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CANADTAN RAILROAD HISTORICAL ASSU FATIOH IN

. ! The February meeting of the Association

b NOTICE OF MEETING e held in room 920, lraQSporLatlod Buiiein=,

S e R 1ig Street West, at 8:00 PM, Wedneodav
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ASSOCIATION NEWS Annual Meeting of the Association, which took
pl=ce on Wednesday January 13th, the 1953
officers were unanimously re-elected, in the
absence of contesting nominations. Some changes in coumltfees were
made, resulting from withdrawals from committee posts At his request,
Mr. Lowe was relieved of his post as Chairman of the Programme and
Puplicity Committee, while the move made by Mr., Forster A. Kemp from
Montreal to Chapleau, Unt. in connection with his duties with the
Canadian PiuLflC itailway, forced him to reliamguish his post as Super=-
intendent of Rolling Stock.

L As a result of the elections held at the

The officers and committee chairmen of the Association are:

Fonorury President, Drs: Vactorn Morin, 'F, R85, €4
Vice Presidents, A. Duperron, Chairman, lMontreal Transportation

Commission. ‘
Chas. E. Fisher, President, Lailway & Locomo-
tive ulbePlC&l Society.
Donald Gordon, President, Can, Nat. Rys.,
E.G. Hooper, President, National Railway
listorical Society.
W.A. Mather, President, Can. Pac. Ry.
Honorary Legal Counsel, Leonard A. Jeton.

President, Omer S.A. Lavallee,

Vice President, Kenneth P. Chivers,

Treasurer, Anthony Clegg,

aecrctary Lorne C. Pewry 310 Victoria Ave., St.Lambert,
Advisory Directorate, Richard M. B_nns,

Eobert R. Brown,
Ernest L. Modler,
Sanborn S. ‘forthen.

Chairman, Programme Committee: Sanborn S. Worthen,
i Mcmberah*p, i - Valter F.G. Doran.
i Bdltonigl” M : Cmer S.4. Lavallee

Superintendent of RKolling Stock: Kenneth F. Chivers

Custodian: Sanborn S. Vorthen,

FOTICE: This is the last News Report to bz sent to members of assoc-
iates delinguent in their dues or subscriptions. Subscribers should
remit to the ikditorial Committee promptly; members should pay their |
daues to the Treasurer at the February lleeting. E




Mr. J. Norman Lowe has requested us to announce that he
extends a cordial invitation to the members of the society
to be his guest on the evening of Wednesday, March 3rd,
1954 when he will give a programme of moving pictures
lasting approximately half an hour, in room 292, Windsor
Station. Those desiring to attend are rcauested t0 advise
Mr. Lowe by telephone at PL.2211, Local 2229.

000000000000

i e RS R T At the south end of
' CANADIAN LOCOMOTIVE BUILDERS - Part III Barrington Street, bet-
Montgomery Iron Works, Halifax, NS ween Inglis Street and

! ~ ~ Yy
: lg72 = > the railway tracks, there
i 4 i : is a small solidly=-built
! by Robert R. Brown stone building bearing

the name of a long-defur:c:
cistillery; it was in this building that William Montgomery operated
o swall machine shop, around 1870. The Intercolonial Lailway was under
construction and, although Montgomery knew nothing about building
locomotives, he was given a contract to build ten engines like those
built by Dubs & Co., of Glasgow.

The plans were drawn and the work supervised by Emil Vossnach, a
civil and mechanical engineer from Remscheid, Germany, who had recent-
1y come to Halifax. The Montgomery engines were powerful and effic-
ient but they had a number of defects which led to disputes with the
railway. The leading trucks had heavy outside frames and in winter
time they gathered more than their fair share of snow; the cylinder
castings, having been made thicker than usual, projected t o much
and could not clear the station platforms. Besides this, there was
an error of 3/16" in the lay-out of the running gear, and when after
being in service for a few months, the parts began to wear and loosen
a bit, the front cylinder heads were knocked out. They were all of
the L4-4-0 type, with 16x22" cylinders and 60" drivers.

The first one, no.56, was completed in Sept-.mber 1872 and its
delivery to the railway at Richmond caused quite a commotion, It was
put on the track of the street railway, which apparently was broad
gauge (5'6") as was the Nova Scotia section of the Intercolonial Rail-
way at that time, and it was hauled by horses or oxen via Pleasant,
Morris, Hollis, George, Granville and Water sStreets and Campbell Road
to the railway terminus at Richmond.

Considerable difficulty must have been experienced in negotiating
some of the sharp curves. This movement disrupted the normal hcavy
traffic on the streets too much and subsequent deliveries were made on
teaporary short lengths of rails via Pleasant and Morris Streets,
Uresden Row, Sackville, Brunswick and North streets and Campbell Road
to the railway. No.57 was delivered in February, 1873; no.58 in March
and no. 59 in October but by that time the railway was complaining
bitterly about the defeccts in the engines so Montgomery went into
liquidation and abandoned the contract. At the time, he had in his
shop six more engines, two of them almost finished and the other four
in various stages of advancement.

These six partly-built engines were taken by the railway to its
own shops at Richmond where they were completed in 1875 as standard
gauge cngines.



Tlie locomotive records of the Intercolonial Railway were
destroyad by fire about 1876 but the roster of llontgomery engines
can be reconstructed with a reasonable degree of accuracy:

ICR Nos. Dispcsal Notes
No.56 reno. 75 30ld 1880 to Toronto Gley & ?Juce Ry. #29 1
" 57 it 76 it 1820 i 30 1
ot R 7 w. 1580 to P. Mitchell 2
" o5g W 78 i 1380 it o
79 " 831 to St. Martins Railway 3
80 it 188L to New Brunswick & Prince
: Edward Island Railway L
381 " 1888 to J.H. Beatty 5
82 ke 1888 L 5
83 i1 lgj@\_ i 5
8L " 1881 to P. Mitchell 2 and 6
Notes:

1. Nos.75 and 76 which went to the TG&B as nos.29 and 30
became in 188L, Canadian Pa acific ﬁy nos. 157 and 158
and were scrapped, respectively, in 1895 and 1890.

2. P. Mitchell was Hon. Peter Mitchell, former Postmaster
General, wino was interested in Tallw,YQ. Nos.77 and 78
were sold by him in 1880 to the Canada Central Ry. as
ncs. 22 and 23. In 1881, they became Canadian Pacific
Ry. nos. 222 and 223. Bouh scrapped in 1895.

3. No. 79 became St.Martins Ry. No.l. Scrapped in 1910.

4, No. 80 became No. 1 of the N.B.& P.E.I.Ry. (Sackville

to Cape Tormentine). Scrapped in 1914.

o Be:tty was a hardware merchant in Moncton and was
one of the owners of the Record Foundry. Presumably
nos. &1, 82 and 83 were bought for scrap.

6. Hon, P. Mitchell was one of the promoters of the Albert
Railwa (unL*gbur] to Albert, NB) and No.&,4 is believed
to have been No.l on that road. Scrapped in 1890,
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It is estimated that 362 persons
CPPT”” AS HOIL TpAY PERICD MARRED lost their lives ian four bad
BY I"OuR BAD TRAIN WRECKS train wrecks which occurrsd in
N e widely qcrarat(iparts of the

vorld. Two of the disasters,
in New Zeesland and Czechoslovaekia, were among the worst in history.
Ten train crew members were killed in freight train accidents in
Peru and in Pakistan, Fragmentary reports slipping through the
Iron Curtain from Cacochoslomakia “ndlciuuﬁ tha*t 186 persons were
killed when an express train, running from Bratislava to Prague
collided with enother pessenger train near Sakvice.

The other major disaster was in New Zealand where an estimated
106 persons died when a train plunged into the flooded Vangehru River,
whose waters, originated by a volcanic disturbance, weakened a rail-
way bridge. Hav1ng tried without success to stop the speeding train,
two motorlsts watched helplessly as the train hurtled .into the- river.

-~



| o On Sunday, Decem- | 13th. The tender was reccvered
» ENGINE GO&S ber 13th, 1953, on the 17th, and the locomotive
| FOR A SWIil | CNR engine #8416, lifted out by 6:30 PM on the
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was out on Pier | c

34 at the Halifax Ocean Terminal | #
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wa s
=25
v
el
| 50
when tae ell;r rine crew discoverad e

that the pier was beginning to

settie under the weight of the It is believed that consid-
engine., Thevy jumped, and none | erable damage has been done to
£too soon; seconds T“*“r, No.28416 | the boiler due to the sudden
plongec inre the waters of the temperature change when the loc-
harbour, which has a2 depth of | omotive was immersed, and also
zhout 30 feel at that POk Thiedli e tno action of the salt water
erigine crew escapet suaden and | over the five-day period that it
icy cdeath by Jjumping, only one P“m&lﬁtd in the water before be-
of the men being injured slignht- | ing recovered. i wilis probubl“
17 The engine went into the :that the engine will be scrapped.
harbour at about 3:30 PM on the -G.W,Parks

[ On January 20th, Canadian National Rail-
| MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS ways introduced its first Budd-built RDC
1 car to service on the 100-mile run bet-
ween Fredericton and Newcastle, N.B.
The car is numbered D-100, and the sides and roof are finished in
stairless steel. Car ends are green, with -a yellow "V shaped
stripe. Ip the "V" is the CNR's new monogram, of a black rectangle
bearing the yo;¢cw letters '"Canadian Nationai™, oupprlmoosed on a
red_me piﬁ leai. The whole is enclosed in a yellow circle with black
falellds The words "lanadian Naticnal" on the side of D-100, which
is a Budd modei HDC-3, are in black. At the present time, the car
‘makes one round trip a day.

It is revorted that the New York Central's Windsor-Letroit Tunnel
under the St.Clsir River was totally dieselized as of 8:00 AM,
December 2%th, 1953.

A new CNR bridgse over the Grand River at Caledonia, Ont., on the
Hamilton-Por: :iowan line, was opened on December 5th, when CNR engine
85, a 2-6-0 pulled the first mixed train across the bridge. Costing
$400,000, the ten-spsn structure was built to permit the use of

modern heavy diesel locomotives on this line.

“FP completed a new 4% mile switching line from the
SN Gl Soueh Bdlnonson,

In Neovembe
Camrose &1

As an addstio ur note apvout rail accidents in the Christmas
seawon, i s reporsed that &6C persons i

enger train and an oil train aoout

Ta wvi2isin

e

) tvere k8lled and 50 injured
3 DASS it

chi, Fakistan, on Januar)

in a trait wreck betweel
s %

70 miles

The Ottawa: Journal reported that the orgqn'zatlr of a terminal

company is under consiceration to operate all CER and CNR -lines

in the Federal District, as part of the capital's improvement plan.
It is expected that the Canso Causeway, being built to link Care
Breton with mainland Nova Scotia will be completed by August, well
ahead of schedule.
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| THE ALONZO DIXON 1TONUMENT In Montreal's lMount Roval Cemsiety
i can be found an interesting rcl.'.c
: by Omer S.A. Lavallee | of the days when the railways were
[ &, young, Choosing a rail cereer, Lk
"~ young man of ninety years ago aut
matically selected for himself one of the most dangerous occupa®ions
ia an otherwise quiet and easygoing age. Teaching safety to empici-
223 was a technique still largely for the future generations to
deTelop, and thare are many instances involving loss of life in &
violent manner, which punctuate the history of the railway in Camoea
Some of them, such a3 the Beloeil Bridge disaster, the Desjardins
Ganal incident and cthers are tales which have been told and retoid;
i (&3
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flonzo Dixon, = 29-vear old engineman in the service of the
Jrand Truak Bailwey of Canada, who met an untimely death when his
gig.ng overtu &t Windsor Mills, near Richmond, Que. in 1866,
ba clossified among the latter. The incident itself might have
losi, emong the more gory narratives of the railwaya' carnivorouv.s
yaurs, but for the monument, surmounted by a locomotive in bas-relier
1:ich was bought bty the contributions of his fellow GTR employees,

L%

1,

and erected to his memory.

Abou% twenty years ago, one of the Association's charter members
wvas walking in the cemetery, looking for early tombstones, an occup-
ation ars which the uninitiated might look askance, but a nonetheless
fascinating one, as followers of the pastime will testify. His pro-
gress was temprrarily arrested when he fell, tripped by one of the
old s=tones which had been allowed to fall to the ground. Curious to
examiie the nature of the impediment, he pushed the grass aside with
his font, and as he afterwards described it, thought that his rail
historical resesrches were getting the better of him, to the exten
that he was naving halivecinations. There, on the face of the stone,
revealed by the removal of the grass, was a Birkenhead locomotive
in bas-relief ! Rccovering his composure and realizing that the
engine, not a figment of imagination, was all too real, the rest of
the monurent was uncovered to show the inscription which we reprint

below.

In Memory of
AEvGeN Zo@e DTk 0N
WHO WAS KILLED ON THE G.T.R.R.
AT WINDSOR STATION, P.Q.
WEILE IN THE DISCHARGE OF HIS DUTY

AS TOCCMOTIVE ENGINEMAN

OF THEL 218T CCTO3ER, 1866
AGED 29 IEAPS 10 MO'S

¥ engine now is cold and sgill,

No water docs my boiler fill;
s wood aficrds 1ts fiame no more,
iy days or usefulness are o'er.

My wheeis ceny their noted speed,

o more my guiding hand they need.
My whistle too, has lost its tone, _
Its shrill and thrilling sounds are gone.
My valves are now thrown open wide;

My flanges all refuse to guide.



My clacks, also, though once so strong,

fefuse to aid the busy throng.
No more I feel each urging breath, :

My steam is now condensed in death.
Life's railway's o'er, each station's past,

In death I'm stopped, and rest at last.
Farewell dear friends, and cease to weep;

In Christ I'm safe, im Him I sleep.

EEM AND RESPECT

ST
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WORKMEN .
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ERECTED AS A TRIBUTE
BY HIS FELL

OF I

S FELLOW
This epitaph is not an original, having been used on the grave

of Thomas Scaife, a British railway engineer, who was killed in an

2ipiosion at 3romsgrove, England, on November 10th, 1840. There

«re two alterations from the original; the word "wood™ in the

saird line was originally "coke", while the word "noted” in the fifun

Lire was originalily "wonted™,

The Dixon monument is a relic of the days when every engineman
was a potential Casey Jones, and railroading, albeit simpler, was
ch more exziting,
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| From time to time, we publish a list of

BACK CCPIES AVAILABLE back copies of the News Report and Bull-

= etins available, in response to requests
from our readers, to complete their files.

The follcwing issues are in stock, though those noted with asterisk
(%) are in short supply and will probably be exhausted shortly:

Bulletins: No.3, #No.4, #No,8, #No.9, No.13, No.l5 - 20¢ per copy.
No.16 - 35¢ per copy.
News Reports: Dec.49,
1950: Jan., June, Sept., November, December.
1951: Jan., June-July, August.
1952: Apl., May, June, July-Aug., Sept.-Oct., Nov., Dec.
19537 dan., Feb., Mar., Apl,, May, June, Sept.,
Cetey . Dee,

News Reports per copy: Dec.49 - June-July 1951: 10¢ per copys
' Aug. 19514Dec.1953: 15¢ per copy.
All prices include postage.
0000000C0000

Mr. W. Amarasinghe, of No.89, Rajamalwatta Road, Mutwal, Colombo,
Ceylon, 31 years of age, a guard on the Ceylon Covernment Railways
is interested in railway operation in Canada, and would like to
correspond with a Canadian having similar interests.

NEWS REPORT OF THE CANADIAN RAILROAD HISTORICAL AS3OCIATION

Subscription: §1.50 per annum, 0.5.A. Lavallee, Editor,
Canacdian Funds. R.D.Brown, Asst.BEditor.

Editorial Office: 6959 De 1'Epee Avenue, Montreal 15, Canada.



