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!rnWS R2P0RT ~"q 

CAlTADIAn RAILROAD HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION mCORPORA'lSD 

NOTICE OF i!!lETnTG: 
The regula r l'Jonthly naetiIl6 of the Associ p.. t1on Hill be 

held at Associated Screen News, 1330 Sherbrooke Street i'Te st , a t 8 PM on "'ed·· 
nesday, Novenbe r 12th, 1952. Rost for t he evening ",ill be our Publicity 
Director, Hr. J . Homan Lowe , \"tho has a. selection of his usually excellent 
noving pictures listed on the bill of entertainnent. 

ASSOCIATION I_S: 
EXCURSION NO . 11 - BY RAIL TO l!UllERDEAU - OCTCB3R 5TH 

On Sunday, October 5th, the Associa tion held its second Fall Fol i age 
Trip to the Laurentian Mountnins . The trip also nnrked a oilestone in the 
Tr ip Connittee ' s history by reason of the fAct that the Association opera ted 
its first special train hauled ~ a stean locoDotive. More than 140 nenbe rs 
and guests were carried over the scenic 16o-rnile round trip journoy~ in a 
three-car train headed by engine 5292 which had been specially cloaned and 
p6lished for the occasion. The rolling stock was steel equipoent, not usually 
scen on the Laurentian. railway rons due to weight restrictions" 

The train left Montreal ' s Central Station of the Canadian Nationnl 
Railways prooptly at 9125 AU and left the city by woy of Turcot Yard~ Ville 
St . Pierre, Ballantyne, past Canad ian Pacific Railway's St.Luc hunp yard 
through Ville St . Laurent to the junction ... rith the Mount Royal subdivision a t 
Eastern Jct . After pes senger stops a.t Va l Royal, Bigras Island and St DDu.&
t a che. the train arr ived at St.Jerone , where a t en-ninute stop wa~ scheduled 
for photog raphs and to enable the participants to enjoy the exceptional autunn 
hues of the foliage on the rolling hills. Once again \V'e were fortunate, a s in 
1950, \V'ith the fact that the "rigbtU SUnday was ohosen to visit the 1aurentians 
and the colours of tho~ees were ftreathtaklng to ~ehold, ns nnny photog raphs 
tnken on the trip will attest . Several stops were scheduled for 1,.h1.3 purpose 
and the canera enthusiasts took :f'ull advantage of tho scenic places ut Montfort , 
Lf'.c St.Franco1s Xnvie r (at Newaygo) and Sixteen Isla nd. 

Arrival at Ruborrteeu on schedule enabled tho se who so desired~ r.lore 
than two hours in which to expl ore the neighbouring countryside and the benut
iful valley of the Rivie re Rouge. as well ns to visit the r olis i ous shrino on 
n hill overlooking tho mmxlta in co~~ity, where a heroic sca l a r eplica of tho 
Crucifixion has beon erected by the townsfolk. 

The tra in loft Huberdcnu at about 3: 15 PM and a rrival in Montroal was 
nade about 7 : )OPM. (nee ng:a ln. the Associa tion's Trip COT:lJJittee r.mst acknO'.fooo 
ledge the excellent cooper ation offored by the Pnssonger nod Opora ting DopE'.rt
r.l(mts of tho Canadian }:.n tional Rnilways i n pl anning tho trip nod cnrrying it 
through to n succossM. conclusion. Representing the CIlR on our tl'ip were 
Mossr~. J . T. Moore , Dl.atrict P~ssongcr Agent, Mr . T.e.Collinson, t·lasto r tl.O Cfu'Ul
ic, and J.A. Nobort • ..llisistnnt SUperintendent of tho St . Jcrono Division. 

EARLY RAILIIAYS OF 'rrlE ·! ASTE!lN TOlmSHIPS - VII Robert R. Brown 

SAI NT FIV,jiCIS & >!jXlANTIC r llT".AUIAT IONAL RAI LIIAY 

Even when tho I :!:terco~ ·~oninl Railway Ha.S under CO:lstruction in tho l a.te Sixties, 
it wa s r eali zed thnt it \·rould folIo", a lOnt; circuitous r outo , nnd np.ny Cnnad
i ans dreaned of a "sh:>rt line" through northern !·L. .... i ne to Saint John . n . B. 
I n 1870, the St . Franoit; & l'!egnntlc Int e r nnt loOc"l1 &""l. l!\',f'_y "-JaS ch~rtercd to "build 
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from Sherbfooke to a point on the international boundary of I.faJ.ns1 Ifhere H 

would oonneot with the European & North American Railroad at ~~tt~,amkeug. 

Construction started in 1872 and the line was completed from Lennoxvl:'.1.-e 

to Megantic on July 1st 1875~ The extenaion to the boundary was built in l679 

but nothing further was done until the road was acquired 'by th~ Ce.nadlan Pa~lfl.c 

RaU",S¥ on November 2nd, 1886, The through service from 140ntreal to Saint John 

by this route started on June 2nd, 1889. 

The name was shortened to International Railway in 1877 but for yeara 

:i. t was known as the n Short Line". 

LOOOMOT IVES: 

1 ST. FRANOIS 4-4-0 16x24" 62" 1876 Baldwin 3976 

Became C,P,R. 11160 Scrapped 1902. 

2 ~GA1l'TIC 4-4-0 16x24" 62" 1875 Portland )26 

Became C.P.R. 1/162 Scrapped 1698. 

J TIGER 4-4-0 16x241t 62" 1882 Ki::lgl:lton 

Became O.P.R. 1116J Scra.pped 1898~ 

- 0-0-0--0- 0-0-0- c>-0-0-0-0- 0-0-0-0-0-0-0- 0-0-0-0-0-0-- 0-0--0- 0-- 0'- 0--0-0-0-0-0- 00- 0--0-0- ;r. 

~roblem in "WHISTLE-OLOGyll 
Let us assume that Bound travels F.Lt i,be rate 

of 1,000 feet per second. ( . t Consequently., if a loc i::lm~tive blo,.,s ite whhr\.. J.e when 

5, 000 feet from a station the sound will not be heard at the staUcn until !'ive 

seconds later. Now let us furthe r assume that the train is apprf)e.chir.g the 

station at a constant speed of .5 , 000 feet per minute and that the 'fihi s tJ.a 9"tarts 

to bloW' when the train is .5 , 000 feet from the station and con"'.; ::" n'llO f; .~ C' ':l10w 

until it arrives at the station. Thus , the whistle blew fClr I)':' " c,!lmd.!3 bu .. "!; 

a person stand.ing at the station would hear the sound for on:i.y 55 f1S,'!tud31 

Where did the missing five seconds go to ? 

In the same way~ if a train was going away from the station at the B~& spaed 

and the wh::'stle Hew for a distance of .5,000 feet which W'o~~d : e 60 B(>C~::l:is, a 

person standing at the station wo~d hear the sound for 65 second~ ~ ~ne~e would 

the extra five seconds come from? 

-o-o-c;....o-o-o-o-o-o-c;....o-o-cro-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o--o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o--o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o

ITEMS OF INT!-4!il--E'R: 
Canadian National Railways has now recei.ve1 GFlneral 

Motors diesel- electric A units, 1500 h.p, up to 9102 (even munoe:t"s ol1ly). 

These units are r-eing traneferred to the Western Region. 100()"'h"p. switcher 

units 8018-8021 have also been received from Montreal Locomotive Ccmpeny. 

Fairbank&-Morse design road switchers bunt by the Canadian Loco:notl· ... o Cota:'?any, 

nos" 7618, 7619 "Wer~ r eceived last woek of Augustr and engines 7620,7621 .... u the 

nr~t "reek of Septem"ber. These engines were sent to Manitoba fo r US -3 0::1 the 

Ly:m r,ake line afte r a s...l'],c:d breakin period in the Montreal area~ T:l~Y are 

speoisl1y aquipp3d for cold weather with insulated fuel 1ines~ extra hsui"sl's. etc. 

!t is reported tllll.t ONE engine 1112, 4-~ o type, has lIeen sold to the ~';}I;jC~ 

~Torth Shore & Labrador Railway, and is being converted to oil-burdng p"!'ior to 

its sale~ at the National system's Ilointe St. Charles shops. 

Delivery of diesel-electric locomotives for Brazil from Montreal Locomotive Com

pany started in Septem\er. 

It is reported that the first car has travelled through over tho Pacific Great 

Eastern RRi1way from ~esnel to Prince George, on September 11th. It was not 
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pulled all the way by a single locomotive , but was p'.1shCi.j over az '.l;.J. \,o<pJ..d'if.:a. 
bridge from one end, and retrieved by an engine stationed at the other wisG. 
Tentative first through train was schedul ed for October 15th. 

On October 26th. 1952, the Montreal Transportation Commission replaced streetcars 
on St.Lawrence Elvd. by autobussea. This oil iterated trolley routes 55 and ?7, 
ST.LAURENT, as well as route 52 MOUNT ROYAL-ATWATER, Route 9, RACHEL--WnIDSOR, 
was cut back at St .L8Wrence and Rachel, and now operates with double-end car s 
between St.Lawrence and Ibervl1le, along R4chel., This bus substitution bas enabled 
OTM to re tiro 45 street cars, in the 901 and 1200 series, as well as the last four 
units of the 70) class, cars 8.59. 861, 869 and 881, The r etirement of the 1at·tel" 
cars marks the ond of an era in Montreal'e rail transportation history. They were 
the final units to be seen in the streets with the traditional "ielt lt rail, and 
were among the longest units in use on the system. Cars 859 and 861 were of 
wooden construction, while nos. 869 and 881 were of steel in the lO\>/sr part of the 
body, They were among the fi r st steel city ears to be used on the continent . 
Numbers of the cars released from service will be published in next months Hews 
Report along with a resume of the cars remaining in service. Many of the 901 
and 1200 series car s are retired subj ect to reuse if other cars of the same 
seriee are dam~ed beyond r epair in accidents. 

On October 25th, 1952 the officers of the Cornwall Electric Railway Society Toted 
to scr ap the Society1s street car, no.29. This decision was reached after an 
examination revealed the car required extensive repairs which the Society was not 
p repar ed to undertake, Accordingly, the car was returned to the Cornwall Street 
Railway, with a request that it be scrapped. While the car was of no particular 
historic significance , it was preserved, through the efforts of interested persons 
when Cornwall lost its city trolley service in the ~mer of 194ge O~ficials of 
the Cornwall Street Railway, Light & Power Company aided the gr~up in restoring 
the car, and it was used on many enjoyabl e trips over the rflms '1.i:1n,g Lflight linea 
of the CSR. The car has been built by the St,Louis Car Co:,'p9n~i tr. 19: i: for the 
North Texas Traction Compe.ny at Fort Worth, and was purchaacci f • .'cn thtJ la·~ter Com
~ by tha Co:::-nwa,11 system in 1938, along with t hree other siiD~lar ~d.). ' j:; , nOG, 
30 to 32. ~e ot":ler cars were scrapped in 1949. At tho suggei:lt iuT._ .) t M.!'. C. I . 
:Bacon, Manager Clf the Cornwall. Street Railway, Light & POW91' '}oo and. [!f>!D~'}r of 
the Society, the group was not disbanded but will continue to ~~!Da:t ~~ dn org~ 
izat!.on de-.ot ·)rt tf) the preservation of electric rallwQ¥ history i:1 0.9.D£d~ and 
tripa wiJl be had ever the l ine from t ime to time. 

" 
It is reported t.h3.t the Toronto, Ramllton &, :BuffeJ.o Railway has appliod a n'i3W 
paint acham6 t~ i ts box cars. This consists of yel low sides, en~ bL~ck er~a, 
r coi. dC'ors a:ld 'mder body details. 

~e Alg ODl3 Centra.'_ & Hudson Bay Railway has now joined the ranks of Canada I s 
all ... d1 J3el- €ler. t.r :"c railways. 

Ccmp~y:b.g vttlJ. \;11e recent order of the :Board of Transport Commhs~.oner <l requiring 
e:;.,:'.rtc <md ,U~ ;:;111- a1ectric ~ocomotives to be equipped with tr.e r.bW cUesrool 
~~u'l:!ing dugi r'!" o "T~.:tch is said to emulate the sound of a steam loc(,)!IIo~ive ,",!J,'l.stlo , 
~ t.e 1e.:. tonal sys tom will remove the very distinctive whistlel'\ from He ZIti, m.d 
Z4a elect r ic 8I;.gines operating in the Hontreal zone. The Zla class were or!.gLlally 
IJanndia.'l UOl-ther!l. engines built when the Mount Royal Tunnel was opened, while the 
~L~ class ,-iere acquired from the Montreal Harbour Commission. Each class had its 
cwn familiar whistle , which Montreal's residents on the northern slope of Mount 
Royal have come to recognize. in the many years these engines have been in U Ae . 



TRANSPORTATION IN A PRE-CONFJ!llJE'iP.ATICN Ci,.]; .. \ l.IA 

-Omer S.A. Lavallee 
Among the most treasured items in the author's collection of railway books, 
which includes many statistical and reference books, 1 s a copy of a compilation 
known as "Board of Railway Commissioners of Canada - Report of Samuel Keefer, liIsq~ : 
Inspector of Railw~ for the years 1859 and 1860 11 Otherwise known simply as the 
"Keefer Report" among railway historians, this interesting and invaluable book 
was published, as its flyleaf shows, at the IILeader and Patriot Establishment, 
68 Xing: Street East, Toronto, 1861 11 , 

The author of the work, Samuel Keefer, along with the Hon B.S. Ki11aly, both 
Inspectors of Railways under the Han. Alexander T. Galt, Mini ster of Finance and 
Chai~an of the Boar~ of Railway Commissioners of the Province of Canada, included 
an analysis, embracing both the physical and financial aspects, of every railway 
operating in the Province of Canada in the years 1859 and 1860. Discovery of this 
report some years ago, answered many problems which railway historians haG brought 
to lLght in preceding yoars of research. and it eventually proved to )e the 
nRosetta Stone" on early Canadian railways in the obscure and reoord-less 
period between the birth of rail transportation on a practical scale in 1836 until 
the pre-Confederation years. 

I t is the author's intention to bring forth a few of the more interesting items 
appearing in the 205-page r eport , which it is hoped will be of interest to all 
students of transportation in Canadats formative years. 

In his opening remarks, Mr.Keefer gives a number of reports on the mileage of 
railways in Canada, accidents, fiscal and statistical returns, but report no. 
VIII. entitled HLocomotive Engines and Rollings Stock" which is of exceptional 
interest, follows: (Grammar and Spelling are original) 
VIII- LOCOMOTIVE ENGINES AND ROLLING STOCK 1. Locomotive Engines. 
n The Official Returns of the several Companies, giving the number~ description 

and general condition of the Locomotive Engines employed by themr uu~ing the 
past two years 1 together with the number of miles run by them up to the end.· 
of each yearQ cannot fail to be of special interest to the Uecha.t'.i0M 3lngineers, 
and to the Railway Managers generally, and therefore their publication is 
continued. They will be found in the Appendix No. 6J to 99 inclusive~ 

Abstracts of these Returns have been prepared, from which we learn, (See 
Appendix No o 62; ) that a.t the end of the year 1859, th(lre were 384 IJocomotive 
Engines cn all the railway, 54 of which were made in Canada , 221 in the United 
States and 109 in Great Britain. The relative performances of these Engines, 
since the time they wero placed in service, may readily be ascertnined by 
reference to t~ese re turns. At the end of the year 1860, there were J94 
Engines on all the Raih:ays, 266 of which were reported in good order, 56 
requiring sl~ght repairs and 72 requiring heavy r epairs, 

As regards their place of manufacture, 57 were built in Canada, 229 in the 
United States and 109 in Great Britain. It may here be remarked, ~hat the 
oldest Engine in Canada, is the DORCHESTER, now in the service of the St. 
Lawrence & Industry Railway, where it ran 4}Joo miles last year. I t is a 10 
Ton Engine , 10 inch cylinders, inside connections. One pair 4 feet drivers, 
built by George Stephenson & Son, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. It was put 1n use in 
184.9 (Author l s note: -on the Industry Railway; 18)6 on the Chnrnpla in and 



>aint Lawrence by whom it was ~old in 1849), and baa run altogether 66,000 miles and 
tQ still serviceabl e. (Author's notol Its ~crviccability ondod in 1864 whon it ~

.) 1")d a bailor oxplosion at St.ThomA.s. noar Jo11otte). 

rMo mast work has boon porfommod by tho ·Portland Engino, No.loB, of the Grand Trunk 
t{. ..... ilwS¥; put in servico, JR.IlUary, 1851. It has run sinco that timo to the ond of 
tJbo, 193,635 mil es; end in 1860, 25,438 milos. and 1s reported still in good ordor. 
'UjC weight of this Engino and Tendor, with wood and water, is 42.8 Tons. 

2. Rolling Stock 

A~cording to Abstrncts No~ 62 and 81, of tho Official Returns of Rolling Stock in 
u~o on all Roads at tho closo ef oach of tho past two yea rs, it apponrs that thoro 
' .... re in 

ill2 1860 
1st Clo.ss Pa.ssenger Cnrs. 16 wheels • • • 1 , , 12 vhoels 26 25 • • 

" " 8 wheels 208 223 • • • • • 
" " 4 wheels. 1 1 · • • • 

2nd Olass Passengor and Emigration Cars, 8 wheels • 121 119 

" n " 4 who~la 4 3 • 
Baggage, Mnil and Express, 12 wheols • 13 12 

" n 8 wheals 106 104 • • • n " 4 whoals 2 2 • • • 
Box, Freight and Cattle, 8 wheels • • • 2703 3180 

" n 4 wheels 104 101 • • • • 
Conductors Ca r s, 8 whools • • • • • • • 33 40 
P1atfo~ Car s, 12 wheels • • • • • 4 ) 1868 h 8 wheels • 1786 ) 
GrA.~.n C".r R • • • . . • • • • 50 
B o!' l ' i ,3(1T9. i.:cr Cnrs • . • . • 1 
G:r~v~l COl.rc, 8 wheels • 100 90 

" "" '"heols • 294 3CJ • • • • 
Timbo!' Cn:'s, 15 whools 

, 
• • • 0 

" 4 wheols co 6 • • • • 
Spar Trucks, 4 \1hools • • • • • 25 16 
Ha;,:6. C1l.rs " . . . . • • • • • 89 121 
Sn"" P) cuehs, l nr go sizo • • • 42 35 

Qjl.Ob.:'l c. 16th Septe!:lbor. 1861. • -- .. ----
Co~tU!D· itom, in t ho forogoing list will catch tho oye of tho rolling stock expert , 
a;1C 07 way of G:q>l anatton, it might be noted that the 16-'Whe~led 1st Clnss Passenger 
;'; ." '.1' w<.!.s CPl'"ned. by the Grand. Trunk. and woighed 32.000 poW'lds. The l6--wheeled Timbor 
c ').:c.'S ·:/W .. ":Go~'moe. by tho Gteat Wostern and weighed )8,000 pounds~ each. .; ~ Tho si ngle 
R'Jfrlg0ti1.tor car was tho property of the Northern RailwllJ'". and woighod but ~9p500 l ba" 
rr. ,'.~ .fo-+u·· .. • .. whlJolod t first-class, eecon.d.~class and bagg8€o cars woro all the prop~rty 
:J"i the S";"Lnwrenco & Industry Vil1.nge Rall'1~ and had beon purchaeod from the 
OhaDplnin & St,Lawrcnco with tho ongine Dorchester in 1849. Thoy wore the original 
cnrs on Canada's first stoam-operatod railway. 

An intorostine Rnd historic document i s Mr.Koofer's roport on tho tost appliod to tho 
Victoria Eridge, listod 1n the Report ae "Appondix No. 1" I 
It was addressod to J.G.Vanalttnrt,Esq., Secrotary of tho Board, Toronto, C.V. 
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~rockvi11G. Docomber 19, 1859 . 
Sir. - I hnVG tho honor to report, thnt i n complin..'lce \"ith the instructions from the 
~onorablo the Receivor General , act i ng Chai~ of the Boord of Railway Commissionors~ 
conveyed to mo in your l ettor of the 14th instant, I loft Quobec on the 15th, and nadu 
~y exami nation of the Victoria Bridge on the 16th, and of tho branch l oading to i t f r oe 
tho mai n lino at Charon Sta tion, on the 17th instnnt, and f i ndi ng both Bridge end Br~~~~ 
porfectly safe fo r public use, the new line ac ross the Bri dge was th i s day opened for 
public traffic. 
i'he test appli ed to the tubes of the Victoria ~ridge , consisted of a train of 18 platfc 7ll 
cars, l oaded with stonos as heavily as they would benr, and drawn by two Locomotive 
F'ngi nes ooupled. This train was long enough to roach ovor two spans at one time~ and .. : , " 
weighed, as nearly as could be ascertained, without platform sfa1es to weight the csts p 

about one ton to tho linoal foot. In passing this tra in ove r the bridge, a load of 242 
tons was l aid on euch of the side spans, and 330 tons upon the central span. 
The side tubes be ing in pairs reaching from the abutment to the second pier, from the 
second to the fourth, and so on;- they were submitted to n diffetent test from the cen
tral one. The load. or forward part of the train, was brought upon the first half, then 
the who l e train cover ed the whole tube, and lastly, tho rear part of the train rested on 
the second half, and tho effect noted each time , both at the middl e of each half, and 
at points mi dway botween tho middle and tho boarings , maki ng six obsorvetions upon the 
tube each time of marki ng. 
The tubes covering the 14th and 15th spans boi ng yet unfiniShed and unconnected over the 
14th pior, were , of course, on this occasi on treated like the central one as indepen
dent tubes~ A remarkable uniformity was observed i n the effect of thi s loed upon all 
the s i de tubes that were compl eted. When both halves of the tube were loaded, the 
defl oct ion in each span was f i ve e i ghths of an inch, but when it r ested on ono half 
only, that half sunk thr ee quar ters to seven oighths of an i nch. The central and sep.
ar ate tubes deflected one inch and n quarter undor a l oad of a ton to the foot. 
W;Pon the train was sont over at speed, the observod defloctions did not exceed those 
just stat od mo re than the ei ghth part of en inch, And i n al l casos when the load was 
removod, tho tubas returned immediatel~ to their former position, thus proving i n the 
most satisfactory manner, that they were ent irely unaffected by the passing of a load 
which was dO'\101(l that of the heaviest freight tra in t hat will ever cross the :Bridge . 
It may be here reu",arl:ed that the tubes of this :Bridge were desi gned to suetuin pr nctic
ally, a 1 0i'd of ono ton per lineal foot t throughout their l ength, in adcJ .tion to their 
OW:l weight; ll:;.de::.' which load, the horizontal strain was not to excoed five tons of ~6n
f.'1.on til the sqUaTO inch on the bottom, or five t ons of compression to the squar e inch on 
t hJ top. Tho tcs'~ load. applied was e.s ncar tho intended lond as it woll couid be. 
Tho ll o tubas prosont tho finest specimen of Engineering skill and ~,orkmo.nship to be soon 
!.n : . .ny pa.:..'t of the world, and the public may have entir e confidence i n their strength 
!J.1l1. dur"lbnity~ 
~t~ propar~tions fo r test i ng the tubes i n the manner befor e describod~ had been made 
by ~he Contractor s Agent . Mr.Hodge a, at t ho instanco of Mossrs.J. D~Bruce and B.P~ Stoc~
r.M .. F!lgl~ocrs from tho late Robert Stephonson's offico i n London, who had becn se~t o-;.t 
frolll Engl.:md to oxamine nod r epert on tho ~ridgo . Tho testing was commenced by tbom J:.i. 

tr.') lj'!ih in6tant ~ accolIlpEUliod by Mr.A. H.Ross (tbo Engineor in charge) and by Mr.Ja.:nOE 
licdgl"s, a..'ld was completed i n oy presence on tho 16th i nstant. In reporting my enti:.:o 
s&~1sfaction with the test applied and the ~ficiency of the tubes" I desi re ut tts 
same t i me to expresa my adcirnt!on of the si mplicity and accurney of the means adopted 
fo r observing the effec t of these weights upon the Bridge, and of that perfection of 
wor~n8hip i n the tubes themselves, which are thus made to shew so elight n deflection 
under such heavy l oads. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, Your obedient servant, SAMUEL XEEFER, 
I nspector of Railways. 

_o-o_o-o-o-o-o-o-o_o-o-~o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o---o-o-o--o-~o-Q-~0-6-O-o--o-0.-0-O-c-o-Q,-o-~ 

Editorial Address: 6959 Dc l'Epee Avenue, Montreal. O.S.A. Lava llee, Editor. 


