Walter says he put it together “mostly for the
fun of it, but in a way too to be able to reach more
of all those in CRHA, and others who have regular-
ily written to me.”” The first issue must have been a
“success’” for Walter came out with a second edi-
tion.

However, it may be short lived for rumour has
it that he will be returning to Canada for good by
the end of the year. We will loose our first “for-
eign correspondent’’.

SWITCH LIST

83-12 John D. Godfrey, 6650 - 3rd Avenue, Mont-
real Que. H1Y 2X7 is looking for a slide of
a commuter train stopped at one of the
stations along the former Canadian National
commuter run to Montreal-North. He is
also looking for a timetable dated between
1964 and 1968 for the same run. In addition
to this John would also like to obtain a
slide of a commuter train at the Cartierville
depot and a CN Montreal - Vaudreuil com-
muter timetable from the 1950’s. He is
willing to pay the going rate for having
duplicate slides made and will pay a reason-
able price for the timetables.

83-13 Peter Miller, 1309 Victoria Ave., St. Lambert
Que. J4R 1R4 has a pocket watch for sale.
The watch was presented to John G. Mel-
ville, Head Engineer for the original Victoria
Bridge. The watch was, made in 1857 and has
a gold case with a stainless steel interior.
83-14 Ronald Rumer, 543 East Geneva Avenue,
Philadelphia PA 19120, is looking for record-
ings (tape or record) of Canadian Pacific
Railway steam locomotive in regular service
in the Rockies.



THE CANADIAN TRANSPORT COMMISSION
approved an improved, provisional passenger-
train service between Edmonton and Calgary

for one year,

VIA proposed service to CN’s downtown Edmon-
ton station, and discussed with CP the use of their
track between South Edmonton and the CN inter-
change at 104th Avenue. CP insisted that the track
must be upgraded to main-line standards {an esti-
mated cost of $750,000); the intermodal operations
be located elsewhere ({an estimated cost of
$15,000,000, excluding land costs); and adequate
interchange track capacity be provided north of
Jasper Avenue.

CP has also sought to lower maximum speeds
from 90 to 75 mph from Soth Edmonton to Cal-
gary. This would have increased travel time by
20-30 minutes. VIA feels that since LRC equipment
is being considered for future service in this area,
any competitive advantage of these high speed
trains would be negated by the proposed reduction
in maximum speed.

V1A recognized the need for some local service
on this route but believes that its first priority is
to serve the inter-city travel market and most of
the communities between Edmonton and Calgary
are simply not large enough to be significant gene-
rators of rail traffic. As well, VIA feels that the
cost --not only financial, but in schedule time-
cannot be justified. To quote: “In order to compete
sucessfully in the inter-city market, VIA must
create the perception of a non-stop express service,
Stopping at local points will not enforce this per-
ception.”

VIA has also recommended that the $4 minimum

usine:

ar

fare remain in effect and the Friday restriction
on 7-day and 1-day excursion fares be lifted during
the provisional period.

CTC did not feel that for a provisional service,
and with VIA and CP far apart on the matter,
rail service should be provided through to down-
town Edmonton.

VIA has been directed to maintain all current
stops, add no new ones, but change Wetaskiwin,
Innisfail, Olds and Didsbury to flag stops.

It will be interesting to watch this service. Two
bus companies currently provide downtown-to-
downtown express service, quicker and more frequ-
ent than trains. VIA’s provisional service will not be
much different form the existing one, except that
it will have on-board food service and use modern-
ized RDCs. It remains to be seen if this will be
enough to increase ridership. The true attraction
would have been a connection to downtown
Edmonton.

S. Transport 200 News

— CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAY COMPANY
and Canadian Pacific Limited have announced
an agreement with Consolidated Rail Corp-

oration (Conrail) for the acquisition of certain

of its Canadian assets. The acquisition would be
made by Canadian National and Canadian Pacific
in partnership.

The assets involved include Conrail’s leases of
the Canada Southern Railway line and the Detroit
River Tunnel, about 72 per cent of the shares of
The Canada Southern Railway Company, and all
the shares of the Detroit River Tunnel Company.
S. CP RAIL NEWS
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“TRAVELLING THE ROOT RIVER FROM
Lac Seul to Lac St-Joseph (north west of Thun-
der Bay, Ontario), we came upon the remains

of an ancient log-and-rock dam which the river had

long since bteached. In its day, the dam’s reser-
voir had submerged a bad set of rapids called Flower

Falls, which are now exposed and around which

we had to portage. A shack leaning at a precar-

jous angle still houses the old steam engine which
hauled boats and barges around the dam on small
flat railway cars. The tracks are still there. A number
of these “marine railways’” were built in northern

Ontario to connect some of the larger lakes for

mining operations. With the building of the CNR

line, however, they were soon abandoned.”

SOURCE

Canadian Geographic Magazine June/July 1983
Artilce “Calgary To Quebec by Canoe” by Stanley
Burfield Page 57

THE AMHERST AND AREA INDUSTRIAL
Commission in Nova Scotia has raised its
voice in support of the proposal that railway

lines in the Maritime Provinces be electrified. It is an

idea which is growing in popularity and one which
certainly has the support of a number of
considerations.

Poor railway service, as much as any other factor,
has contributed to the loss of traffic through the
ports of Halifax and Saint John. Itis a situation which
will not be corrected until such times as faster, and
less expensive, service is available over the route.

As well, passenger use of the line has been
discouraged by schedules which are unnecessarily
slow. The bilame may be put upon poor roadbeds and
part of the trouble there is attributable to the
locomotives currently in use.

Given electrification and an upgraded roadbed,
rail service between Montreal and Halifax could
experience a great transformation. On such branch
lines as that to Sydney, it could be a factor
contributing to a new and more prosperous day for
the industries of that part of the province.

Electricity, in the long run, would be more reliable
and less expensive. To be sure, there would be a
large expense for initial instailation, but that is nota
discouraing consideration when it is weighed beside
the need for exployment which is so serious aneedin
this part of the country these days.

High speed trains racing overrails madein Sydney
and drawing energy from overhead lines strung on
supports fabricated in the steel plants of this
province are a practical possibility. Clean and non-
polluting, they would not intrude on the atmosphere.

The proposal is good and reasonable. It is pleasing
to note that vocal representations in favour of it are
growing in volume.

S. Editorial, Halifax Chronical Herald, SRS News

VIA RAIL IS CONSIDERING REOPENING QUEBEC
City’s Palais station, closed (and believed to be
without any rail access??) years ago. Target

date is 1984, when Quebec city will have celebrations

marking the 350 Anniversary of the voyage of

Jacques Cartier. The plan is part of VIA Rail's $20

million plan to cut travel time between Montreal and

Quebec City from the current 3% hours on an LRC

train which leaves travellers in beatiful downtown

Ste. Foy.

S. The Marker

THE FEDERAL COURT OF APPEAL HAS RULED
that “in perpetuity” has not yet expired, and
means exactly what it says. The ruling

pertained to a 1982 contract by which the Canadian

Government underwrote the $915,000 in bonds for

the construction, by both Canadian National and

Canadian Pacific, of a relatively obscure 14 km line,

jointly operated, from Rosedale to East Coulee, in

the Drumheller area of Alberta. Lawyers
representing the two railways presented the
interesting definition of “in perpetuity’” as being “as
long as the two railways wanted to run the line”! The
judges disagreed, in a case brought against the
railways’ abandonment of the line, although Chief

Justice Arthur Thurlow produced a dissenting

judgement almost as curious as the contention of the

railways. He saw nothing in.the agreement (a 1928

Act of Parliament) which gives the public a right to

service by either company — “operating” the line in

perpetuity differs from serving clients according tothe
dissenting judgement. The 2-1 majority judgement
overturned a 1981 CTC ruling allowing
abandonment of the branchline, but did indicate that

Parliament, as a party to the original contract, can, if

it sees fit, amend the original terms of the contract.

Since “in perpetuity” and similar phrases are

abundant in older agreements, it will be interesting to

see if this goes to the one remaining higher court

(Supreme Court of Canada) for appeal since this

could be a most interesting precedent if the ruling

stands.

S. The Marker

THE ROBERTS BANK SUPER COAL PORT IS
currently undergoing an expansion which will
quadruple its size to 198 acres (80 hectares) and

increase its capacity to handle export coal.

Expansion is expected to be completed this year
on the man-made bulk-handling port facility which is



divided into four sites. When completed, coal
handling capacity on sites 1 and 2 will be increased
to 33 million tons (30 million metric tons) while
capacity on the remaining sites will be increased to
27 million tons (25 million metric tons).

Dredging has been underway since early 1981 with
the dredged material serving as reclaimed land for
three new ship berths. Only one berth exists at
present.

Dredging operations only take place in the fall and
winter months to minimize the impact on marine
environment.

The improvements will cost about $150 million and
will include new loading/unloading equipment for
both storage and transfer of the commodity to
awaiting vessels.

The four-mile-long (6.4-kilometre-long) causeway
connecting the island with the mainland is also being
widened to allow for more trackage and roads.

The work is being carried out within the guidelines
set by Environment Canada. In addition,
experimentation with a new dust control system is
underway.

S. CP Rail News

CN RAIL HAS INTRODUCED A COMPUTER-
based traffic control system more advanced
than anything currently in use on the

North American railroad scene.

Already in operation in some parts of Canada, the
new system has demonstrated its value inincreasing
average train speed while reducing fuel
consumption by automatically selecting optimum
“meet” points for trains on a single-track system. In
fact, when operational, it will handle nearly all
routine dispatch decisions, leaving traffic control
personnel free to deal with problem areas.

The system, the most technologically advanced of
its kind, was developed “in-house” by a working
group from the Engineering and Transportation

Departments. Its design permits quick and
inexpensive modifications.
S. CN Movin

CP RAIL SAID IT PLANS TO SPEND MORE
than $2.2 million this year to upgrade and

build new facilities at the Angus Shops in east

Montreal, the railway's largest maintenance centre.

Of this $425,000 will be spent modernizing
the locomotive-repair shop to reduce the time a
locomotive spends there by 20 percent.

About $1 million will be spent to build a waste-
treatment plant to process effluent water from the
Angus Shops.

This includes construction of a new building and
purchase of such equipment as an oil separator.

About $800,000 will be spent starting cons-
truction of a proposed $5-million paint shop.

The project is part of CP Rail’s 1983 $25.5-
million capital works program in Quebec. Accross
Canada, the railway will spend $315 million in
capital works projects, besides $722 million of
regular track maintenance and repair programs.

Mtl. Gazette.

CP RAIL HAS INTRODUCED TWO NEW HIGH-
speed specialized freight trains on its Mont- |
real-Toronto corridor to complete for piggy-

hack trailer and container traffic between southern

Ontario, Quebec and the Maritimes. The trains

operate five days a week. Shippers can bring trailers

or containers to CP Rail’s Toronto terminal in the
evening and have them delivered in Montreal at the
consignee’s door early the next morning.

Mtl. Gazette.

THE PROPOSED PURCHASE OF CANADA
Southern Railway Co. of Philadelphia by Cana-
dian National Railways and Canadian Pacific

Ltd., both of Montreal, is unlikely to win support

from minority shareholders until details of the

company’s true value, and the future of its tangled
legal affairs, are spelled out.

The two Canadian railways announced Monday
that agreement had been struck with Consolidated
Rail Corp. of Philadelphia for the joint purchase
of the railway tunnel between Windsor and Det-
roit, a bridge at Niagara Fails and a 72 per cent
controlling interest in Canada Southern, which
owns 360 kilometres of track in Southern Ontario.

Under the terms of the agreement — only sket-
chy details of which have been released — the
minority shareholders will be offered about $200
a share for their stock.

““That appears to be a fantastic offer — but
I will not recommend it unless we get more infor-
mation,” said Albert Segal, spokesman for a group
that controls 68 percent of the shares outstanding.

One reason for the caution is the size of Canada
Southern’s treasury. Mr. Segal said that when
all sums owing to the railway are included, it could
be worth $180 a share. If that were the case, the CP
L.td.-CN offer might appear less attractive.

Mr. Segal said his group, which blocked the
proposed sale of Canada Southern assets to the
two national railways last September, was also
worried about the future of a lawsuit, now in
progress against the trustees of the defunct Penn
Central Transportation Co. of Philadelphia. Can-
ada Southern is trying to recover assets valued at
more than $69-million which, it alleges, disappeared
while the Canadian line was controlled by Penn
Central.

Created by the U.S. Congress in 1976 to ration
alize the operations of seven faltering U.S. rail-
ways, Conrail also assumed the legacy of Canada
Southern.



But transfer of title of this land and other Cana-
dian rail assets was never recognized by the Cana-
dian Transport Commission, which continued to
view Penn Central as the legal owner, and, to further
confuse matters, Michigan Central Railroad Co.
of Philadelphia as holder of a lease on the line.
The CTC position ruled out abandonment of Can-
ada Southern, and left Conrail with a choice of
continuing to operate the railway or finding a buyer.

Mr. Segal said he believed the future of Canada
Southern under its proposed new owners would be
abandonment. The plum was the Detroit River
tunnel, which he said would likely be deepened
to accommodate tri-level railway cars operating
over existing CP Ltd. and CN track.

The transfer must be approved by the U.S.
Inter-state Commerce Commission, the CTC and
CP Ltd. shareholders.

S. Globe & Mail

A CONSUMER LOBBY GROUP IS WARNING
Via Rail may shift the eastern terminal of its
transcontinental train to Toronto from Mont-

real.

Via Rail, the federal passenger rail agency, con-
firmed vyesterday that negotiations are under way
with the two national railways to have the coaches
of the Canadian serviced in Toronto.

But Via representative Emery Leblanc denied
that the federal agency is preparing to drop Mont-
real as eastern terminal for transcontinental service.

The 30-year-old stainless steel cars are serviced
in Montreal by Canadian Pacific Ltd.

In Toronte, they would probably be serviced by
Canadian National.

Leblanc said the move would save money and
passengers from Montreal would get the same
service.

S. The Gazette

IF YOU NOTICE ANY NEWS ITEMS THAT MAY
be of interest to our readers please clip them
and mail along with a black and white crisp

photo if available to The Business Car c/o Peter

Murphy, 75 Sevigny Ave., Dorval, P.Q. H9S 3V8.

Please indicate the source of the item so it may be

correctly credited.

ERRATA

Unfortuna_tely several errors occurred in the May -
June 1983 issue of Canadian Rail. Following are
the corrections of these errors.

Page 89: The photo of the train carrying Grand
Trunk (not G.T.P.) officials was taken at Strath-
cona, across the river from Edmonton. The train
is C.P.R. hauled by C.P. engine 658.

Page 90: This photo was also Grand Trunk
officials at the C.P.R. station at Strathcona in 1904.

Page 93 (top): The station and train were Cana-
dian Northern {not G.T.P), the date was November
24 1905 (not November 4) and the occasion was
the driving of the last spike, in Edmonton, of the

C. No. Ry. The locomotive was Canadian Northern
No. 103.

Page 93 (lower right): The locomotive is G.T.P.
45 {not G.T.R.).

Pages 96, 101, 106: In each case ““Hinks’* should
read “Hincks",

Our_thanks to Messrs Ray Corley, Harry Wethey,
J.5. Nicolson and Max Martyn for pointing out
these errors.

The following errors occured in the article “Coal
and Railroads” in the September-October issue
of Canadian Rail:

Page 163, Cal. 1, Line 9: "Strettler” should read
“Stettler”.

Page 163, Col. 1, Lines 14 and 15: "“The first
carload containing approx. 4068 tons, was sent
by the C.N.R. in 1912.” should read “The first
carloads containing approx. 4068 tons, were sent
by the C.N.R. in 1812. This would reguire a train
of 135 cars, each with a weight capacity of 30 tons,
large even by today's standards in some instances.’’

Page 163, Col. 1, Line 39; “miles” should read
“mines’’,

The editor regrets any misunderstanding this may
have caused.

BACK COVER

Around the turn of the centtiry Ottawa street car 226 headed through Rockcliffe Park en route to downtown Ottawa.
By now the street cars were such a part of Canada’s capital that it was difficult ta imagine what it would be like without

therm,
Public Archives of Canada, PA-8797.
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