-*\\ CANADTAN RATILROAD HTISTORICAL SOCIETY

SEPTEMBER 1950

TRIP ACCOUNCEMENTS

On October 1lst the Asasociation hass arranged to hold an
excursion over the Canadlan Natlional Rellways' Montfort Subdivision
to Huberdeau, Que. in diesel-electric rail car No., 15837 hauling
one passenger coach. The trip is to commemorate the 25th anniversary
of the famous 67 hour Montreal to Vancouver run of C.N.R. diesel-
electric car No. 15820 in October 1925, The line to Huberdeau,
through the Laurentian Moutalns i1s very scenic and the foliage will
be in full Auvtum colour. Special stops have been arranged for photo- -
grephers. As this is the first railroad trip the Assoclation has
arranged, membars are requested to co-operate to the fullest posaible
extent. Fare is $4.25 per person which includes a box lunch and
beverage. Everyome is welcome, bring along your friends. Tilckets
may be purchased from:

S. 8., Worthen,

& Frospect Street
Westmount, Que. Phone: We.4358 (evenings.

October 1st, 1950

Train will leave CENTRAL STATION at:=
8:15 A.M. STANDARD TIME

Arnid VAL ROYAL STATION at:-

8:50 A.M. STANDARD TINE

YOU MUST HAVE YOUR TICKETS BEFORE BOARDIK G TRAIN

A trip over the electric freight lines orf the Cornwall Street
Rallway 1s being held on September 25th, by the Cornwall Electric
Railway Society. The trip will be made in the Society's car #29, a
former sireet ralilway passenger car, This car hss recently been com=-
pletely re-painted by the Society. The fare will be {1.25 per person.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The Cenadian National Ralilways has announced the imposition
of a ban on taking photographs of Company property and equipment.

The following quotation is reprinted for the information of
members who may be travelling to the Unlted States; from a circular
published by the National Ralilway Historical Society of Baltimore, Md.

"On July 22, 1950, for security reasons, the United
States War Department issued an Order prohibiting the tsking
of photographs on all railrosd property, and the inspection
or visiting of railroad terminals.
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"Railroad and local police officials are now
enforcing these restrictions. Some of our members have
already had unpleasant experiences, even to the point of
being ordered off of station platforms"”,

It is suggested for the bensfit of members that these re-
strictions bs respected.
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ITEMS OF INTEREST

CENTENARY OF THE OGDENSBURG & LAKE CHAMPIATN RATILROAD

On May 1l4th, 1845, a charter was granted %o the Northern Rail-
road of New York te construct a railway line from Rouses Point to
Cgdensburg, Construction was started in the following year, and the
line was opened for through traffic on September 20th, 185C.

The Railway Guide for 1852 indicates that there were two
roud trip passenger trains daily. By comparison with a present-day
timetable of the Rutland Railroad (present owner of this line) several
interesting changes can be noted from the following list of stations,
shown in the 1852 Guide:

NORTHERN RAIL ROAD (NEW YORK) - 1852

Mile Station Mile Station

0 ROUSES POINT 57 MALONE

4% CHAMPLAIN 63 BANGOR

12 MOOER 'S 683 BRUSH'S MILLS

155 CENTERVILLE 71 MOIRA

21 SAND PIT WATER STA. 765 LAWRENCE

23 CHAZY 82 STOCKHOLM & BRASHER
29 ELLENBURGH FALLS
30 BRANDY BROOK 90 KNAPP'S

35 GRAVEL PIT 93 FOTSDAN

37% SUMMIT 101 MADRID

45 CHATEAUGAY 109 LISBON

49% BURKE 118 OGDENSBURGH

In 1864, the line was re-organized as the Ogdensburgh snd Lake
Champlain Railroad. 1In 1873, the line was acquired by the Central
Vermont Railroad and remained wlth this company through & numbsr of
financial vicissitudes until 1902. In the latter year, it was purchased
by the Rutland Railroad,; in whose possession it has remained,

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MONTMORENCY DIVISION
OF THE QUEBEC RATLWAY, LIGHT & POWER COMPANY,

Cn the 15th of August, the “Chemin de Fer de la Bonns Sainte-
Anne" observed the fiftieth anniversary of the first electric train
between Quebec and Ste.Anne-de-Beaupre. Service slong the coast of
Beaupre had been given for some ten years previously by the steam trains
of the Quebec, Montmorency & Cherlevoix Railway. In 1899, with the
commencement of the electrification of this gradeless line, the company
name was changed to Quebec Railway, Light & Power Co. The preliminary
electrification was completed between Quebec and Montmorency Fells and



.

the first electric train service established on May 27th, 1900, followed
by the opening of the electrified service to 3te., Anne on August 15th.
Subsequently, on September 6th, 1900, the electrified service was ex-
tended to St. Joachim, which is the present terminus of the Q.R.L.& P,

It was not intended to haul passengers on the first return
trip to Ste. Anne as a test run, On the return trip, however, fhe car
was unexpectedly pressed into service to carry two distinguished Roman
Catholic prelates, Msgr. Merry del Val, Apcstolic Delegate to Canada,
and Msgr. Nazaire Begin, Archbishop of Quebec, back toc the capital city
from a pilgrimage to Ste. Annesa, Their trip to the shrine had been made
in the Archbishop's carriage; which sustained a broken axle at Ste., Anne.
The reaction of the reverend gentlemen to the comfort of the electric
railway has unfortunately not been recorded, but 1t could not have been
other than favorable as the laat survivor of the 300 series of cars used
on the occasion was scrapped less than twe years ago.

THE CANADIAN RATIWAY STRIKE

The threatened strike of non-operating railway workers became
a reality at 6300 A.M. on Tuesday, August 22nd. Within a few hours
after the deadline, all trains had pulled intoc terminals and the strike
became complete., Though the strikeo was without doubt the wmost complete
Iindustrial tie-up Canada has ever experienced, its nine-day duration
was remarkably free from any incidents or violence of any kind, and it
was terminated through Government Intervention at 9:20 P.M. on Wednsaday,
August 30th, 1950, Within a few hours afterward; trains were in motion
and normal service was restored for the heavy Labor Day weekend traffic.

First engine to leave the CNR Turcot roundhcuse was the
Bonaventure switcher, No. 7349, which lef't the shop at 11:58 P.M.
During the strike, there were 142 "dead" engines in and around the
Turcot engine terminal, The situation in the CPR Montreal Terminal
yard was simllar. The flrst train movements out of Montresl on the
CNR both left Turcot Yard simultaneously at 4:00 A.M, One was train
No0,490, manifest freight for Portland, with GT engine #3704, while the
other was an extra west for Toronto, headed by diesel-unita S002-=3,
First train to leave Montreal on the CFR was train No. 902, which left
the St. Luc Yard. On both railroads, regular suburbsan passenger service
was completely restored the folleowing morning.
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In July, the Rutland Railroad underwent another re-orgesnization,
coming out of the legal mill as the Rutland Railway. It eprears quite
probable that the new management will start to dieselize the line within
the next year., The Rutland's Chathsm branch was tied up recently due ftc
a wash out on the line near Bennington, Vt.

The Bast Alburgh trestle of the Central Vermont R.R. had its
reconstruction completed on August 25th, Due to the striks, however,
the first train did not run until August 3lat, 1950, This trestle had
been partially destroyed by fire several montha ago., All Central Vermont
service has now returned to normal.
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Fairbanks=Morse units Nos. 4801=4802, two "A"™ units totalling
4800 HP were recently used on test on the Canadlisn Nationel Rallways.
They were operated daily on CNR trains #17 end #8 from August 15th to
September 9th.

In an efrfort to headoff the threatened strike of raillway
conductors and trainmen, the Unlited Statesz Government seized all United
States railroads on August 27th. A bulletin issued by the Rutland Rail-
way and the Central Vermont R.R. indicate that they are now under the
control of Maj.-Gen. F.A, Heileman, Chielf of Transportation, United
States Army.
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The Iberville-Frontenac¢ Streets portion of No., 95 carline of
the Montreal Tramways was scheduled to have been abandoned on September
Srd. However, & dispute over seniority rights of street-car smployees
being transferred to the bus division, lead to a wild-cat strike. All
rail lines were out of service by lats Saturday afternoon, September
3rd, although bus lines continued to operate. Complete service was
resumed on Sunday, although the dispute was not seitled. Street cars
will continue toc run on the Frontenac line until the dispute is setbled.
All equipment transfer brought about by the pending abandonment were
made on schedule and, consequently, spare two man cars are being used
on Frontensc line; although many of the motormen and conductors are
wearing bus drivers uniforms.
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The "Tremblay Report™ on Montreal'’s Sraneportation problem
was made public on September 16, Besldes the numerous recommendations
In the 95 page report; it iIs noted that it considersd that 430 of the
street cars were obsolete and should have been scrapped years ago,
Presumably it refers to all cars numbered below 1585, It recommended
that they be replaced by P.C.C., cars or busses.

On September 12th, the former Temiscouata Railway shops (now
C.N.R.) were destroyed by fire. No rolling stock was lost as it had been
transferred to the C.N.R. yards.

A 660 hp diesel switcher bullt by the Montreal Locomotive Works
1s being tested for a period of two weeks by the Canadian Paciflec Rallway
at St. Luc Yard., It has been assigned the number 7004.
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The Toronto Transportaticn Commission has purchased 52 modern
P.C.C. type street cars from the Cincinnati Street Railway. These are
in addition to the 50 presently on order with the St, Louis Car Company.

Publisher: R.J. Joedicke Editor: Allan Toohey,
2568 Beaconsfield Ave.,
Montresl 28, Que.



THE, CANADIAN RAILROAD HISTORICAL ASUOCIATION INCORPORATED,

Meetings every first Wednesday =f the month

in the Queen's llotel ,Montreal.,

Dear

This is to acknowledps your request for
reservations for the Commemorative Excursion to Huberdeau,P.Q.,

via the Canadian National Railways,on Sunday,October lst.,1950.,

The Special will leave lontreal from the Canadian
Fational Railways Central Station at 8.15 A.M.,standard time,

and will return to Montreal ,arriving at 6.15 P.M¥., standard time,

Information and directions for the gate from which
the excursion will leave may be obtained from the Information Desk
at Uentral Station,or from the attendant at the Green Light. Also,
¥ou may look for the emblem of the Canadian Railread Historiecal

Agsociatinn,coloured in green and gold,

The Specidl will also leave the station at Val Royal

at §,50 A.M,,standard time, We hope you will have a good time.

S,5.Worthen,
General Passenger Traffic Manager,

Canadian Railroad Historicsl Assn.,Inc.



GUANGDLAN NATIONAL RATLWAYS,
O0ffiece of tho Genocral Passenger Agont

MONTREAL, Quos Septs 26th, 1950,

TRGNSPORTATION ADVICE NO. 3790, File 3322,
Mr, Rel. McQuado = Montrcal,

CANADIAN RAILRCAD HISTCRICAL ASSCCIATION,

Ploase arrango mevement as fcllowss=-
NUMBER; ~ About 80 porsons,
- BQUIPMENTs  Spocial Train No. 463, consisting ofs=

One (1) diesol=olectric motor car No, 15837,
One (1) small wooden coach (J400 Sorios)

SCHEDULE:  Lv, Mentroal (C.S.) Sun. Oct. lst SPECIAL #463 8,15 am
RAE - Ar, Turcot East L, " 1st 9 8430 am
Stop to be made to pick up
: 3 or 4 passengors, .
* Lve Turcot East Sun, Oct. lst - . " 8430 am
Via Ballantyne and E.,J, Towsr o TR
Ar, Val Royal’ ol LS R Dot s L5t S ~ 9.05 am
v, " '", HEY s ¢ " an 1st | " 9.10 am
Ar, St. Eustacho 8 BETT PR TUEg " e IR0 S
" If necossary, stOp to be made to pick up 3 er 4 passengers, .
Lve Ste Eugtacho - .  Sun, Octe lst SPECTAL #463 9425 am’

A 15 minuto stop is tc bo mado at the bridge over the rivor

at Shawbridgo in crdor that passongbrs may take photographs.

A 20 ninutd step is tc be mado at tho far side of the- lake

fren Nowaygo Stn. in ecrder«that passongors may take photographs.

Lrs Hubqrdeau Sun, Qct, 1st SPECIAu #463 , 12.50 pm
Returning e
Lv. Huberdeau . - Sun, Oct. lst SPECIAL #463 2,00 pm
Lr, Intervale ot it PRS TEe% Y 2.05 pm
Ten minuto sth roquired,
v, InterVale Ean s Sun, Oct, 1lst = - L 2.15 pm
Ar, Weir it i worllst © " 2430 pm
‘Ton minute: sth required, : B e :
Lve Woir. . .. Sun, QOct, 1lst .- 2 2440 pm.
Ar, Sixteon- Island " R & W YT ROl pm
Ton minute stop roquired, : : ‘
Lv. Sixteen Island Sun, Oct, lst oo " 3.10 pm’
Ar, St, Bustacho " ek n ‘ 5630 pm

If necossary, step te be made te detrain
3 eor 4 passongers,

Lv. Ste. Bustache Sun, Oct, 1st " © 5s30 mm
Ar. Val Royal " ol . “ 5450 pm
Lv, Val Reyal up ] 9E_ITet " 5¢55 pm
] Via Mcunt Reyal and the tunnel,

Lr, Mentreal (CuS.)  Sun, Octs lst ' ¥ 6.15 pm

NOTE:= On arrival at Val Reyal on tho geing trip, soveral
) cases of soft drinks and a crate of bex lunchos
will be leaded inte the baggago socticn of the
meter car. On tho return meve, the scft drink.
omptics will be unlcaded at this pcint,

JTICKETS: | Prepor transportatlcn cf Mentroal Contr11 Staticn issue,
Ccach party fare basis (1 1/10), .

7 Arrea v
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TA=3790 (Centtd, )

GUARANTEE:= A bleck ticket for 54 faros at $3.00 each, has been issuody °
tetal value $162,00 which is minimum guarantoo roguired fer
tho cperatien ¢f this special, cn a basis ¢f $1,00 por mile,
as autherized by Assistant General Passenger Traffic Manager,

MEALS: Party will have box lunchos and scft drinks,

RATLWAY : ' '
REPRESENTATIVE s Mr, JoTs Mrcro, District Passcngor fgont, Mentroal, will
accempany this mevement in beth directicns,

REMARKS: This is an impertant party, and all cencorned sheuld be instructed
te show special attontien threugheut, '

i Hedo NEVIN,

SF/NF ; Genoral Passenger Agont,

COPIES TC MESSRS§= _

SFD MED AEL OAB AGolinas HJIN

PHF ASA PT-3 JRC JhNebert . JTM

EHL=2 PMcl JAGT + - NTW e " I0S

HCR=5 JAMcT RJHW Agt=Huberdeau AG

JTW YM=2 WHM=~2 . e BAM

JSM=3 PG4 GVS Sk

TJG CF JAMCE . oF

AHH EDP=2 JCTW=-2 Rew/td

FRB=3 NC JDH Infer, Bur,

GAS EStCyr ' Travel Bur,

WST HRW

Agont - Val Reyal, Quo,
Semotime -cn Sat, Sept, 30t

ill be 1o

hy sovoral casos of scft drinks and a
crato cf bex lunches will be delivered te yeu fer safokeeping until Sunday

merning Oct. lst, when these supplies w caded inte the baggage secticn

cf the diosel electric mcter car by the crganizors cof this mcvement,

On arrival at Val Reyal, cn the
bo roturned tc yecu fer safekooping cvern

cn Menday, Oct, 2nd,

7ill yecu kindly arrange tc¢ handlo accerdingly,

rohurn mevo, tho ompty scft drink cases will -
ight and will be picked up scmetimo

Torminal Passonger Agent = Mcntreal,
Pleaso sce away and meet cn return,
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Til HUBSRDEAU EXCURSION

The sneclal motor train excursion, operated today by the (anade
_1lan Railiroad Historical Association in coopsration with the Cunadien

" Notiomal Railways,

vwaes arranged”

to mark the

2ilver Anniversary of

““one of the most recent chapters

in the interesting story of railruy

in the summer of 1925,
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to a gruelling cross-continent

Tun from

Montreal to Vancouver in the autumn of the

SAMe

year
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trip that was sucgessfully completed in sixty=seven houre,

breaking

three world's records en route.

sumnary of the

4
2%

cvente

leading to

the advent of the first main-line diesel in imerica, and a resume of
CI'R 15820's epochal Jjourmey is inecluded in the following puges.

anniversary $trin, -== from lontreal to

The route chosen for the
Huberdcau, '."., was selected besause
the ra:ll.ay threads

the Taurentian hills,

of the scenic route by which
vhoge autumnal hussg are

Just] 'V""f\u. ed )

From an elevation of 70 feet

2% Montreal,

the railway

rises %o its

summit east of Laurel,

1360 feet above sca levsl, and

descends to 636 feot ot Huberdsau.

Incorporated in 1890 as the lontfort Colonization Rullway, the

in 1896 between
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(With the C."«Re toO
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St.Cauveur) and

the eant of
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Thig primitive line was
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Gatincan Colorization Ry.

In 1903,

it wes sold to the Creat Uorthm
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The Canadian National Railways, one of the world's largest systems,
had its beginning in Canada's first steam railway, the Champlain & Saint
Lawrence Rail Road, which started operation in 1836 as a portagé line on
the water routc between Montreal and New York. This, with the Montrcal and
Lachine linc opencd cloven yecars later, and soveral other carly railways,
wecame part of tho Grand Trunk Railway of Canada, which was incorporated in
1852,

During the ycar 1918, the Canadian Northern system, tho Canadian Gove
ornment Railways and the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway were amalgamatcd under
a singlc management, and the unifiod lines were given tho title of Canadian
Notional Reilways. In 1923, the Grand Trunk Railway was added and the sys-
tom fused into onc operating unit. Many of the lincs of the now Canadian
National Systom lay in sparscly-sottlod country and a great deal of the
motive power was in nced of roplacomonts Consoquontly, attention was foc~
ussod on obtaining now power which could be operated oconpmically in light-
traffic torritory and provide fairly froquont servico on hranéh lincs,
Storage battory cars, gasoline and gas -ocloctric cars worce developed and
did thoir sharc to cut down costs, but nll of those had scrious faults =~
they were but part-way measurcs.

In the autumn of 1923, the latc C.E. Brooks, who was then Superintcend-
ont of Motive Power, mnde an cxtensive tour of America and Burope to inv-
cstigate the latcst railway cquipment developments and to ascertain what
type of power would best suit the requirements of scrvice on the National
system, He found little on other railway linecs that could be adopted prof-
itably by the Canadian National:; on his way homc fronm Sweden, however, he

stopped over in Glasgow, Scotland and paid a visit to the plant of the,
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William Beardmorc Company where several airship motors were on test. Mr,
Brooks saw that these engines might bé adapted to railway use and his opin-
jon was sharcd by the chief designers of the nanufacturing company
Arrangoments were thereforc made whereby the Beardmore Company would supply
o number of modified power plants for cxperimental railway purposcs in
Canada.,.

Mr,Brooks returned to this country and orders were placed with the
Ottawa Car Manufrcturing Company for nine special notorcoach bodics whieh
would be equipped with thc Beardmore dicsel engincs, Canadian Westinghouse
supplicd generators and traction motors to transfor the power of the diescls
to the driving axles., The completced units were asscnbled at the Pointc St
Charlcs Shops of the Canndian National Railways during the early part of
1925, |

Thus wag born the Diecsel-clectric Rnil Car,

By the nonth of August, two units were réady for tests, #15819, a
single self-propclled coach, and #15817, an articulatod units These cars
were put through scvere tests on varioue rung in Bastorn Canada e~ the
largé bhe opdrating out of the Tunnel Términal in local sorvico betwoén
Montreal and Ottawn over tho now-fbandoned t'é%igﬁal Subdivision, Tho
smaller coar succossftdly coﬁpleébd $ung in the Toronto arca, and returning
to Montreal, madc the BBQﬁﬁ{ic jdﬁrnoy ot a total fucl cost of but $3.98.

The newepaper and magazine articles of the day wero enthusiastic about
the new means of notive powcf{ but it is doubtful whethor meny who saw the
cars realized the full significanéo that thoy held for the futurc of Ameri~
oan roilrondings Tho late R.L, Falfbairn, mAnager of tho Passongey Service

Buresu of the CoN.Re, who was responsible for thé assignmont of the cars,
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charncterized them as the "outstanding invention of the century in the rail
tronsportation industry" and pointed out that they werc an achicvenent for
British and Canndian engincers. That this achicvement was somcthing to be
proud of was proved before many weecks had passcde

Dicsol-clectric unit cars of this now and promising design werc rog-
uired for scrvice on short, local runs fron terninals 21l across the coun~
try, and when No,15820 was completed, it was assigned to the British Colum~
bia District on the Pacific Coast, Thus an opportunity was presented to
nmake the supreme test =--- by opernting the car under its own power across
the continent to Vancouver. The record-brosking dash of the famous 15820
is now history === 2937 niles in 67 hours with the enginec operating non~-
stop throughout the journecy.

The route of the trip was over the lincs presontly followed by the
C,N.R. Continentad Limited, probably the first through train to operate
over this routce Prior to this time, trains #1 and #2 were scheduled over
the Termiskaning and Northern Ontario Railway (now Ontario Northland Ry, )
fronn North Bay to Cochrane, but Extra 15820 followed the Hornepayne Sub-
division to Longlac, and travelled across the newly-conpleted Longlac Cut—
off to Nakina, The intorior of the car was slightly changed for the con~
venience of the officers and crow who rade the journey, the seats in the
main passenger conpartment were altercd to provide sloeping and ocating
facilities, and additional fuel-oil storagc installed in the baggage sec—
tione The trip was norked by a nunber of events, including o collision
with 2 noose and o Dbroken brake-pipc. Therc was an Adnost-catastrophe
near Boston Bar, B, C. when the unit camc upon a scction-man on a long

trestle, hidden from view by a sharp curve. Tragedy drew very ncar as the
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energency brake was thrown on, but fortunately receded again as the section
nan jumped clear of his speeders The pilot of the diesel cut through the
speeder like a knife, but the man was safc and waved the car on its way.
Notwithstending those happenings, the one-coach train arrived in Vancouver
shoad of schedule after only sixty-seven  hours running from Montreal,
bfcaking the world's rccords for ondurance, cconomy and sustained spoed
over such a distancec.

We all know now the events that followed the success of 15820 and the
other dicscl-cloctric cars ~—- how fron thesc, Anerica's first dicsel road
loconotive, CeleRe #9000 was designed, tested and proved, and how subscg-
uently the railweys of America cnthusiastically adopted the diesel-electric
principlee Mr. S.J. Hungerford, Vice President of Operations, later Chair-
man and President of the National System, and now retired, can therefore be
quotced as prophetic when he commented on 15820's journcy and declared "It
is possible that a single locomotive could handle trains clear across the
continent without being rclicvodeeseseesuch locomotives would render it un-
necessary to maintain water stations and would greatly rcduce the neced of
torninal faciliticSesessosand would climinate such vexations as snoke and
cindors. Teken all together, the indications point to a rapid deveclopnent
in the usc of oil-clectric motive power on the railroads of the continent".
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Tota/! weight
Two 600 vol?
Two Duplex
One 30 /b.
Peter Smith

60 persons.
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ARC Preuphoriic horns.
/oco motive -7ype bell.

Aot water hlearer.

on front rroc k.

CNR OIL-ELECTRI/C
/5820
CLASS EDé/B - 6/ F7- 6 IN.
Bvilder - Otfawa Car Co. + C-N-R-
Date coms’rvcted -— 1925.
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