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The regular monthly meeting of therNOTICE OF MEl>TI NG	 Association will be held in room 920,
 
Transportation BUilding, 159 Craig St r ee t
 
Wes t , on Wedne sday , June 9th, 19 54, at
 

8 : 00 PM. Aft er the business meet i ng , the ent er ta i nment wi l l
 
cons i s t of a t alk by Mr . Harry Wh i teman , Terminal Express Agent,
 
Cana di an National Rai lways , Mont real . The sUbj ect of his talk
 
wi l l be uA Day in t he Life . of a Ter mi nal Agent".
 

~Jhen Mr . Whi t eman .wa s invited to speak to the Association, 
he gave us a n i dea of the vari et y of the expre s s shipment s wh i ch 
come under hi s jur i sdi ct i on. Cn the day he s poke wi t h Mr. Wor t hen , 
as an example , he had on his ha nds t W8 3- week old s quirrels , and 
some s nak es f or a circus . Animal s h ipments a re t he most ciritcal 
one s f or an express company , a nd fir . Whi t eman has hand18d parakee t s , 
lions, deer and polar bears f or t he Gra nby Zoo . He expe ct s tha t •
the ultima t e wi l l ba r ea ch ed i f Gr anby de ci de s t o a c ~uir e e l e ­
phant s -- no doubt t hey ,woul d be qu i te an armful -- ev en f or a 
Terminal i xpre s s Agent. J\Ir . VJh i tema n ha s 42 year s of ex pe r ien ce tto dr aw on, and a s his t alk prom i ses to be amusing and i nstruc t i ve 

.~
 
we would urge a l l of our members t o try and at tend this meet i ng ;
 
a s usual, guests will be cord i ally wel comed .
 

r ~-- -- - - . As a nno un ce d in last mont h ' s Repor t , 
1­

•! N. M. R.A. CONVEHTI ON f t he S p~i ng Con vent i on of the No r t heas t er n 
Region , Nat i ona l Mode l Rai l r oad As soc ­L	 J 
i a t i on, was h81d in Montr eal on 3a t ur da y 

aI;d Sund ay , May 15th and 16t h . Apr r oximat ely 130 delegat e s a t t en ­
ded, and outside of thos e from t he Mont rea l area , the gr ea te r 
ma j ority were visitors f rom t he ~ ew £ngl and a rea of t he Un i t ed 
Stat es . 

A very complete schedul e had been a r r anr ed by t he local 
host club, t he Mont r ea l HO Associat i on . Aft er r ef i s t r a t i on on 
the Friday eveni ng and Satur day lli o r~ ing , t here wa s a tr i p made 
over the t ermi nal l i ngs of th8 C~nad i an Nat iona l Ha l l ways using 
three of t he Na t i ona l SvSt C~ 1 3 ~ c ~e s t ~ ir -co nrt it io~e~ ma i n line 
passenger coa che s , nos . ' 5) 57 ,1 j ~ :- ~ aud :-; 559. Or.e of t.he car-s , just 
out of the s hop , 112d never "!:'g en 1..' .3 8 '.1 lJ e!,'or e ill pubiic cW Y'lr i c e . 
The r ou t e f'c Ll.owcd was f r om Ce il t ra L ·'3l ,rd .i cn , trl' U'l g ~'1 the l"1ount 
Royal Tunnel t o 'Ja l l1.oya :.• At t.l. 'is ~)v :i r. t , the r 'Jn ·','lCl E. made ar ound 
the loo p i G the s cra p and st o rag ~ ya~J , a ~d ~te tr~ ln r etur ned 
by way of Ea s t ern J unct i on , ViJ.~. e S.. , Laur-e rrt , EnL LGJlt y l: G "':,0 Tur cot 
Yard, wh ere an Lns pe cti.on of t hc r-oundhou.s e LncLuded movi ng eng i ne s 
out f or photogra phs . I n t he ev e r.Lng , t wo mo del r a Ll i -o ad I ' cl ini c II 

dis cus sions were hel d , fol l owed by movi ng pictur es . On Sund ay , 
the visitors en j oy ed a Banquet a t t he Queens Hotel , and in t he 
a f te r noon , partic ipated i n a s i fht s eeing tour of the ci t y using 
MTC ca r s 1325 and 1326. In cluded was a s to p a t Cote St . Paul car­
hous e where the As s ocia tion' s ro l ling s t oc k , car no. 274, per fo r med 
f or the visitors. Membe rs of t h e MHOA Conven t i on Commi t t ee i ncl ­ ,l uded Mr . H. A. Cal v i n , Mr . Godf r ey Bet hune, and Mr . Howar d Scodr a s , 
aided by many other members of the club. 
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Montreal, Canada. 

The regular monthly meeting of the 
NuTICE OF MEETING Association will be held in room 920, 

Transportation Building, 159 Craig Street 
Wes t, on Wednesday, June 9th, 1954, at 

8:00 PM. After the business meeting, the entertainment will 
consist of a talk by Mr. Harry Vihiteman, Terminal Express Agent, 
Canadian Nationa l Ra ilways , Montreal. The subject of his talk 
will be "A Day in t he Life . of a Terminal Agent". 

Hhen Mr. Whiteman .was invited to speak to the Associa tion, 
he gave us an i dea of the var i ety of the express shipments wh ich 
come under his jurisdiction. Cn the day he spoke with Mr.Worthen, 
as an exampl e, he had on his hands two 3-wee k old squirrels, and 
some snakes for a circus. Animal shipments a r e the most ciritcal 
ones for an expr ess company, and r1r . ~hiteman has handled pa r akeets, 
lions, deer and polar bears for the Granby Zoo. He expects that 
the ultimate will be r eached if Gr a nby dec ides to a c ~uire ele­
phants -- no doubt they , would ' be quit e an armful -- even for a 
Termina l ixpr ess Agent . Mr. Whit eman has 42 years of exper i ence 
to draw on, and as his talk promises to be amusing and i nstructive 
we would urge all of our memb ers to try and attend this meeting; 
as usua l, guests will be cordially welcomed. 

[ N .M.R.A. CONVEIITION I As announced in last month's Report, 
the Sp~ing Convent ion of the Northeastern 
Region , Nat ional Mode l Ra i lroad Assoc­
iation , was h ald in Montreal on 3aturday 

a!~ Sunday, May 15th and 16th. Aprroximately 130 de l egates a tten­
ded, and outside of those from the r10nt r eal a r ea , the gr eater 
majority were visitors from the Kew £ngl and a r ea of the United 
States. 

A very complete schedul e had been a rranfed by the local 
host club, the Montreal HO Association. Aft er r efis tration on 
the Friday evening a nd Satur day llior~ ing , t he r e was a trip made 
over the t ermina l 1 2.n~s of t£10 C(:iJ'ladi,an Natj.oJ'la1 Ra l:!ways using 
three of the Na t i onal SvStC~t3 ~( ¥es t ~ir - conrt i t io~e~ main line 
passenger coaches , nos. ' 5)5'7;, 5~:-~ ,'1. i.ld. ~559 . GEe Jf t.he caTS, just 
out of the shop , 112d neirer 'b~8n l..' ,se~l l:'l e:!,'or2 ill pl)b~.tc ~3 t' Y' \rice. 

The rout e followed was from C8 11t y ::~ i ,Stct1 iC!1 , t}: l' U ' .l.g~'l the lV10unt 
Royal Tunnel to 'val 11.o:,a: . At tLi s ~)v:i L.t , the r un ' ",'las m3.de around 
the loop i~ the scrap and storag ~ ya~J , and ~te tr~ln ret~rned 
by way of Eastern Junction, ViJ.:.e Sr" L2urent) En l.L:ud·,yre to Turcot 
Yard, where an i nspection of the r oundhouse included moving engine s 
out for photogr aphs . :;:n the e\re~ing, two model ra.ill·oad II clinic" 
discuss ions wer e held, followed by moving pi ctures . On Sunday , 
the vi s itors enjoyed a Banquet a t the Queens Hot e l) and in the 
afternoon, participated in a s i fhtsee i ng tour of the city us ing 
MTC cars 1325 and 1326. Included was a stop at Cote St . Paul car­
house where the Associat ion's rolling stock, car no. 27/+, performed 
for the visitors. Membe r s of the MHOA Convention Committ ee incl­
uded Mr.H.A.Calvin, Mr. Godfrey Bethune, and Mr .Howard Scodras, 
aided by many other members of the club. 
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Recently,	 the Assistant Editor, on a visit to Toronto, 
ins pected	 the shop facilities of the Toronto Trans~t 
CG~~ission Ra pi d Transit system, through the court esy 

(	 of the TTC. In the following article, Mr.Brown gi ve s 
us a glimpse of the less familiar side of rapid transit 
operation. 

DAVISVILLE SHOPS OF THE 
TOHONTO TRANSIT COI~1ISSION 

by Doug l a s Brown 

Now that the subway has be en open ed officially to the 
public and all of t he exc i tement ha s more or less died down , 
it is most int eresting t o take a leok oehind the scenes i n the 
operation of thi s rap i d t rans i t sys tem. 

Dur i ng the Ea s t er week end , I had the pleasure of be i ng taken 
on an inspection tour of the Davisville Shops lo cat ed near the 
subway station of the same name. Upon entering t he s hops , I 
was introduced to Mr. Falla, r epres enting the T.T.C. and who was 
to be my gUi de during the shop tour. The 69, 000 square foo t 
building is of brick, concrete and steel cons t r u ction afford i ng 
a pleasant view from the nearby residential distri ct. Through out 
the subway syst em one fin ds that the TTC has succeeded in blend­
ing the appearanc e of i t s buildings harmoniously wi th the 
surrounding area. 

All running r epairs a r e carri ed out at Davi s v i l le , such as 
small el e ctrical r epairs, et c . as we l l as maintenance i n the form 
of car cleaning and s erv icing . ~1ajor r e pairs are done at t he 
Hillcrest Shops . There a re n ine t racks i n t he Davisvi l le building 
five of them "dead-s end 11. As each track i s ass igned for a spec­
ific us e, I s hal l exp la i n t hem individually. In the Car Cl eaning 
Section, there are t wo tracks; the Inspection Se ct i on has two, 
each e qui pped with pits, a nd t he \lhee l Cont r o l Section has two. 
The lat ter tracks are equi pped wi th high- s peed whee l gr i ndi ng .!' 

machine s of I TC desifn and manufa cture . In addit i on , the Repa i r 
~ e c t i o n consists of three t ra cks , t wo of wh ich have pits 220 
feet in l ength. The third track, a t floor l ev el, is used for 
wheel and axle storage, truck r e pair s, motor chang i ng , et c . Whe n 
a truck r equires a major ov erhaul , it i s taken fr om t he body of 
the car and plac ed on a hydrauli c l ift which i s locat ed near a 
door large eno ug h f or a ser vice transport t o ent e r . The pl a t f or m 
of the lift is fl ush with t he shop f l oor so that the truck i s 
moved into position, an d by means of the hydraulic sys tem tt can 
be r aised to the he i ght of t he waiting trans port to be taken to 
Hillcrest Shops . The provision of thi s s imple lift obviates the 
necessity of an ov erhead crane. 

Underneath the s hop floor i s locat ed t wo tracks for the 
storage of spare t rucks to be u s ed whe n needed. Acce ss t o th ese 
tracks i s ~ad by stairs or by drop table. The drop table instal ­
lation consists of t hree t abl e tops, on e in each of the three 
repair pits. The t able t ops a re rais ed and lowered by means of 
a screw type hoist mount ed on a powerful carrier which, in turn, 
operates on a track l aid beneath, a nd a t right angles to, the 
running tracks. Al so, in the bas ement s ection, there is a store 
room housing a complete inventory of spare parts. 
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Recently, the Assistant Editor, on a visit to Toronto, 
inspected the shop facilities of the Toronto Trans~t 
CC;;/TJni5sion Rapid Transit system, through the courtesy 
of the TTC. In the following article, Mr.Brown gives 
us a glimpse of the less familiar side of rapid transit 
operation. 

DAVISVILLE SHOPS OF THE 
TOHONTO TRANSIT COIVIl\USSION 

by Douglas Brown 

Now that the subwa y has been opened officially to the 
public and all of the ex cit ement has more or less di ed down, 
it is most interesting t o t a ke a I e ok oehind the sceno s i~ the 
operation of thi s rapid transit sys t em. 

During the East er weekend, I had the pleasure of be i ng taken 
on an inspection tour of the Davi sville Shops lo cated near the 
subway station of the same name. Upon entering t he s hops , I 
was introduced to Mr. Falla, r e presenting the T.T.C. a:1d who was 
to be my guide during the shop tour. The 69 ,000 square foo t 
building is of brick, concrete and steel construction affording 
a pleasant view from the nearby residential district. Throughout 
the subway system one fin ds that the TTC has succeeded in blend­
ing the appearance of i t s buildings ha rmoniously with the 
surrounding area. 

All running r e pa i r s a re carr i ed out a t Davisvill e , such as 
small el ectrical r epa irs , etc. as well as ma intenance in the form 
of car cleaning and s er vi c i ng . ~~a j or r epairs a r e done at t he 
Hillcrest Shops. Ther e a r e n i ne t r acks in t he Davi s ville building 
five of them i1dead- end 11 . As each t rack is ass i gned for a spe c­
ific us e , I shall expl a in t hem individually. In the Car Cleaning 
Section, there a r e two tra cks; the Inspe ct ion Section has two, 
each e quipped with pi ts, a nd the \lh ee l Control Section has two. 
The latter tra cks ar e equipped with high- speed whee l grinding 
machines of iTC des i gn and manufa ct ure . In addition, the Re pair 
J ection consi s ts of three t r a cks, t wo of wh i ch have pits 220 
feet in l ength. The third tra ck, a t floor l evel, is used for 
wheel and axle storage, truck r e pa i rs , mo t or changing , etc. When 
a truck r equ ires a major overhaul, it i s taken fr om t he body of 
the car and pla ced on a hydrauli c l i ft which i s locat ed near a 
door large enough f or a servic e transport t o ent er. The pl a tform 
of the lift is flu s h with the s hop f loor so that the truck i s 
moved into position, and by means of the hydraulic syst em it can 
be r a ised to the he i ght of the wa iting transport to be taken to 
Hillcrest Shops. The provis i on of thi s s i mple lift obviate s the 
necessity of an overhead crane. 

Underneath the s hop floor i s loca ted t wo tracks for the 
storage of spare trucks to be used when ne eded. Acce s s t o th ese 
tracks i s had by sta irs or by drop table . The drop table instal­
lat ion con~ ists of t hree t able tops, one in each of the three 
repair pits. The table tops ar e raised and lower ed by means of 
a screw type hoi s t mount ed on a powerful carrier which, in turn, 
operates on a track l a id beneath, a nd a t right angle s to, the 
running tracks. Al so, in the basement s e ction, there is a store 
room housing a complete inventory of spare parts. 
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The TTC emp l oy s a modern Car Cleaning Department at th is 
s hop . I t consi s t s of t r ack s, on e for exte r i or wash i ng , and 
t he other for in t e r io r cleaning. The was hi ng equipm ent i s compl­
e te l y aut omat i c , being oper at ed by a il s eeinr- eye" unit. As the( 
car move s a l on g the track (under i ts own power) it pa s ses through 
a detergent spray , i t i s t hen s crubbed by ha nd, and the fi nal oper­
a t ion i s a combination s pr a y- r ins e a nd s cr ubbi ng by large mechan­
i cally operat ed brushes. Thes e brushes t ouch a l l parts of the 
car exce pt t he tru cks. La t er, the car i s pl ac ed on an adjoining 
t r ack for int erior cleaning. 

Loc at ed near the s hop building i s t he storage yard, where the 
cars a r e kept when th ey are not in us e. Thi s s to r age yard is 
mainly conc entrat ed i n the, lower end of t he pr ope r t y on fiv e 
t r a cks , ea ch on e s ix hund red f eet long. 

Through an expe r t ma i nt enan ce s t aff, the t r a ins a re permit t ed 
to run wit h consis t ent iron- t i men performanc e a t a l l times. In 
off-p eak per iods , t hey exceed th ems elves. For a n exampl e , I s ha l l 
con cl ud e by listing a typical trip made on Friday, Apr i l 16th. 

L. Egl i nt on 11: 55 AM A \Jel le s ley 1 2: 03 ~ PM 
ilA Da visvi l l e 11:56i L 1 2: 04 

L H 11: 57 ' A Coll ege 1 2 : 05 
A St .Cla i r 11:58 L i l 12:06 
L IT 11:58~ A Dundas l 2:06~ 

\1 A Summerhill 11:59~ L 12:07
IIL 12:00 Noon A Queen l2:07~
 

A Ros edale l2:00 ~ PM L IT 12:08
 
L " 12:01 A King l2:08~
 

ITA Bloor 12:02 L 12:09
 
L i l l2: 02~ A Union St a t io n 12: 10
 

0000000000000000 

r During the month of May, the bell fromLMI SCELLANEO US ITEMS Cent r a l Vermont Ra i l way Loco motive 
No.700 IINorwich Universi ty", a 2-10-4 
type, was pres ent ed to t he University 

which i s. s i t uated at Northfi eld, Ver mont . The enr i ne , wh i ch was 
b een r etired prepa r atory to scrappi ng , was in us e fo r 27 years. 
Four years ago , i t had been christ en ed wi t h the Univer sity name 
a s part of a ce l ebrat i on ho no ur i ng Gr enville M. Dodg e . 

Ca nadia n Nat i ona l Rai lways has a ppl ied to the Boar d of Trans­
port Commi s sioners to abandon t he r ailway line fro m Scot ia to 
Parry Sound , Ont . , 50 miles. Cl a i ming a n op erating loss of a bout 
~ 55 , 000 per year f or the pa st s ix or s even years, t he r.NR's a ct i on 
will r emove on e more s egment of th e onc e busy Canada Atlantic Rail ­
way ma i n line a cr os s central Ont ar i o . The line between Ottawa and 
La ke Hur on has a l re ady been s eve r ed betwe en Algonquin Park and 
Whi t n ey , f ollowing a serious wa shout a number of years ago . 

A new t ype of ceremony was s een in Edmont on a t the end of Apr i l 
when Al ber t a ' s Lieut enant Governo r Hon. J.J. Bowl en, drew th e first 
spike heralding the start of the r emoval of the 9.2-mile f ormer 
Edmonton, Yukon & Pacific Rai l wa y , in Edmonton . Boa s ting a n optim­
istic name, t he EY&P nev er got out of t he city limit s of Edmont on . 
Pa s s en ger s ervice over t he line wa s sus pended 26years ago . 

( 

The TTC employs a modern Oar Cleaning Department at this 
shop . It consists of tra cks, one for exterior washing , and 
the other for interior cleaning . The washing equi pment i s compl­
etely automat ic, be ing operated by a il see i nr- eye " unit. As the 
car moves a long the track (under i ts own power) it pas s es through 
a detergent spray , i t i s then scrubbed by hand, and the final oper­
ation i s a combinat ion spray-rinse and s crubbing by large me chan­
ically operated brushes . These brushes touch all parts of the 
car except the tru cks . Later, the car i s pl aced on an adjoining 
tra ck for int er ior cleaning. 

Located near the shop building is the storage yard, wher e the 
cars a r e kept when they are not in us e . This storage ya rd is 
ma inly conc entrat ed i n the. lower end of the property on five 
tracks , ea ch one six hundr ed f ee t long . 

Through an expert ma int enan ce staff, the trains are permi tted 
to run with consistent "on-time n performance at a ll time s. In 
off-peak per i ods , the y exceed themse lves . For an example , I shall 
conclude by list ing a typica l tr ip made on Friday, April 16th . 

L. Eglinton 11: 55 AM A 1Jelles l ey l2:03~ PM 
A Davisvill e 11:56i L n 1 2 : 04 
L 11 11: 57 ' A College 1 2: 05 
A St . Cl a ir 11:58 L 11 1 2 :06 
L It 11:58~ A Dundas 1 2 :06~ 
A Summerhill 11:59~ L I I 1 2 : 07 
L II 12:00 Noon A Queen 12:07t 
A Rosedal e 12:00~ PM L ff 12:08 
L " 12:01 A King 12:08~ 
A Bloor 12:02 L IT 12:09 
L I I l2: 02~ A Union Station 12: 10 

0000000000000000 

l MI SCELLA NEOUS ITEMS 
During the month of May, t h e bell from 
Centra l Vermont Rai lway Locomot ive 
No.700 "No rwi ch Univer s ity", a 2-10-4 
type , was present ed to the University 

which is. s ituat ed at Northfi el d , Ver mont. The enrine , which was 
b ee n r etired preparatory to scrapping , was in use for 27 year s . 
Four years ago, it had been chr i s t ened with the Univers i ty name 
as part of a ce l ebrat i on honouring Grenvill e M. Dodge . 

Canad i an Nat i ona l Railways has applied to the Board of Trans­
port Commissioners to abandon the r a ilway line f rom Scot i a to 
Parry Sound , Ont ., 50 miles . Cla iming an operating los s of about 
~55 ,000 per year fo r the past s i x or seven years, t he r,NR's a ction 
wi ll r emove one mo r e s egment of the once busy Canada Atlantic Rail­
way ma in line across central Ontario . The line between Ottawa a nd 
Lake Huron has a lready be en severed between Algonquin Park and 
Whitney , following a serious washout a number of year s ago. 

A new type of cer emony was seen in Edmonton at the end of April 
when Albert a 's Lieut enant Go vernor Hon. J.J. Bowl en, drew the first 
spike heralding the start of the r emoval of the 9.2-mile former 
Edmonton, Yukon & Pa cific Railwa y, in Edmonton. Boasting a n optim­
istic name , t he EY&P never got out of the city limits of Edmonton, 
Passenger s ervice over the line was suspend ed 26years ago. 
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'I Lar Ly i n May , l e g i sla tion was 1__... ._. ._... .__._ _ 
, i nt r odu c ed in the Federal Parlia- j 

me nt t o prov i de for the construction of r ailways i 
linking t h e Chibougamau a r ea , with the Abi t ibi " 
and Lake J a i n t John r eg i on s . Another line i s I 

t o .be built in Ontar io be t we en Hills port , wes t of I 
Hor n epayne on t h e CN mai n l ine z to Mani touwadge 
Lake . Perha ps there i s s ome s lgn i f i can ce in t h e 
f a ct t ha t the Can a dian Pac ific Ra ilway recent l y 
es tab l is hed a survey party a t Hemlo , sou t h of 
Man i.t.cuwadge on the CPR mai n line, for wo r k i n 
t he same a rea . 
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During the week preceding the timet able chang e on the 25t h 
of April, the Canadian Pacific Ra i l wa y ' s British Columbia Lak e 
a nd River Service steamer "Minto" made its last run on the Ar r ow 
Lakes. Wi t h the commenc ement of tho summer s che dul e , t he Company 
withdrew from the Arrow Lak es service, inaugurated by a predec­( e s s or Company before the turn of the century. Servic e wi l l be 
pr ov i de d on the Lower Arrow Lak e only, by an independent operator. 
The "Mi.nt.o II was builtin Toronto in 1$98, and was shipped west by 
r ail, crat ed in s ec tions. Al ong with a s i s t er ship i1IJIo y i e 'if , which 
pre s uma bl y is still in occasional s ervice on Koot enay Lake, it 
was int end ed for s ervic e in the Yukon at the time of the gol d rush. 
The Klondike strike had lost s ome popularity by the time the 
t wo crat ecl vessels arrived in British Columbia, and they were 
diverte d , as s embl ed a nd plac ed in s ervic e, the II~JIinto "on the Arrow 
Lakes , and the "Moy i e " on Koot enay Lake. The "Mdrrt o " and t'Moyi e " 
a re among the l ast of .ij once numerically-strong bre ed of Canadian 
lake a nd river boats, and the y a re both st ernwheelers. Di Spos ­
ition of the "Minto ll ha s not yet been announc ed by CPR officials. 

As a r esult of the opera tion of Budd RDC-3 car D-100 by the 
Canadian National Railways between Fredericton and Newcastl e, the 
s chedule s have bBen speed ed up, that of the Newcastle-Fredericton 
run by 35 minut es, whil e the Fredericton-Newcastle s ervice has 
b een i mproved by 45 minutes. It is understood that the car is 
not in s e r v i ce on the fun at the present time, due to insufficient 
e xpre s s shipment capacity. \fhen the s pr i ng r estrictions on the 
New Brunswick highways a re r emoved, the expr e s s shipments will be 
move d by truck, permitting r e-introduction of D-100 to s ervice. 

Canadian National ha s put into ef fe ct a new numb orin ~ syst em 
for sl ee ping a nd parlour cars. Like t he Ca na di Rn Pacific, which 
a dopted this system s omB t i me ago , initial digits in rout e numbers 
will incorporat e the train number. Unlik e the CPR however, it 
is the intention of the CNR to arrange the cars in numerical 
order in their trains, numbering from the rear of the train. 

Chesapeake & Ohio Railway, installing a two-way radio syst em on 
s witch eng i ne s in the Sa r n i a Te r mi na l yards of their Canadian 
Di v i s i on , Pere fla r quet t e di strict, claim t his a s the fi~st suc h 
installation in Canada. (We a re s ub ject to correction, but di d 
the Canadian National not experiment with two-way radio on yard 
engines, at the Longue Pointe yard in Montreal s ome years ago? - Ed.) 

Following on the heels of t he opening of the railway to Lynn Lak e 
in Man i t oba , move s under way by the ~lan it o ba provincial gover nment 
may l ead to ear l y con struction of a lOO-mi l e r ail line by the 
Canadian Nat i ona l Railways bet we en Gyp s umvi l l e and Grand Rap i ds ,Ma n . 

Diese l i zat ion of Mont rea l -Toront o trains by t he Canadian Pacific 
h as r esulted in the utilization of an int ere stin~erational 
pattern for the unit s . Ea ch night, two units a r e ass igned to each 
of t wo sections of trains 21 a nd 22 r espectively, fro m Mont rea l 
a nd from Toronto. Whe n the f our unit s arri ve i n Tor ont o in the 
morn ing, two of them continue a s f ar as ~Jinds o r , Orit , on the same 
train; one unit goe s to Owen Sound on train 705. The l a st r emain­
i ng unit r et urns to Mont r eal on day t r a i n 36. In the eve ni ng , 
t h e two unit s r e t urn on t r a i n # 22 from Det r Oi t , a nd continue wi t h 
the train to Mont real . The unit which went to Owen Sound on train 
705 r eturns on t rain 708, and combining wi t h the unit arriving 
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During the week preceding the timetable cha ng e on the 25th 
of April, the Canadian Pa cific Railway's British Columbia Lake 
a nd River Service steamer "Minto" made it s las t run on the Arrow 
Lakes. With the CO~TIenc ement of tho s ummer s chedul e , t he Company 
withdrew from the Arrow Lake s s e rvic e , ina ugurat ed by a pr ede c­
e ssor Company befor e the turn of the cent ury. Servic e will be 
provided on the Lower Ar row Lak e only, by an independent operator. 
The ffMinto" was built in Toronto in 1$9$, and wa s s hipped we st by 
r a il, cra t ed in s ect ions. Along with a s ister ship HMoyi e 'if, which 
pr e s uma bly is still in occas ional s ervic e on Koot ena y La ke , it 
was int end ed for s e rvic e in the Yukon at the time of the gold rush. 
Th e Klondike strike had lost s ome popula rity by the time the 
t wo cra t ecl vessels arrived in British Columbia, and the y were 
d ivert e d, ass embl ed a hd pl a ced in s e rvic e , the "Minto"on the Arrow 
Lake s , and the "Moyie l1 on Koot enay La ke . The IIMintoff andllMoyie " 
are among the l a st of .ij once numerically-s t ron€." breed of Canadian 
l ake a nd river b6ats, and t he y a r e both st ernwhee l ers. Dispos­
ition of the YlMint,01l has no t ye t bee n announc ed by CPR officials. 

As a r esult of the oper a tion of Budd RDC-3 car D-IOO by the 
Canadia n Nationa l Ra ilways be tween Fredericton and Newcastl e , the 
s chedul e s ha ve been speeded up, that of the Newcastle-Fredericton 
run by 35 minut es, whil e the Fredericton-Newcastle service has 
been i mproved by 45 minutes. It is understood tha t the car is 
not in s e rvic e on the fun at tho pre s ent time, due to insufficient 
e xpress shipment capacity. \fhen the spring r estrictions on the 
New Brunswick highways are r emoved, the express shipments will be 
moved by truck, per mitting r e -introduction of D-IOO to s ervice . 

Ca nadia n Nationa l ha s put into effe ct a new numbering syst em 
for sle eping a nd pa rlour cars. Like t h e Canadi El n Pacific, which 
a dopt ed this sys t em s omB t ime ago, initial digits in rout e numbers 
will incorporat e the tra in number. Unlike the CPR however, it 
is the int ention of the CNR to arra nge the cars in numerical 
order in the i r trains, numbering from the r ear of the train. 

Chesapeake & Ohio Ra ilway, installing a two-way radio syst em on 
switch engines in the Sarnia Termina l ya r ds of their Canadian 
Division , Per e 1\1arquette di s trict, cla i m t his as the fir:- s t such 
installa tion in Cana da . (We a re subj e ct to corre ction, but did 
the Canad i a n Nationa l not experiment with two-way radio on ya rd 
engine s , at the Longue Pointe yard in Montreal some years ago? -Ed.) 

Following on the he els of t he opening of the railway to Lynn Lak e 
in Manitoba, move s under way by the I>.1anitoba provincial government 
may l eac$ to early cons truction of a 100- mile r a il line by the 
Canadia n Nationa l Railways be t "ween Gypsumville and Gr a nd Rapids ,Man. 

Di es e liza tion of Montreal-Toronto tra ins by t he Canad i an Pa cific 
h as r esulted in the ut ilization o f an int er e sting ope rat iona l 
pa tt e rn for t he unit s . Each n i ght, t wo units a r e ass i gned to ea ch 
of t wo s e ctions of t ra ins 21 a nd 22 r es pectively, fro m Montreal 
a nd from Toronto. When the four units a r r ive i n To ront o in the 
morning, two of t hem cont i nue a s f a r as ~1indsor, Ont . on the same 
tra in; one unit goe s to Owen Sound on tra in 705. The l a st r emain­
ing unit r eturns to Montreal on day t r a i n 36 . In the evening, 
t he two unit s r eturn on t ra i n 11 22 from Detroit, a nd cont i nue with 
the tra in to Montreal. rrhe unit which went to Owen Sound on t ra i n 
705 r eturns on t ra in 70$, and combin ing with the unit a rriving 



4 . ' 0 ::1 lJIont real on da y train 113 ;, returns overnight to Montrea l or. 
t he, ot her section of train # 22 . Wi t h the arrival of both sect i on s 
o f #22 in Mont r ea l i n the morning, both units from one section 
a nd on e unit from the other s ection combine, to handle train #354

(	 , to Que bec , while the r emaining unit ~oe s on t ra i n #36 to Tor onto . 
I n the eve n i ng , the units wh i ch went to Que be c on #354, r eturn on 
#355, and combining wi t h the unit a r r i v i ng on day train #3 5 from 
Tor onto , re t urn ov ernight on both sec t i ons of #21 to Toronto, two 
units per se ct ion . (If thi s i s not clear, we s ugge s t that you 
ge t out your t i met a ble and wo r k it out. -Ed.) 

It i s r eport ed that clearing of Pacific Gr eat Eas te r n Railway's 
right of way between Squami s h a nd Nor t h Vancouver i s progres sing 
ra pi dl y , and it is said that s urve y wor k on the ext ens i on of the 
l ine from Princ e George , the northern t erminus, to the Peac e 
Ri ver area wi l l commenc e as soon as wea t he r permits. 

Che ckers have be en riding Mo nt real commut er trains r ecently, r eport­
e dl y to assemble data wi t h a view to study the possibilities of 
a pooled s ervic e by 
suburban runs. 

First uni t s of the 
pas s eng e r equi pment 
Pa . a re expe ct ed t o 
the fir s t ca rs wi l l 

be 
be 

One hundred years 
t he co ns t r uct ion 

"Cr-os s i.ng 
Vi ctoria 
Mont r ea l 

. 
CROSS I NG THE 

Pa r t I. 

the CPR and CNR on the Mont real a nd Lakeshore 

Canadian Pacific Ra i lway multi-million do l lar 
order from the Budd Company of Philadelphia, 

delivered in Jun e. It is expe cted that 
s le e pi ng cars. 

000000000000000000 

ago , the Grand Trunk Rai l way commenc ed 
of the Victoria Bridge acr os s the Saint 

Lawrenc e Hi ver between Mont real a nd St . Lambert ; a s t r uc t ure , 
whi ch, f or ma ny years, was considered t he e i ght h wond er 
of th e mo dern wor l d . The work was f amous f or the boldness 
of design, t he i ngenious methods of cons truction, the 
speedy compl et ion and the f amous men connoc t ed wi t h it. 
So that these ear l y eng i nee r i ng t r i umphs wi ll no t be f or­
gott en , we a r e start i ng a s er i es of a r t i cl es e nt i t l ed 

[ by Rober t H. Br own and per haps mi l leni i , car r yi ng the 
canoes of I nd i ans , and s ince t he XVI I 

Centur y , the commer ce of a gr owi ng na tion. At the same time, it 
f ormed a ba rrier bet ween the o ppo sit e s hor e s a nd it was no t un til 
the advent of the s t eamboat t hat people ventur ed a cr os s to the 
o ther shore unle ss some very import ant r ea s on compe l l ed them to 
d o s o. Onl y in wi nt er t ime wa s it saf e and easy to cr oss and eve n 
then sudde n movements of the ice woul d of t en crea t e se r ious 
h a zards, Dur ing t he ear ly wi nte r fr eez eup and dur i ng t he s pr i ng 
d ebacle, cro s sing wa s pa r ti cularly dangerous a nd the usua l whale ­
bo ats a nd bir ch ba rk canoes cou ld not be us ed be cause the sharp 
e dge s of t he ice would cut through the s ides in no time, and t he 
oc cupant s woul d s oon find thems elve s floundering about i n t he 
icy wat er . To cr os s a t su ch dang erous times, dugout cano es, made 

the Hi ve r)1 which will desc r ibe not only the 
Br idge it s elf but other proj ect s t o connect 
with t he Sout h Sho re . 

;;:] Fr om t ime i mmemorial, the Sa i nt Law-
RI VER	 r en ce River hRs been t he great high­

way of eas te r n Canada ; fo r cent ur i e s , 
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k .: ' 0 il1 110ntr eal on day train 113;, returns overnight to Montreal Ofl 

the .other section of train # 22. With the arrival of both sections 
of # 22 in Montreal in the morning, both units from one section 
a nd one unit from the other section combine , to handle train #354 
to Que bec , while the r emaining unit [!oes on train #36 to Toronto. 
In the evening, the units wh ich went to Quebec on 11354, r eturn on 
#355, and combining with the unit arriving on day train #35 from 
Toronto, return overnight on both sect ions of #21 to Toronto, two 
units per section. (If this i s not clear, we suggest that you 
ge t out your timetable and work it out. -Ed.) 

It i s report ed tha t clearing of Pacific Great Eastern Railway's 
right of way between Squamish a nd North Vancouver i s progressing 
rapidly, and it is said tha t s ur vey work on the extension of the 
line from Princ e George, the northern t erminus, to the Pea ce 
River area will commenc e as soon as weather permits. 

Check er s have been riding r;J:ontr eal commuter trains r ecently, report­
edly to assemble data with a view to study the possibilities of 
a pooled s ervice by the CPR and CNR on the Montreal and Lakesho r e 
suburban runs. 

First units of the Canadian Pacific Railway multi-million do lla r 
passenge r equipme nt order from the Budd Company of Philade lphia, 
Pa . are expected to be delivered in Jun e . It is expected that 
the firs t cars will be sle e ping cars. 

000000000000000000 

One hundred years ago, the Grand Trunk Ra ilway commen ced 
the construction of the Victoria Bridge acro ss the Sa int 
Lawr en ce Hiver between Montreal and St.Lambe r t ; a structure, 
which, for many years, was cons idered the eighth wo nde r 
of the modern wo rld. The work was famous f or the boldness 
of des i gn, the i ngeni ous me thods of cons t ruct ion, the 
spee dy compl etion and the famous men connect ed with it. 
So that the se early engineer ing tr iumphs wil l not be for­
gotten, we a r e start ing a series of articles entit l ed 
I'Crossing the River l l which will describe not only the 
Victoria Bri dge it self but other proj e cts to conne ct 
Montrea l with the South Shore . 

[

CROSS I NG THE RIVE;:] 
Part I. 
by Ro bert H.Brown 

From t i me immemoria l, the Sa int Law­
r enc e River hRs been the great high­
wa y of eas t ern Canada ; fo r cent uri es, 
and perha ps mill enii, carrying the 
canoes of Indians, and s ince t he XVII 

Century, the commerc e of a growing nation. At the same time , it 
fo rmed a barrier between the opposit e s ho res and it was no t until 
the advent of the steamboat that people ventured a cross to the 
o t he r shore unles s some very important r eason compmlled them to 
do so. Only in wint ertime was it safe and easy to cross and eve n 
then sudden movement s of the ice would oft en create seri ous 
hazards , During the early winter fr ee zeup and during the spring 
debacl e , crossing was part icularly danger ous and the usual wha l e­
bo at s and birch bark cano e s could not be used be cause the sha rp 
edges of the ice would cut through the s i des in no time , and the 
occupants would s oon find themselves floundering about in the 
icy water. To cross a t such dan[!erous time s, dugout canoes, made 

t.\ 
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A very fi ne s pe c i men of one of t he dugo uts , wh i ch was us ed to 
t a k e the mail a cr os s from Mont rea l t o Longueuil, may be s een in 
t he Chat ea u de Ramezay Museum. 

( During th e winter mon t hs a l l navif a tion cea s ed and lfunt r ea l 
wa s cut off comple t ely f rom t he s ea ex ce pt by over l and rout es to 
Portland, Bos ton or New York . The s e r outes t erminat ed on t he 
o pposite sh ore and much t houfht was gi ve n to i mprove the means of 
cro ssing the river s af ely a nd ea s i l y . The t wo principal trans­
f l uv i a l f erries r an t o Laprairi e and to Longueuil; wi t h a st eam­
boa t running to Laprairie a s ear l y a s 1822, and a similar s ervice 
beginni ng , t o Longueuil, in 1829. Aft er 1852, the Laprairie s er­
v i ce wa s of little i mportanc e a nd served only local ne eds, but 
th e Longueuil f erry wa s a ct i ve un til a bout 25 years ago, and for 
a br i ef period, from 1852 to 1863, the St.Lambert ferry was the 
mos t i mportant of the lot. 

Canada 's first public carrier, the Champla i n a nd Saint Law­ e' 

r ence Ra i l r oa d , s er ved as a porta ge line linking wi t h th e navig­
a bl e waters of the St.Lawr ence Ri ve r a nd Lak e Champlain a nd it 
r ea ched th e south shore of the Sa i nt Lawrenc e at Laprairie in the 
s umme r of 1836. It s t erminus was 7 mile s from Mont r ea l and the 
co mpany had to build a . s pe c i a l l y- de s igned steamboat, the Pr inc ess 
Victoria, to navigat e the treacherous waters of the s ha l l ow Lap­
r airie Ba sin a nd t he r apids which then exist ed off Pointe St . Char les . 
For a f ew years, t h e r a ilway did not op erat e in wi nter , so the 
a nnua l fr eeze-up did not mat t er very much , but e ve n then the 
patt ern of Canada 's gr ea t future wa s beginning to unfold and it 
was r eali zed that someth i nf better would so on be n eeded. 

Bar l y in 1852 the Champlai n a nd St . La\~e nce Ra i l r oad a ba ndone d 
it s original t erminus a t Laprairie and built a new line from Cot e 
d e l a Bataille to St.Lambert, wher e i t de s cended into a cutting, 
k nown until r e cently as the Gully, pass ed under Ri ve r s i de Drive, 
a nd then r an out on to a long whar f which ext ende d out to a nd 
beyond Hof'f'a t.s I sland. The station at the end of the wharf was 
called Sjuth Mont rea l and f erry boat s r an from there to the foot 
of Jacques Carti er Square. The wharf, in r eality a sort of 
bridge, was a r emarkabl e s tructure for 1851 when the a r t of 
bridgebuilding was little known in Canada. It was more than 1200 
yards long a nd that made it about half a s long a s the Victoria 
Bridge. Between the St.Lambert shore and Mof fa t s Island, a nd 
probably west of the I sland too, there was a continuous cribwork 
s tructure, backfilled v~ith s t one a nd ear t h , which carri ed t he track 
well a bove the high water mark. At i nt er va l s of 56 f eet, centre 
to cent re , there were sluiceways, 20 f ee t wide , to permit the water 
t o f l ow through and , a s part of the river was very shal low with 
comparat i ve l y lit tle st r ong current, the ob s t ruct i on , amount i ng to L 
6 4 ~ , was mf lit tl e conse que n ce . Undoubt edly t he st ructur e was pro­
t e ct ed from t he violen ce of the s pr i ng br eak-up by wel l - pl ac ed ~ rip-rap but fo rtunat e ly t he worst ice- shoves oc curred e l s ewhe r e . f';1 
Beyond the i sland, the whar f ext e nded 300 yard s to deep wa t e r . i 

The South r'Iontrea l t erminus, a nd its pe culiar bridge, was aban­ ,II 

doned in 1864, a f t er t he Champlain trains began using the bridge. 
I 
I 

---------------~~ --_._--------- - -­
. : ~/	 Wi t h th is is sue, we ar e including a copy of t he I 

~ 

Roya l Bank of Cana da 's current newsl ett er, deal i ng i 
wi t h Ca nadian Ha i lways .
 

Ld i t or i a l Offic e: 6959 De l' Epe e Ave., Mont r eal .
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A very fine spec i me n of one of the dugout s , which was used to 
t a ke the ma il a cross from Montreal to Longueuil, may be seen in 
the Chat eau de Rame zay Museum. 

During the wi nt er months al l navi~at ion ceased a nd lfunt rea l 
was cut off compl e t e ly from t he sea exc ept by overla nd rout es to 
Portland, Bos t on or New York. The s e rout e s t er mina t ed on the 
oppo s ite shore and much thouFht was given to improve the means of 
cro s sing the river saf ely a nd eas ily. The t wo principa l trans·­
f luvia l f erries r an t o La pra irie and to Longueuil; with a st eam­
boat running to Lapra irie a s early a s 1822, and a simila r s ervic e 
beginning,to Longueuil, in 1829. Aft er 1852, the Lapra irie s er­
v ice was of little i mportanc e a nd served only ;local ne eds, but 
t he Longueuil f erry wa s a ctive until about 25 years ago, and for 
a brief period, from 1852 to 1863, the St.Lambert ferry wa s the 
mos t i mportant of the lot. 

Canada 's first public ca rrier, the Champla in a nd Sa int Law­
r enc e Ha ilroa d, served as a portage line linking with th e navig­
a ble wa t ers of the St.Lawr ence River and Lake Champla in a nd it 
r each ed th e south shore of the Sa int Lawrenc e at Laprairie in the 
summe r of 1836. Its t er minus was 7 miles from Montrea l and the 
company ha d to build a , s pe cia lly-designed steamboat, th e Princ ess 
Victoria, to navigat e the treacherous wa t ers of the sha llow La p­
r a irie Ba sin a nd the r apids which the n existed off Pointe St.Charl es . 
For a f ew years, the r a ilwa y did not oper a t e in wint er, so the 
a nnua l fr ee ze-up did not matt e r very much, but eve n then the 
patt e rn of Canada' s great fut ure was beginning to unfold and it 
wa s r ealiz ed tha t s omethinE bett er would s oon be needed. 

~arly in 1852 the Champla in a nd St.Lawre nc e Hailroad a bandoned 
its origina l t erminus a t La pra irie and built a new line from Cot e 
d e la Ba t a ille to St.Lambert, wher e it descended into a cutting, 
known until r e cently a s the Gully, pBssed und er Riverside Drive, 
a nd then r a n out on to a long wharf which ext ended out to and 
b eyond Hoffats I s l and. Th e sta tion at the end of th e wharf was 
ca lled Sjuth Montreal and f e rry boa t s r an from the r e to the foot 
of J a cques Carti er Square. The wha rf, in r eality a sort of 
bridge, wa s a r emarkable structure for 1851 when the art of 
bridge building was lit tIe known in Cana da . It '.vas more than 1200 
ya rds long a nd that made it a bout ha lf a s long as the Victoria 
Bridge . Bet ween the St.Lambert shore and Moffats Island, a nd 
probably west of the Island too, ther e wa s a continuous cribwork 
structure , ba ckfilled with stone a nd earth, which carried the track 
we ll a bove the high water mark. At int ervals of 56 f ee t, centre 
to centre , ther e were sluicewa ys, 20 f ee t wide , to permit the wat e r 
to flow through and, a s part of the rive r wa s very sha llow with 
compa r ative ly lit tle strong current, the obs truction, amounting to 
6 4~ , wa s ffif little cons equenc e . Undoubt edly the st ructure was pro­
t e ct ed from t he viol enc e of the spring break-up by well-pla ced 
rip-ra p but f or t unate ly the worst ice - shove s occur r ed e ls ewher e . 
Beyond the i s l and , thB wharf ext ended 300 ya rds to dee p wat er. 
Th e South 1',Iontreal t erminus, a nd its pe culia r bridge , wa s aban­
doned in 1864, a f ter the Champla i n tra ins began using t he bridge . 

Lditorial 

~ 

With thi s issue , we ar e including a copy of the 
hoya l Ba nk of Canada 's current newsl ett er, dealing 
with Ca nadia n Hailways. 
Of fic e : 6959 De l' Epee Ave ., Montreal. 
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