
CANADIAN RAILROAD HISTORICAL ASSOCIATI ON, Inc. 

( MAR CH. 1951 

Announcement of Mee t i ng 

The regular mon~h ly meeting of the As sociation will b e he ld 
on Wedne ~day , Mar ch 14th, 1951, at 8.00 P. M. in Roo m 153 of the 
Queen's Hot e l . 

Following t he bus Lne s s of t he mee t ing a progra m of Kocla chr ome 
s l ides wi l l b e shown by Mr . Lavallee. 

The 1951 d ues ($2. 00) are now payab l e . 

On Sunday , Febr u a r y 18t h, t he Ass oc iat i on , i n coo perat ion with 
t h e Mon t r ea l "HO" Ass oc i at i on spons ored a trip to Gr anby, Q,ue. over 
t he Mont r ea l and Souther n Countie s Railway, whi ch was he ld on ac count 
of t he ant i c ipat ed diese l izati on of that por t i on of the line fr om 
Mar i ev i l le t o Gr anb y . The tr ip was a succes sful ventur e in ever y res ~ 

pec t a nd a pprox i mat ely 60 pe r s ons made t he j ourney . Although t he s kies 
were ov er ca st, many ph ot ogr aphs were taken. Th e Montrea l South city 
l ine a nd t he St . Ang ele branch wer e also covered. Cons i s t of t he tram 
i nc l ud ed co mbi nation car No . 107 a nd trailer No . 200. 

At Gra nby t he gr oup was wel c omed by the pr o-may or of t he city 
and oth er muni c i pal officials and a n auto bu~ was pr ov id ed by t h e c ity 
t o ca rry t he pa r t ic ipan t s t o t h e city ha ll where the pr o- rnayor gave a 
s hort welc ome a dd re s s and all vis i t ors signed the go l den boo k . 

A var i ety of equ ipmen t was on d isplay at t h e Granby Wes t sho ps 
and t he phot og r aphe rs took good adva nt age of t he opportun i t y. The 
spec ia l train re turned t o Mon t r ea l shortly af ter 6 .00 P. M. A number 
of othe r railroa d a ss oc ia t i ons were re pre~ente d by out of t own par t ­
icipan t s, whi ch incl uded Me s s r a . He rma n Ri nke of t he El ectric Rail­
roaders As sl n., New York Ci t y , John Mi l l ~ and Ro nald Cooper of the 
Upper Ca nad a Railway Socie ty , Toronto, and Kenneth Pra t t of t he 
Capital Distri ct Railroad Club, Albany, N.Y . Wi l liam McKe own of 
ot t awa a nd Roger Boi s ver t of Trois Ri viere s al~o made t he t ri p. Good 
pub l i c i t y in the fo rm of photographo and neW3 re portn Wac given by a 
number of local news papers. 

Items of Int erest 

PACIFIC GREAT EA STE ro~~ Wh e n s i x 16 00 H.P. d ie ~ el- e l e c t r i c units, 
pres en t ly on orde r f r om Mon t r ea l Locomotive Wo rks are rec eived, i t i s 
reported that t h is l i ne wi l l b e completely dieoe lized. Whi le work is 
pr oceeding on t he Quesnel M Prince Georg e extension, 82t mile s long, 
a nd t he gr ad i ng i s more t han h a l f completed , there i s re newed agitat­
ion to complete the southern por t i on of t he line from Squami s h to 
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Announcement of Meeting 

The regular mon~hly meeting of the Association will be held 
on Wedne~day, March 14th, 1951, at 8.00 P.M. in Room 153 of the 
Q,ueen's Hote 1. 

Following the bus ine!::!s of the meeting a program of Koclachrome 
slides will be shown by Mr. Lavallee. 

The 1951 dues ($2.00) are now payable. 

~ - ~ - - - - - - - - - - -
On Sunday, February 18th, the Association, in cooperation with 

the Montreal "HO" Association sponsored a trip to Granby, Q,ue. over 
the Montreal and Southern Counties Railway, which was held on account 
of the anticipated dieselization of that portion of the line from 
Marieville to Gr9-nby. The trip was a successful venture in every res~ 
pect and approximately 60 persons made the journey. Although the skies 
were ov ercast, many photographs were taken. The Montreal South city 
line and the St. Angele branch were also covered. Consist of the tram 
included combination car No. 107 and trailer No. 200. 

At Granby the group was welcomed by the pro-mayor of the city 
and other municipal officials and an autobu~ was provided by the city 
t o carry the participants to the city hall where the pro-mayor gave a 
short welcome address and all visitors signed the golden book. 

A variety of equipment was on display at the Granby West shops 
and t h e photographers took good advantage of the opportunity. The 
special train returned to Montreal shortly after 6.00 P.Ni. . A number 
of other railroad associations were repre~ented by out of town part­
icipants, which included Messrs. Herman Rinke of the Electric Rail­
roaders Ass'n., New York City, John Mill~ and Ronald Cooper of the 
Upper Canada Railway Society, Toronto, and Kenneth Pratt of the 
Capital District Railroad Club, Albany, N.Y. William Ii/[cKeown of 
Ottawa and Roger Boisvert of Trois Rivieres al~o made the trip. Good 
publicity in the form of photographo and neW3 reports wac given by a 
number of local newspapers. 

Items of Intere~t 

PACIFIC GREAT EASTEru~~ When six 1600 H.P. die~el-electric units, 
presently on order from Montreal Locomotive Works are received, it is 
re-ported that this line will be completely dieoelized. While work is 
proceeding on the Q,uesnel M Prince George extension, 82t miles long J 

and the grading is more than half completed, there is renewed agitat­
ion to complete the southern portion of the line from Squamish to 



- - - - - - - - - - - -
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Nor th Vanc ouver , rather than rely on ba rge transf er faciliti es. At 
t he pr e ~ en t time , a mate r i a l ya rd i~ ~ituate d 7 mi le ~ north of ~u e snel( t o whi ch po in t rail has be en l a id . Anot h er yard ha s b ee n co mpleted 
at Pr ince George and it i s expe cted that steel laying wi l l co mmence 
i n t he Spri ng . Thr ee large br idges are required, a nd pi er s have 
bee n comple t ed on the s t r uc t ure wh i ch will s pan t he ca nyon of the 
Cot tonwood Rive r . 

~ ~ 

QPEpEC NORTH S HO P~ & LA5RADOR RAILWAY - Track wor k i s n ow under way 
i n t he Seven I sla nds t erminal area. Thi s line wi ll b e 358 mi le s long, 
wi th sidings ca pab l e of holding a 4-unit d ic ~e l~ lo c omo tive a nd 100 
cars, lo ca t ed a p P~oximat ely every 15 mi l e ~ . The maximum gr ade north­
b ound wi l l b e L 8;~ a nd sou t hbound 0 .3;~ . It i s expect ed t hat the r oad 
wi ll order fi ft y 160 0 HF d iesel ~ele c tir c locomotiv es a nd 2000 ore ca rs 
e ach of 100 ton s ca pacity. The lo como t i ve a nd ca r shops , Ge neral 
Off ices , c l a s s i ficati on and stora ge yards , as wel l a s are dumper s will 
b e loc ~ted at Seven I sland ~ . Th e Company has purcha sed a number of 
u s ~d f r eight and pa s s enge r ca r s t hrough a ~ econ d hand d ealer , a nd t hey 
ar e presen t ly stored i n t he Ou t r emont Yar d of the Canad i an Pacif i c 
Ra i l way in Mont r ea l . Ab out si xty car s ar e now a s s emb led t here of the 
fol lowi ng t y pe s a nd numerical se ri ee : 

T:LQ8 

Baggage (wood ) 300 s eries 
Combinat i on 42 7, 436 , 437 
Coac h (wo od ) 425 s erie s (~om e have 

s t e e I sheathing , but a l l have open ends)
Gondola 600 s er ies 
Box 700 seri es 
Flat 800 s eri es 
Fl a t (With s ila l l tank ) 813- 815 
Ta nk 900 series . 

Pa ssenge r t r ain cars are pain ted gr e en , b ox car s ar e red , whi le 
go ndo la ca r~t t ank ca r s and flat cars a r e blaok. All have white 
st encilling ' ~S &LlI. The pa s senger cars orig i nally came f rom the 
Centr a l Railroad of New Jers ey a nd t he De l awar e , La ckwan na & We s te r n 
Railroad, Whi l e t he baggage car s came f r om t h e Eri e Ra ilroad. Some 
of the fr e i ght ca rs ar e formerly of t he Toro nt o, Hami l to n & Buf falo Ry. 

~ ~ ~ ~ 

The r oad f r ei ght d iesels , or de red by the Canaa ian Na t i ona l Rys . 
fr om t h e Mont r ea l Locomotive Wor ks l aat Aut umn, a re now being de l i ver ­
ed to t he r a i l way a t Mont r ea l . They ar e simi lar in mos t r e s pect s to 
t he firs t group of "VI " cLa s s un i ts on t he C. N. "R. . , numbered 940 0~ 9 4-07, 
b ut are equ ipped wi th tri pl e~ton e ho rns wi th a mu ch more pl eas ing not e. 

St r ong lF o t e s t ~ have been mad e by t he town ~ of Balmer s t on , 
Li stowe l a nd Wingham agains t t he C.N . R. pr oposal to aband on railwa y 
s e r v i ce on t he 56 mi le l ine betwee n Li s towel and Kincardine in s outh­
wes t er n Onta r io. Aband onment of the line would ~aav e s ome d ozen 
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North Vancouver, rather than rely on barge transfer facilities. At 
t he pre~ent time, a material yard i~ ~ituated 7 mile~ north of ~uesnel 
to which point rail has been laid. Another yard has been completed 
at Prince George and it i s expected that steel laying will commence 
in the Spring. Three large bridges are required, and piers have 
been completed on the structure which will span the canyon of the 
Cottonwood River. - ~ - - - - - - - - - - ~ ~ 

QPEpEC NORTH SHORE & LA5RADOR RAILWAY H Track wo rk i s n ow under way 
in the Seven Islands terminal area. Thi s line will be 358 miles long, 
with sidings ca pable of holding a 4-unit dic~el~locomotive and 100 
cars, located app~oximately every 15 mile~. The maximum grade north­
bound will b e 1. 8;1 and southbound 0.3;~ . It is expected that the road 
will order fifty 1600 HF diesel-electirc locomotives and 2000 are cars 
e ach of 100 tons ca pacity. The locomotive and car shops , General 
Offices, classification and storage yards, as well as ore dumpers will 
be loc ~ted at Seven Island~. The Company has pur chased a number of 
us ~d fr eight and pa ssenger cars through a ~econd hand dealer, and they 
are presently stored in the Outremont Yard of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway in Montreal. About sixty cars are now a ssembled there of the 
following types and numerical 8er ie~: 

Type 

Baggage (wood) 
Combination 
Co ach (WOOd) 

Gondola 
Box 
Flat 

~ te e 1 s he a th i ng , 

Flat (Wi th s reall tank) 
Tank 

300 series 
427, 436 I 437 
425 series (~ome have 

but all have open ends ) 
600 series 
700 series 
800 series 
813- 815 
900 series. 

Passenger train cars are painted green, box cars are red, while 
gondola car~( tank cars and flat cars are blaok. All have white 
stencilling '~S&L". The passenger cars originally came from the 
Central Railroad of New Jersey and the Delaware, Lackwanna & Western 
Railroad, while the baggage cars came from the Erie Railroad. Some 
of t he freight cars are formerly of the Toronto, Hami lton & Buffalo Ry. 

~ ~ - - - - ~ - - - - - - ~ ~ ~ ~ 

The road freight diesels, ordered by the Cana~ian Na tional Rys. 
from the Mont r ea l Locomotive Works laet Autumn, are now being de liiTer­
eO. to the rai lway at Montrea l. They are similar in mos t r espect s to 
t he first group of "w" cla~s units on the C.N."R.., numbered 9400~9407, 

but are equipped with triple~tone horns with a much more pleasing note. 
" - - - - - - - - - - - ~ ~ - - -

s trong prote~t~ have been made by the town~ of Balmerston, 
Li s towel and Wingham against the C.N.R. proposal to abandon railway 
s ervice on the 56 mi le line between Listowel and Kincardine in south­
western Ontario. Abandonment of the line would ~: eave some dozen 
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communities without ade quate tr a nspor ta ti on f a ciliti e s. At pres ent 
t her e ar e t wo pas s enge r t r ains e a ch way except Sund ay , wi t h fr e i ght 
s ervic e a s r equ i r ed . 

- ~ - - - ~ - - - - - - ­ ~ 

~u 3b e c Ci ty , on the ot her hand , is a tt empti ng t o have r a i l way ' 
f~c i lities in t he c ity reduced . The pr o pos~l s , a s re por t ed i n a 
~u eb ec Ci t y news pa per, sugges t e l imina t i ng t h e C. P . R. l ine i n t o 
Pa lai s St a t i on a nd t he r emoval of the t e r mina l. 

- - - - - - - ~ - - ~ - - - - ­
The Centra l Ve rmon t Rai lway , New England Subs i di a ry of t he 

C. N.R. , r ec ently ann oun ced t he pur chas e of t he New Lond on Nor t he r n 
Ra i lway . Thi s line has be en operat ed under l ea s e fo r ma ny years , bu t 
now b ec ome s t he pr oper t y of the Cen t ra l Ve rmon t Railway, Inc . 

The Rut l an d Rai lway ha s pur c h~ s e d t he Alco roa d swi tcher type 
di e se l - electric l oc omotive demonstr a t or which was ma k i ng t est r un s o v~ 

t h e li ne and ha s number ed it 200 . Thi s uni t i s pa in ted gre en wi t h 
ye l l ow trim a nd i s be i ng u s ed i n f r eight s erv i ce f rom Be l l ows Falls , 
Vt . t o Norwood , N. Y. An ~rd er f or t wo add i tiona l uni ts has be en 
placed wi t h Alco . 

Vio le nt sto rms ~n d h eavey snows a re cau s i ng hard~h ips a nd many 
de lay ~ i n opera t i ng t rains i n Wes t e r n Canada . As an example C.P .R . 
lo c omo t i ve s 5917 (2 - 10-4) , 5444 & 5442 (both 2- 8- 2 8) coupled to gether 
with a wed ge plow on each end wer e c l earing t he li ne ea st of Fi e ld , B.C 
Wh i le mak i ng a run i nto a dr ift an avalanche came d own ~ ckin g snow 
hard on t he r a il s . Th e hard s now li ft ed one of the wedge plows of f the 
rail s a nd t oppl ed it 250 f eet d own t he mountain s i de . Trans continent al 
t r a i n s we re delayed considerab ly . Me anwhi l e an avalanche on t he 
Coqu iha l la eUb- d i v i s i on in s ou t hwes t e r n B.C . compl etely bur i ed eng ine 
58 10 ( 2-10- 2 ) a nd a pl ow . 

Effec t ive MRr ch 5, 19 51, a numb er of Mont r- e a L 'I 'r amway s Co . 
r oute cha nge s took pl ~ce in t he wes ter n se c ti on of Mon t r ea l . Route 
# 83, Wi nd s or wa s d i v i d ed i n t o two s e c t i ons . Th e l i ne be t ween Pl a c e 
d 'Armes a nd Victoria Ave. Westmount r e t a i ned t he s ame name and number . 
The o t her se cti on of t he li ne be twe en Wes t moun t Stat i on and Ga rland i s 
now kn own a s # 50, Gir ourd . Tram rout e # '4f orme r ly t urn ing a t ~ . • ­
Ma d i s on Ave . and She r br ooke now opera t e s to Cot e des Ne i ges v i a 
Snowd on ; a nd rout e # 4~ has be en ex tended to Some rled & Wa lk ley Ave s . 
during " Ru sh Hcu r s '", 

Tr ol ley coaches a re now servi ng the Tr amway s Company 's line 
a l ong J ean Talo n and Bel a nge r s treets. Trams wer e r emo ved f r om t hese 
s t r eet s last suruner and mo t or bus s er v i c e pr OVided ~hi le t r ack l es s 
tr ol l ey overhead was be i ng i nstalled. 

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ­

( 

... 3 -

oommunities without adequate transportation faoilities. At present 
there are two passenger trains each way except Sunday , with freight 
service as required. 

- ~ - - - ~ - - - - - - - ~ 

Q,u9bec City, on the other hand, is attempting to have rai hvay' 
f~ci1ities in the city reduced. The proposq1s, as re port ed in a 
Q,uebec City ne'wspaper, suggest eliminating the C.P.R. line into 
Pa1ais Station and the removal of the terminal. 

- - - - - - - ~ - - ~ - - - - -

The Central Ve r mont Railway, New England Subsidiary of the 
C. N. R., rec ently announced the purchase of t he Ney" Lond on Northern 
Railway. This lirie has been operated under lea se for many years, but 
now be co mes the property of the Central Vermont Railway, Inc. 

The Rutland Rail1lvay has pureh'1sed the Aleo road swi tCher type 
diesel-electric locomotive demonstrator which was maki ng test runs ov~ 
the line and hae number ed it 200. This uni t is pa, i nted green wi th 
ye llow trim and is being u sed i n freight service from Bellows Falls, 
Vt. to Norwood, n.Y. An ~rder for two additional units has been 
placed with A1co. 

Violent storms <?-nd heavey snows are causing hard~hips and many 
de lay~ in operating trains in Western Canada. As an example C.P.R. 
locomotive s 5917 (2-l0~4), 5444 & 5442 (both 2- 8~2 s ) coupled together 
with a wedge plow on each end Were clearing the line east of Field, B.C 
W}Jile ma.king a run into a drift an avalanche came down packing snow 
ha.rd on the rails. The hard snow lifted one of the "vedge plows off t:t:e 
rails and toppl ed it 250 fe e t down the mountain side. Transcontinental 
tra ins were delayed considerably. Meanwhile an avalanche on the 
Coquiha1la eub- d i vision in southwestern B. C. completely buried engine 
5810 (2~10~2) and a plow. 

I-t _____ """" ____ .... _ 

:Effective March 5, 1951, a num'l er of Mont real Tr'l,mways Co. 
route changes took pl~ce in the western section of Montrea l. Route 
# 83, Winds or was divided into two sections. The line between Place 
d'Armes and Victoria Ave. Westmount retained the same name and number. 
The other section of the line between Wes tmount St a tion and Garland is 
now known as # 50, Girourd. Tram route # '4 formerly turning at _ ~ '~ ~ 
Madison Ave. and Sherbrooke now opere.te s to Cot e de~ Nei ge s via 
Snowdon; and route # 4~ has been extended to Somerled & Walkley Aves. 
during "Ru~h Hours", 

Trolley coaches are now serving the Tramways Company's line 
a·long J ean Talon and Be langer stre e ts. Trams were r emoved from these 
stre ets la s t su~ner and motor bus service provided while trackless 
trolley overhead was being installed. 

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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( Canad ian Car & Foundryf~ Turcot p l a n t a re shipping P ,C .C . 
t y pe s treet cars t o the Tor on t o Tran sportat ion Cow~iss i on , part of 
t h e ord er for 50 pla c ed l a st ye ar. Al though To r on t o i s b u i ld i ng a 
s ubwa y under Yonge St r e e t , the T.T.C. are wi sely acquiri n g new tra m­
cars f or u s e on o t h er lin es. 

The Cornwall St ree t Ra ilwa y h a s received d e l ivery of a n 
ele ct r i c lo comot i ve wh i ch it pu rclmsed fr om Omaha , Linc o l n & Beatri c e 
Ry . of Linc oln, ~eb . The engi n e of Ba ldw i n-We ~ t i ng hou s e man u f a c t u re 
i s s imilar t o o t h er engines in use on t he C.S .H . 

Th e BUdd _RP C- l on C . }T .~ . Li ne s 
By A. Clegg 

Tho Budd RDC-l , t he l ates t a nd mos t modern developme n t in 
ra ilwa y d iese l u n i t equ i pme nt, has beon on c;a nad i a n Na t i ona l li ne s 
d uring the past two or t hr e e we e k s. As n o t e d in the n ews r e por t s, 
on e o f the f i rst r u n s of the car in t hi s country wa s over t h e C,N . R. 
li n e b e t woe n Mont r e a l a~dO t tawa -- a par t icu l a rly appro priate j ou r ney 
c on s dier i n G the fac t t}~ t jus t a little over twenty-f i v e y e a rs ago on 
t h i s same r ou t e t h e Na t i on a l Sy s t em intr oduc ed t he die sel uni t train 
to Amer ican railroad i ng wi t h it s f a mou s 1 5820 se r ie s cars. 

Today 's ROC howeve r bears l itt le r e sembla nc e to the pioneer. 
In appear a n ce t h e coac h looks ve r y simila r t o t he Vi s t a Dome equi p­
men t on t h e C3&Q Zephy r s . It has s i d e~ a nd roo f o f unpaint ed stain­
l e s s stee l , corru ga t ed in the s tandard Bud d pat tern, and a "bli s ter tl 

on t he ro of h ousing t he v en t i l a ti on and eng i n e- co o l i ng sys t ems . Other H 
wise t h e car l oo k s like a ny other moder n r ailwa y coa ch wi th l arge 
pla t fo rms a nd " pi ctu r e il wi nd ows . Howe ve r i t is not i n ex t e r na l 
appearance bu t i n mecha n i ca l f eature s that the RDC d i f f e r s from 
c onven t ional roll i ng s t o c k . Under t h e floo r o f t h e car t h e r e a r e t wo 
2 75 h . p . mo t ors , each d i rec t l y d r iving one pai r of wh e e ls . No revenue 
space is t ak en u p by this e qu ipment and t he i n t er io r of t h e b ody i s 
b r ok en only b y a c entral 18" partition hou ~ ing t he exhaus t duc ts a nd 
v e n t ila ti on p ipe s . Seats in t he demons t r a t or mode l a re of d iffe r e n t 
de signs ... - .... s ome o f t h e " Sleepy Holl ow" ty pe pr ove tha t the equ ipment 
can be a s comfort a ble as a s t a nda rd c oa ch f or l ong d i s tan c e tra ve l , 
wh i l e o t h e r s of t h e t1 t r a mwa y" d e sign a re mor e s u itab le i f t h e car i s 
to be used i n sub u r ban se rv ice . Heat i ng i s t ake n care o f by the 
ex haust fr om the d iese l mo t ors , whil e for operat io n i n wa rme r wea ther , 
t he ca r ca n b e a irHcond i tioned . 

It wa s my goo d f or tu ne t o be p~e sent on on 8 o f the te st run s of 
t hi s car b e t we e n Mon t r ea l and Cot eau J Que. -- a tr i al s i mul~t ing a 
regU l ar run of a l oca l commu t at ion tra i n, a nd a llowing s u ff ic i en t time 
a t ea ch s to p for mythical pas s engers t o e mbark or de t ra in , Pr ompt l y 
a t 12 :00 o 'clo ck no on, t h e car lef t t h e e ng i ne~ change tracks at Turcot 
Eas t and seven minutes l a t er mad e t h e f i rs t s t op at Domi n i on . The 
o t r e r s uburba n s tations were reac h ed and l eft b eh i nd in quick sucess ­
ion, a nd we a~r i ved a t Vaud r e u i l f our mi nu t es early - 12:46 p . m. 
Throughout t h e t r ip the pr ed e t e r mi n ed s chedu l e wa s main ta i n ed or 
be t te r ed -- in fact our time could have b e en reduced by a t l eas t 
twelve mi nu t e s and a s che du l ed arr ival mad e at Co t ea u . 

( 
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Canadian Car & Foundryt~ Turcot plant are shipping P,C.C. 
t ype street cars to the Toronto Transportation Commission, part of 
the order for 50 placed last year. Although Toronto is building a 
s ubway under Yonge Street, t .he T.T.C. are wisely acquiring new tram­
cars for use on o the r lines. 

.....--~~-

The Cornwall Street Railway has received delivery of an 
electric locomotive which it purchased from Omaha, Lincoln & Beatrice 
Ry. of Lincoln, ~~e b . The engine of Baldwin-We~tinghouse manufacture 
i s similar to othe r engines in use on the C.S.R . 

~ ~ _ _ _ ~ _ _ - H _ - _ ~ - _ _ _ - _ ~ 

The Budd RpC-l on C . lT . ~ . Line s 
By A. Clegg 

Tho Budd RDC - l, the l ates t a nd most modern development in 
railway diesel unit equipment, has been on ~anad ian National lines 
during the past two or thr ee weeks. As noted in the news reports, 
on e of the first run s of the car in this country was over the C.N.n . 
line b etween Mont real andOt tailva -- a part i cularly appro pr ia te journey 
consd i e rinG the fac t that just a little over twenty-five years ago on 
this same route the National System introduced the diesel unit train 
to Ame rican railroadini with it s famous 15820 series cars. 

Today's TIDC however bear s little resemblance to the pioneer. 
In appearance t he coach looks very similar to the Vis ta Dome equip­
ment on the C:'=:l3cQ Zephyrs. It has 8ide~ a"1d roof of unpainted stain­
le ss steel, corrugated in the standard Budd pattern, and a "bli sterll 
on the roof housing the ventilation and engine~cooling sys tems . Other.., 
wise the car looks like any other modern r a ilway coach wi th large 
platforms and "picture ll windows . However it is not in external 
appearance but in mechanical features that the RDC di ffers from 
conventional rolling stock. Under the floor of the car there are two 
275 h . p . motors , each directly driving one pair of iNheels. No revenue 
space is taken up by this equipment and t he interior of the body is 
b roke n only by a central 18" partition hou~ing the exhaust ducts and 
ventilation pipes . Soats in the demonstrator model are of different 
designs ... - ... some of the " Sleepy Hollow" type prove that t he equipment 
can be as comfortab le as a standard coach for long dis t a nce travel, 
while othe r s of the "tramway " design are more suitable if the car is 
to be used in suburban service. Heating is taken care of by the 
exhaust from the diesel motors, wl'dle for ope ration in warmer weather , 
the car can be air- conditioned . 

It was my goo d fortune to be p~esent on on e of the te s t runs of 
this car between Mo ntreal and Coteau, ~ue. -~ a trial simul~ting a 
regular run of a local commutation train, and allowing sufficient time 
at each stop for my thical passengers to e mbark or detrain . Promptly 
at 12:00 o'clock noon, the car left the engine~change tracks at Turcot 
East and seven minutes later made the first stop at Dominion . The 
ot :rer suburban stations were reached and left beh ind in quick sucess­
ion, and we a~rived at Vaudreuil four minutes early - 12:46 p.m. 
Throughout t he trip the predet e r mined schedule was maintained or 
bettered ~~ in fact our time could have been reduced by at least 
twelve minu tes and a scheduled arrival made at Coteau . 
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Le aving Vaudr eui l a t 12:50 p . m. a n acce lera t i on tes t wa s mad e 
a scending t h e g r a d e we s t of t h e s t a t i on . The car r ea ch ed 47 mph one 
minute aft e r departu r e , 60 mph fo rty-fi ve e e c ond s l a t er, a nd 65 mph 
b e f or e z-ea cru n ., t h o h i g hway e ro s s i ng . Top s pe ed on the ou tbound tr ip 
wa s 75 mph r ea ch ed n ear Ij~ i l e Po s t 34- be twe e n St . Domi n i que and Wi l son­
vale . This wa s b e t t e r ed by ano t her 3 mph on t h e r e t urn r un -- 78 mph 
be twe e n Ced a rs and Vaudr eui l , bu t t hi s l att er spu r t was on the 
de s ce nd i ng gra de j us t we s t of Vaudreuil St a t i on . 

At ~ o teau , b etwe en 1:14 a nd 1:45, we had an opportunity t o 
phctcgr aPh t h e car and inspect t h e mo t orma n ' s c ontr o l s. Poss ibl y t his 
wa s t ne mo s t s u r pr isi n g item on t h e ca r -- t h e cas e wi t h which t h e 
un it ca n b 8 ope r at ed . Th e c ontrol le r c ons i s t s o f a sw~ l l hand l e set 
i n t o an a x t.e ris i on of t h e wi nd ow s il l a nd is pu s h e d fo rward to a cc e Le r­
a te a nd pu l l ed ba ck wa r d s t o s hu t off power , ~i mi lar t o t h e mov eme n ts 
r equ ired i n opera t i n g a 2650 or 2850 t y pe of M. T. C. tra m. A regular 
a i r ti rake is pr ovided fo r s t opping t h e t r a 'In , and a pedal wh i ch mu s t 
be d e pr e s sed by t he opera t or ' s f oot su ppl i e s t he " dead- man control" 
featur e . No th ing mor e t o it tha n that. The ad jus t men t s u s ually mad e 
by the o pera t or a r e pr ov i ded f or a ut omat i ca l l y and f u ncti on withou t 
a ttent ion . 

On t h e return t r ip, we le ft Cot e au at 1: 45 p .m : a nd arrived a t 
t h e re qu ired st ops co nsi s t en tly ea r ly . In fact a f te r orr d a s h d own 
Va ud r eu i l P i ll , we had suf fi cient time t o s pa r e to enable t he crew of 
t he r egular loca l trai n wa it i ng a t t h e sta tion to i n s pect t he car. 
F r om h ere to Turcot ~as t the trip was inte resting b u t uneventful and 
we arr i ved a t t h e eng i n o- change tra cks at 2:56 p . k . F r om t his po i n t 
t he car wa s swi t ch ed to the e l ce tr i c loc omoti v e s ho p a nd put awa y for 
t he day . 

Al tog ethe r tho c a r pe r f ormed well a nd shou l d f ind a pla c e on 
ce r ta in r uns in a c ov n t r y a s l arg e a nd diver s i f i ed a s ou r s. It s ch ief 
weakness wou ld seem t o b e i t s inab i l i t y to hau l a trailer t o take care 
of h e avy t r a f f i c demands a nd f or t hi s rea s on its efficie ncy in subu r ­
b a n se r vic e i s d oub t f u l . It s a c c e pt a n c e b y t he r a ilway s wi ll d e pend , 
n o d oubt , a s mu ch on e conomic cons i dera t ions a s upon traf f i c a nd 
me ch9.n i c a l fe ature s, but fr om an opera t i onal po i nt of v i ew t h e fut ure 
of t h e ~D C seems a s b right as d id that of 15820 a quarter century a go. 

Wh i l e on te st on t h e C.N .R. t h e RDC- l car als o ma d e t r ia l r un s 
i n t he Ga r nea u a nd Qu ebec a r Ga a nd two tri ps ov e r t h e Mon t r e a l a nd 
Sou t he rn Counti es Ra i lway . 

Du r i n g i t s r e turn tr i p t o Ph i l a d e lph i a on t he Ce n t ral Ve r mon t 
Ry . the RD C- l ca r wa s d a ma g ed in a l e vel cros s i ng colli s io n wi th a 
gra n ite tru c k near Whi t e River Jet., Vt . Non e o f t he pe o p l e on t h e 
ca r, wh ich i n c lud ed s om3 off i ni a l s f rom t h e C. N.R . , C.P. R. and C. V. R. 
we re i nj u r ed, h owov e r t he d r ive r o f the t r uck wa s seri ou s ly hu r t . 
Ap~~rG nt ly the i mpqct swung t h e truck a ro und and a lso d a maged t he s i oo 
of t he ~n~- l . The car con tinued on to vVh i t e Rive r Je t . und er i t own 
powe r ~ 8r8 it wa s placed i n a f ro igh t t rain f or r eturn t o t he Bud d Co. 

Editor: ....	 Al l a n Toohey , 
2368 Bea c ons f ie ld Av e ., 
IEo n t r ea l 28, <,t,u e . 
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Leaving Vaudreui l a t 12:50 p . m. an acce l e r ation test was made 
ascending t he g r ade wes t of the s tation. The car reached 47 mph one 
mi nute after departure , 60 mph fo r ty-five e econds later, a nd 65 mph 
be fore rea chi n,~ tho hi ghway eros s i ng . Top spe ed on the ou tbound trip 
vms 75 mph r eached near Ij~ile Po st 34- between St . Domin ique and Wilson· 
vale . This was be ttered by another 3 mph on the return run -- 78 mph 
between Cedar s and Vaudr eui l, but this l atte r spurt was on the 
des cendin g grade just west of Vaudreuil Station. 

At ~o teau , between 1:14 and 1:45, we had an opportun ity to 
phc togra~h the car and inspect t he motorman' s controls. Po ss i b ly t h is 
was t h0 mos t surpri si ng item on t he car - ... the ease with which the 
unit can be ope r ated . The controller c onsis ts of a small handle set 
into an 3xtension of the wind o\v s ill 2.nd is pushed forward to ac celero­
a te a~1d pull ed backwards to shut off power , ~imilar t o t he movement s 
r e qu ired in opera ting a 2650 or 2850 type of lvI . T. C. tram. A regular 
airb r alm is -pro -Tided for stopping the tra·in, and a pedal which must 
be depre s sed by t he ope r ator' s foot supplies t he " d ead - man ccntrol" 
featur e . Nothing more to it than tha t. The adjustments usually ma d e 
by the operato r are provid ed for a u tomati cally and f unc ti on with out 
attenti on . 

On the return trip, we left Cote au at 1: 45 p.m: and arrived at 
the re qu i red stops consistently early. In fact after or r dash d own 
Vaud r eu il Pill, we had suf f icient time to spare to enable t he crew of 
t he r egula r loca l train wai ting at t he station to i nspec t the car. 
F rom here to Turcot Ea s t the trip was intere st ing bu t uneventful and 
we arr ived at the engine~change tracks a t 2:56 p . ~ . From t hi s point 
t he car wa s swi t ched to the e lc e tric loc omotive shop and put away for 
t he day . 

Altogether the car performed well and shou l d find a place on 
certain runs in a c0 1 nt r y as large and diversified as ours. Its ch ief 
weakness wou l d seem to be its inabi lity to hau l a tra iler to tak e care 
of ho ~vy tra ffic d e mands and fo r this reason its efficiency in subur­
ban service i s doub tful. Its ac c eptance by t he r ailways will depend, 
no doubt , as much on economic consider ations as upon traffic and 
me chani cal features , but from an operational point of view t he future 
of the RDC seems as b r ight as d i d that of 15820 a qua rter c en t ury ago. 

While on test on t he C. N.R. t he RDC ...... 1 car also made trial r uns 
in t he Gar neau and Quebec area and two tri ps over t ho Montrea l and 
Southern Counties Rai l way . 

During it s re tur n trip to Ph iladelphia on the C~n tral Vermont 
Ry . the RDC-l car was d amaged in a l eve l crossing collision with a 
granite truck near Whi te River Jet., Vt. None of the pe ople on tho 
car, which included soma offinials from the C. N. R., C. P . R. and C. V. R. 
wer e injured , however the dri ve r of the truck was seri o1}s l y hurt. 
Ap~~r e ntly the impqct swu ng the truck around and also damaged t he sioo 
of t he ·c?l)r;-l. The car continued on to V'iTh i te Rive r J ct . under it own 
power were it was placed in a freight train for return to t he Budd Co. 

_ h _ ~ _ _ _ - _ ~ _ _ _ _ _ ~ _ _ _ 

Edi tor: .... Allan To ohey , 
2368 Beaconsfield Ave., 
IEontreal 28, (,~ue. 



Mr.   R.R.Brown
201  lia.keghore  Drive
Point,e  Olaire,P.Q.

The  Canadigm  Railway  Historical  Association_are  planning  another  excursion  for
May  24,1951,  as  outlined  below.    We  would  appreciate   it  if  you  could  see  ev,our
way  clear  to  filling  in  the  informationreqæsted.  so  that  we  ma.y  be  able  to
approximate  the  number  of  passengers  whc>  could  attend  and  thus  securc  sufficient
accomodation  for  everyone.

The  information  may  be  returned  to  the  undersigned  in  a  one  cent  envelope,   unsealed,
and  we  would  appreciatc   it if -'you  could  give  it  your  earliest  lttention.

Remember  that  you  `-3.re  being  offered  first  refusal,   since  you  h,ive  participated  in
former  trips  of  the  C.R.H.A.

Dat,e€      May  24j   1951

Cost  Per  Person:     About  $7.50  return.

Destinatiom     Quebec   City,   P.Q.

Route:     Montreal,   Joliette,  Shawinigan  Falls,  Garneau,  H\?rve  Junction,  Riviere
Pierre  Junction,   Quebec  City.     Return  via  Quebec  Br'idge,   Charny,.
Drummondville,,  St.  Hyacintheg   Montreal.

Approxi]riate  Times{      Leave  Montreal   8300  A.M.,   irrive  Quebec   Oity  3:00  P.M.      Leave
Quebec   City  6:00  P.M.9   arrive  Montre`il   10;30  P.M.

Equipment:      C.N.R.   diesel  electriQ.ccç}r~#|5837   and  o_nce   coach.

Lunch  Accomodatic>n:     S.andwiches,   soft  drinks,   chocolate  bars,   coffee,   etc.   will  be
aùailable  on  board  the  train.

Please  mail  this  portion  to  S.S.  Worbhen,   General  Passeng,rjr  Tr:iffic  Manager,
C.R.H.A.,   #3   Prospect   St.,   Westmount,   P.Q.

1.     Is  the  date  satisfactory  or  do  you  prefer  the  following  Sunday,  May  27,   1951?

2`.     i)o  you  feei  that  the  price  of  thé  tickets  is  too  high?

3.    Would  you  prefer  tc)  leave  earlier  and  come  baclr.  earlier,   or  is  the  time
satisfactory?

4.     Do  you  intend  bringing  your  own  lunch  or  using  the  facilities  provided?

5.     If  you  yourself  make   the  trip,   how  many  people  would  accompany  you?

6.     If  you  have  any  further  comments,   please  list  them  below,   as  we  would  be  most
appreciative  i'jf  your  crîticism.

This  information  does  Ïïot  bind  you  in  any  way  towards'the  purchase  of  tickets  on
this  excursion.     It  is  merely  an  effürt  to  establish  whether  or  not  we  can  run  the
trip  to  the+ sltisfaction  of  everyone  concerned.


