


At tho conclusion of Mr, Brown's romarks, Mr, 0,S,A., Lavallee,
the Vico President, thanked him on behalf of all thosc prosont.

As an added attraction and without advanco warning (to him),
Mr, W.G. Cole was asked to narrato the incident in which he eleanod the
flucs of an enginc on the Canada Atlantic Railway —- with a can of koroseno!
This narration was accompanicd by much amisoment on the part of thosc
present and it was the common conscnsus of opinion that no ono can tell
a story like our wcll-boclovod member —~- Mr, Cole.

The banquet mocting then concluded with the showing of scveral
films, The featuro film was takon during the 1951 Convontion of the
National Railway Historical Socicty in Montroal, and was loaned to the
Association through tho courtosy of tho Midwost Chaptor of NRHS., I% rop-
resonts tho combined work of scvoral members of that Chaptor, and it is
a splondid photographic rceord of the biggest railway onthusiasts! got-
together in the history of Canada's metropolis. Tho othor films wero
both musical, classical and comical rcspeetivoly.

A suitable oxhibition of cortain objoets connected intimately
with the Socicty was on view in the salon. This cxhibit included the
Socicty's Constitution, documents, photographs of activities, scals of
early railways, publications of the socioty, and a dotailed, large-scalo
model of the "Dorchoster", Canada's first stoam locomotive, built by
the spcaker of tho evening, Mr. Robert R, Brown.

The description of our Twentioth "birthday party" could not cone
cludo without paying tribute to the propricty of all arrangements which
were made with tho Queens Hotol by e man which our socicty could 111 afford
to losc ~~ our genial Prosident, Sanborn (Sandy) Worthon, Tho projoction
Qf tho moving picturcs, and the preservation of the occasion forover on
film and in wax was thc work of anotheor indispensablo momber of our group,
Norman Lowo, Our sincero approciation goes to both of those gontlomone

Let's contimo our oxpansion in the next twonty years!
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Work has boen rosumed on tho Association's
strectcar, no, 274, Considerablo work has alrecady been dono btut the task

of restoring tho car carcfully to its original appcarance, is a long way
from compleotion, Work scssions are hold almost cvery Saturday aftcrnoen
at tho St. Denis divisional carhouso of the Montrcal Transportation Comm-
ission, which is situatod on St. Denis stroot, opposito DoFlourimont,

No,274 is stored at thoe end of track 4, inside the bujlding.

Visitors will be most welcomo at any of these Saturday gathorings.
Thosc intcrosted can tolophone the Committeo Chairman, Mr. Chivers, at
TRonmore 3140, to ascortain whother any of the Rolling Stock Committeco
mombers will bo proscent on the afternoon thoy choosc for their visit,

Tho Committco reccently acquired three original route signboards
which will lend to tho car's appearance, Those signs are all lettercd
"AMHERST ~ ST.LOUIS ANNEX" on one side, and "AMHERST - DUFFERIN" on the other,



EARLY RAILWAYS IN. %ET FASTZRN TOWNSHIPS = = = = = = = = by Robort R. Brown
WALTRLOO0 & MAGLG RATIWAY

Although the Vermont Ceontral Railroad would not allow its wholly~
owned Canadian subsidiary, tho Sjzansiocad Shofford & Chambly Railway, to
connect with other Amcrican lincs, it was intcrested in an oxteonsion which

would serve the copper mines of Boltun Township and taie away from the Pass—
- Tn 1847

umpsic some of the traffic originating around Leke Mcmphremaegog. In 1867,
the Huntington Mining Company was organized to exploit the cepper mincs in
Bolton about ten miles south of the village of Bastman which was then known
as Dillontown, and by a charter obtainocd in 1870 the mining company had the
right to build a light railway from the mines to a connccticn with the SS&C
at Waterloo and also to the navigable waters of Leko Memphromagogs

L.8, Buntington, owner of the mining company was alsc socretary of the SS&C
Ry, and since the mining company's charter rights to build railway lines
wore transforred to the Trustecs of the Vermont Central Railioed on July 26,
1871, and subscquently, on October 30, 1874, to the Waterloo & Magog Reilway
which had been inmcorporated by VCER interests on December 23,1871, it is
obvious that the whole scheme was pre-arranged in the intercsts of the

Vermont Central Railroad,

Started in 1875, the linec was completed from Waterloo to Dillon-
town in 1877 and to Magog in 1878, 1In 1879, a branch line from Dillontown
to Bolton, which had been built by the bankrupt Missisquoi & Black Rivers
Railwaey, was taken over and operated for freight service only until 1888,

Meantthile, the Quehec Central Railway had built a line from Levis
to Sherbrooke but could interchange only with the Grand Trunk Railway and it
was interested in promoting a connection with the Vermont Central, In 1882
the Waterloo & Magog Railway, which was wholly--owncd by the VCRR, commenced
building an extonsion from Magoug to Sherbrooke »nd it is interesting to
note that the contractors. Mossrs. Bowen and Woodward, were officials of
the GQuebec Central, The line from Magog to Sherbruoke was completed about
December 188%4; the terminus in Sherbrooke being the brick station at the
corner of Belvedere and Frontenac strects, now the freight office of the
Canadian Pacifie Railway, About a month later, the Qucbec Central Railway
completed a connecting link from its bridge over the St. Francis River,
up through a ravine to a connection with the Waterloo & Magog Railway,
where the Canadian Pacific passenger station is presently situated.

In 1887, the Canadian Pacific Railway opened negotiztions for the
purchase of the Waterloo & Magog Railway and on June 10th, the preparty
was conveyed to the Atlantic & NWorth West Railway. The Waterleco & lagog
Railway had been built very cheaply and it meandered through the valleys
and around the hillsy and down into all the hcollows and over the ridges, so
the Canadian Pacific Railway built an entirely new line from Brigheam Jct.
(now Brookport) to Sherbrooke, completing it in 1889, Traces of the hld
line can be followed practically all the way. From Waterloo to South
Stukely, it is close to the highway, then it runs under the high CPR viaduct:
it dips into the valley ot Zustman; passes around the south side of Urford
Lake, crossing part of the lake cn a piie trestle, traces of which are
still visible. At Magog, it crossed the river necar the textile mill, ran
toward Katevale, and then along the east side of Lake Magog and the Magog River,
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THE PASSING OF THE "703'$" - - - - . . ~ = = « = - by Richard M, Binns,

After forty-five years!' service, the last of Montreal Street Rail-
way's famous 703 class street cars will vanish from the local transit scene
sometime in early summer of this year,

While thirty-one of the remaining cars in this series have been
reposing silently in storage at Montreal Transportation Commission's Youville
Yard for the past year and a half, four cars have remained in more or less
active service up to the present time, These are nos, 859, 861, 869 and 881,

The inroads of bus substitution will finally remove these four
survivors from the streets and they will in all protability be destroyed
along with others of the same family now in storage. Hence, we are atout to
see the final passing of the long wooden cars so familiar to Montreal for s0
many years,

A few words on the history of these interesting cars might be app-
ropriate at this time,

The design was distinctively "M,S.R,", Cars of this structural
pattern were never operated in any other city, The design followed almost
exactly that of the world's first "paywas-you-enter" car built by M.S.R,
in 1905 insofar as platform arrangement, doors and general appearance were
concerned, In fact, it was while building the first group of P.B,Y.E cars
in Hochelaga Shovs that one experimental car about 52 feet long was turned
out (No,940) which became the prototype of the 703 class,

Avparently impressed with the passenger carrying ability of No.
940, M.S.R. officials placed orders with outside builders for ninety car
bodies of similar pattern as follows:

Ottawa Car Mfg, Co, - 50 cars (703 - 801 odd numbers only)
Canadian Car & Foundry « 10 " (803 -~ 821 ™ n ")
The J,G, Brill Co., - 20 " (823 -~ 861 " " "y
Pressed Steel Car Co, -~ 10 " (863 . 881 " f "y

The first car to be placed in service was No., 705, on Christmas
Day 1906, Delivery from all builders followed continuously throughout -
the next year and a half, The last cars to go into service were nos, 783,
789 and 793 in August 1908, All were delivered unequipped, that is, body
and trucks only, Trucks for the Canadian built cars were supprlied by
Montreal Steel Works, and those for the U,S, ecars by J.G. Brill Co.
Controllers, air brakes and all auxiliary equipment was installed by M.S,R,

For those interested in numbering, these cars marked the end of the
former practice of numbering closed cars by even numbers and open cars by
odd numbers, In 1906, it was apparent that no more open cars would be
acquired, and as the even numbers had reached the mid-900's, it was decided
to go back and fill in the vacant odd numbers starting from the last open
car No,701, Hence, the 703 class had odd numbers only.

Numbers 703 to 861 were entirely of wooden construction with iron
bracing, The cars Built by Pressed Steel Car Co, (663 to 881) had steel
underframes and composite steel and wood bodies, which gave them a slightly
different appearance, The overall length of the steel cars was slightly

L



greater, being 52'6", as against 51'10" for the wooden cars. All had open
rear platforms 9 feet long and an unusvally generous body width of 8'921,
All in a2ll, these cars were the largest ever to be operated in city
service in Montreal,

With their M.S,R., light yellow paint, large red number plate in
front and gleaming brass railings on the rear platform, these cars presented
a handsome and imnressive anpearance on the streets of that day. They did
much to enhance the already high reputation of the Montreal Street Railway

Co. as a leader in street railway equipment and service. For a car of that
size, the 703's were singularly graceful in appearance, due to a happy
combination of tody dimensions, and to functional simplicity.

It might be said that these cars, with their high capacity, wide
entrance and rapid fare collection facilities, represented the ultimate
application of the P.A:Y,.E, principal as it wes originally conceived.

Nevertheless it cannot be said that they were entirely successful,
Although they were used on most of the main routes, it was soon apparent that
their length and width were excessive for Montreal's narrow street inter-
sections. Despite the fact that the bodies were offset on the trucks 2%
inches to the right, the trackwork at very many intersections did not permit
clearance for the rear swing of the 703 cars. Consequently, it was the
necessary rule at such places to wait, before teoking the curve, until cars
going in the opposite direction had passed, With the increasing tempo of
service and the shorter headways required for the growing passenger traffic,
such restrictions became troublesome, Furthermore, some difficulty was
experienced in supporting the long rear platforms,

Finelly in 1913-14, the rear platforms were shortencd by two feet,
and a2t the same time, straightened and stiffened, While this alteration
helped the clearance problem considerably, it did not entirely solve it.
The use of this class has always been somewhat restricted for that reason.
Track engineers have always been plagued with the problem of laying out
intersections to provide clearance for the 703's. It is significant to
note that the next group of cars purchased, the 901 series, were of con-
siderably smaller dimensions,

The first gep in the 703 series occurred after they had been in
service only about ten years. On November 6th 1917, no.835 suffered severe
damage in a derailment and collision at Notre Dame and Seigneurs Streets.
This car was never repaired. Iquipment and trucks were used for other pur-
poses and the body was scrapped in 1924, A somewhat similar fate tefell
No.813 on December 20th; 1926. (Scrapped 1928).

With the influx of new cars in the late 1920's the 703's were
largely relegated to rush hour service. 3By 1927, the only regular all-day
services assigned to 703's were St.Laurent route 77 (Craig Terminus - Drolet
loop) and Pie IX Blvd. where two of these cars were regularly employed.

Drastic curtailment of service in the depression years placed the
703's in virtual retirement. Through most of the 30's they were to Le seen
only during the Christmas rush season and on other special occasions.
In 1933, No.729 was scrapped and in 1935, No.823, In the following year,
1936, twenty-nine were scravped, and three more in 1939,






Fortunately, the remaining 55 cars were not destroyed. Thoy were
destined to play an important rccle in the drcma of wertimo trangportation
in Montreal, and to scc somec thirtecen more years of servico.

In 1940Q sharply rising passenger traffic due to wartime activity,
coupled with gasoleno rationing and other shortages to come, “rought the
remaining 703's into active service, Reconditionod, they provided & mogt
usoful rush hour unit of large capacity. Looking bacgk, it is difficull to
sec how the extremo situation of those days could have been met, had those
fifty-five large cars not bcen available,

In 1942, manually operated folding rear foors werc installed and
intorior Wulkhuad doors romoved, In 1943, the cross-svats wero turncd to
provide longitudinal scating throughout the full length of the cars, theroby
increasing the capacity. lso in 1943, the single panel front oxit door
was replaced ty a two penel folding door,

With the phenomcnal growth of the city in the post-war period,
tho remaining 703°s have beon retained in active rush hours sorvice unbtil
quite recently.

It is an interesting fact that these cars were always noted for
their deperdability, Becavse of their good construction, simplicity, and
rugged equipment. they had an excellont record of availability. 3IZven in
modern timesy; failurcs on the road were exceptionally rare,

Subgtantial ordors of buses and trolley buscs finally rolecascd
those cars from service, and in late 1949 ard carly 1950, twenty wcro
scrappod. In the latter half cf 1950, thirty-one were placed in sborage.
Strangely enoggh, it was the possibdle threat of anothcr world war that
saved this last group from immediate destruction, Now, however, the
arrival of additional buses and trolley buses and the need for space will
mean the final disposition of these 0ld cars, Hence the passing of the 703%s,
EDITOR'S NOTE; Memters living in the Montreal arca nre offered the

opportunity of inspecting the four remaining cars of this group,
or to take photographs or measurements of them, Mr, Binns nas
offered to makc necessary arrangements; he can be reached at PL. 4281,

ITTME OF INTERZTST

The Montreal Trensportation Commission
has adopted a new monogram or symbol, which is rapidly being apviied to
all passenger and service equipment. Taking the form of the letter VT
with an arrcw-sheped crossbar, sloped, within a circle formed Ly the name
of the Commission in Fronch and English, this intoresting dosign is
gymbolical of transit progress.

Progrcss is inevidence on the Canadian National's new Lynn Lake
line in northern Manitoba. It is reported thebt 55 miles have Teen cleared,
23 trestles completed, and 11 miles from Sherridon compieted. It is
expected that the end of the year will sce 90 miles graded and steel
laid for 54 miles.



LOCOMOTIVE KCTES:

Engines received racently by the Canadism National Railways were:

Class QBa 660 HP 8450 series up to 8461, (Montreal Loco Co.)

Class Q9a 1200 " GMIL 7000 series up to 7007.

Class WlAc A units 9428,9430,9432, 9434,

" W1Bb B " 9k29, 9431,9433,9435,

Ingine 2134, 2-8-C class M3b, was scrapped in December 1951.
The year 1951 dealt a blow to Canadian Pacific Railway steam motive power
in certain of the smeller series. The scrapping of certain units contrib-
uted to the complete obliteration of three subfclasses, that is, the
Déa. (h-6-0), T3a (0-6-U4T) and Via (0-8-0) classes. The four 4-6-0 type
engines of the QCR non-standard desisn (which were inherited when the QCR
was acquired) had dwindled to btut one unit, no.44, at the close of 1951,
Nos.42,43 and 45 had been scrapped during the year, The remaining example
of this class, no.44, is presently in freight service on the Dominion Atlan-
tic Railway, Under the heading of "the shape of things to come" it is -« osti
worthy of note that five engines of the Dig (L-6-0) class were dismantled
last year, leaving 57 engines, out of a one-time class of seventy six. of
the 57 eighteen were not in service in January,
Orders for a number of Diesel Zlectric. units are presently being filled and
when completed will bring the diesel locomotive complement to a total of
284 units, Orders presently being filled include the DFAlSe clags, nos
4058-4063 1500 HP GMD A units, also DFBL54 class, corresvonding B units,
The first unit of a series of three 1500 HP GMD road switchers, no.8409,
class DRS15¢, has been received.

Cenadian Pacific Railway hes commenced

retuilding five dining cars to restaurant cars., Cars now in Angus Shops for
this purpose include "Bramber" and"Bangor,

The Romaine River Railway commenced 1953 operations April lst,

Traffic on the Toronto Transportation Commission's lines dropped
considerably following the strike, with the result that service has been cut
in many parts of the city of Toronto, Certain suburban routes have felt the
axe most; some have been cut from ten to fifteen minute service, and others,
it is reported, will be made "rush hour only" at the end of the month.

The Toronto subway is between 85 and 90% complete south of 3loor, and track-
laying has been going on for several weeks. Steel suprlies have been guzr-
anteed for the rest of the line removing the last biz difficulty standing
in the way of planned operation before the end of next year.

The Grand River Railway a:d Leke 3Irie & YNorthern have teen relaying
several miles of track with new rail and new ties and ballast are in univ-
ersal evidence, Most of the cars are being, or have been, repainted, includ-
ing the wooden eouipment that sees only occasional service.

It is reported that Niagara, St.Catharines & Toronto Railway car
No.13C has been acquired by a group of 3uffalo (NY) railvay enthusiasts.



A diversion will be tuilt on the Newfoundland Railway, to
make room for the extonsion of Gander airport., The main trans-island
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miles to the nerth of the prescnt location. Stert will be made on tho rail-
way work as soon as the weather permits. )

In linc with many other city transit systems thnt have converted
to 100% bus operntion, thce Hamilton system as been grantod higher rotes,
now 10¢ cash,
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The request for commuter service on the CNR betweon Toronto —~

- Port Union and Scarboro has becn refused by the railwny. Township anl mun-
icipality of Highland Creck will ask the Board of Transport Commissioncrs
vo consider this request,

Vancouver®s CCF Civic Council is urging the Provincial Government
to takc over the British Columbia Elcctric Railway if the Company €annot
operate it on the high farecs now charged.

The Canadian National Railwnrys has invited competitive teonders
for 194 units of passenger cquipment, as follows:

L7 coaches

52 slceping cars (of various designs)

10 sleoping-dining cars.

5 buffet-parlour cars.

20 tourist cars,

20 dining carse

15 cafe-perlour cars.

5 parlour cars. Totel: 194 units,

(EDITOR'S NOTE: And why restrict it to Canndian and United States builders?
British and European products arc just as good and very probably cheaper.
Note the cxcellent example sot bty the Toronto Transportation Commission in
ordering cars in England, or the report of cquipment order for Mexico,

in last month's News Roport, This comment supported by —- not copied from -
Hnlifax "Mail-Star®, ) -

A major repair operntion is now being carried out on most of the

Montreal Transportation Commission's 1325 scrics cars, as they pnss through
the shop for overhaul, This involves replacement of the main longitudinal
member which forms the lower half of the car side. This structurnl member:
was originrlly formed of 4" stoel plate which has corroded to the cxtent
thnt it was consideored bost to replaco it, It is boing replaced with 3/16"
plate, This means rcnewal of the posts in practically every casos During
conversion, thc window bars will be left off the right hand sides

New subscriptions or comments should bc addrcssed to the Editorial Office of
tho Canadinn Railroad Historical Association, 6959 De 1'Epec Ave., Montreal,

0. S. A, LAVALIEE, Editor.
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