CANADIAN RAILROAD IIISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

NEWNS d{iPORT WO. 52 INCORPORATLD.

JANTJARY 1955

Montreal, Cznada.

KOTTCE OF BLTTIC The Annual sleeting of the Association
el sl LR will be held in room 920, Transpoitatior
k Building-,

15) Craigs Street West, licntreal
oa llednesday, January 12th, 1954 at #:o00 PM. Reports for the
year 1954 will bz read by the retiring Lxeculive, and the new
officers ,

for 1955 will be electeu.

Because of the tine usually consumed by the husiness attend-

G e
ing the aAnnual lleeting, no formal entertainment has becn
scheduled.
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s Bl R L sooim i s memin oo i lecently, Canadian
(Jh_l_ﬂ_i.)_ai._ﬂl» u__'Ca il .I_(:J___ Q.LJJ‘.‘.RS Mu! Lo i) (4_ _(._.E&R_ Pacific Railwa v

orderec four acdit-
ional RDC rail cars
from the Budd Compan;, Philaaelphia, Pa. for use in the Caleary-
Lethbridge-dedicine (dat service in scuthern Alberta. The
order cousists of two RbC-3 units, to be numbered 9021 and 2022,
aud two #DC-2 units, to bear numbers 9100 sna 9101. \While the
Compaay already possesses one HDC-2 unit, 1i0.9020, presenhly in
the Lorth Bay-iattawa-Angliers service, the 1LUC-2 units will be
the first such to be purchased by the Company. ileceipt of
these cars will bring to eleven, the nuwaber »f Budd-huil+
units ovwned by the Canadian Pacilic Hailway.
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| During December, Canadian
"ROYAL CANADIAN" TO BE NAIME FOR | Pacific Railway issued a

NEW CANADIAN PACIFIC press statement to the effect

THRANSCONTINENTAL that the new, Budd-~builtl,

Scenic-Dome-equipped trans-
centinenteal train, wnich =
to go into service between Montreal-Toronto and Vancouver early
in the summer, will be named the "Roval Canadian™.

b

The train is to be handled by diesel-electric locomotives
from Montrezl to Vancouver, without intermediate change, %the
same units making the complete trip. .Canadian Pacific claims
that this will be the longest continuous scheduled run made by
a diesel-electric engine. (Ed.note: UNLESS the Russians have
dieselized the Transsiberian Railway). It will also feature the
longest continuous dome ride in the world. The new train is to
carry operating numbers 1 and 2, necessitating a number of
numerical designation shifts among the other long-distance
tr‘:‘inSn

The new name brings to mind other names which the CPR has
used in its transcontinental services. The first names, started
when the trans-continent service was inaugurated in 1886, were
the PACIFIC EXPRmSS and the ATLANTIC EXPRESS, for the west- and
easthound trains, respectively., Later, in the early 1900's,
the trains presently designated nos. 3, 4, 7, 8 were named
TRAKS CANWADA LIMITED; later, they were renamed DOMINION, the
present designation.

The true successor of the original ATLANTIC and PACIFIC
txpresses was the IMPLRIAL LIMITED, trains 1 and 2. These
nunbers now designate unquestionably the longest continuous
lccal train run in the Western Hemisphere.

Reverting to the ROYAL CANADIAN, it is understood that
a considerable time saving in schedule is to be made initially,
and that the departure {rom lMontreal will take place during the
day rather than in-the evening as has been tne 2ase harctofore,
A test run is to be made, lzaving llontreal January 5th, using
spare rolling stock totalling up %o the tonnage euuivalent of
the new train when all units of the new passenger stock are
in service.

000000000000

CANSO CAUSGWAY

It is expected that the new rail-hirhway
causeway across the Strait of Canso, between the main-

land of Nova oscotia and Cape Breton Island, will be cpen
for traffic during March. The Canadian National Railways,
whose main Halifax-Sydney line will cross the Strait by
this meang, eliminating a time-consuming rail«ferrg service
between Pcint Tupper acd !Mlerave, NS has completed its
rail appr‘oac‘ues al earh cnd. Tric vraliwew -:.\'I eng %3 Lraek
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a teuaporary trestle across the ship channel which will e¢nable
vessels to use the Strait. The causeway, wide enough for rail
and highway only at its crest, is fifteen hundred feet wide at
its deepest point, 203' below water level, decpest in the world.

i - I Toronto Transportstion Comilssion rapid
| NUTES AND NEWS | transit service was interrupted for a

| { short time on the morning of December 6th,
due to condensation in train brake lines
at a temperature of te n degrees., This is the same difficulty
as was experienced last year by Canadian National Railway, on
its new iblontreal suburban territory electric multiple unit cars.

Anent the current discussion in Montreal political circles on
the question of superhighways vs. rapid rail transit, to lessen
congestion in the city, a comnent made recently by the Chairman
ol the Board of Transport Corriissioners is worth repeating. Prior
to the recent comnuter rate hearings, iIr, Justice lcarney intim-
ated that Provincial authoritles might find it cheaper to encour-
age aud make contributions to the establishment of railway
commuter services, than to try to solve the cowauter problem by
builuiung costly “uparhighways with grade separations. He supgges-
ted that, as an exaimple, the authoritics might provide large
rarking spaccs at muburban stations, to encourage people to keep
their piivatbe automobilcs out of the city., This is particularly
applicable to rontreal where a constantly deteriorating trafflic
situation is not being lmproved by street widening, Many agree
with the proposition that street widening is actually helping
matters to become worse, by encouraging those who presently leave
their cars at home in gnrages, to bring them downtoim on ncwly-
widened streets, but with no further parking facilities than there
were before. IMr. Kear. said, in this connection - " I may agree
that 'a garage for every car' represents a Canadian ideal for this
czntury, but the aim of 'a parking space downtown for every car'’
snems to me to be in the same class as 'pie in the sky'. If we
reconcile ourselves to this, then perhaps we can pursue the al-
ternative in more determined fashion.™ AN § - Ed.

The adaptability of the diesel-electric locomotive to operate
equelly well in either direction, or to operate in multiple with
cther units, is apparently being abused, An obscrver reports
having noticed a train on onc of our larger Canadian railways
witose head-end motive power, in that order, was: a road switcher,
a Pohd B unlt a road A unit (running backwara) and another road
switcher. Jﬂdt next ?

Connecting train service on the Thousand Islands Railway has not

been shown in recent Canadian Nstional timectables. Perhaps some

reader can enlighten us as to the status of passenger service on

the TIR. The same timetablLes show the following stations as

lhaving been eliminated 4. wvassenger trains on the lMontregl-Tnronto
b |

line: Collins Bay, &rnestown, Fredecisksbure, Marjeillo ana
shannonville,
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Incredible as it sounds, we have a reliable report that an
electric rail transit service is to be provided on the new
bridge across Halifax harbour, connecting our eastern port sity

ith its suburb of Uartmcuth. Can any of our Maritime readers
give additional details for publication ?

Canadian dational Railways 1s planning a fifty-acre railway yard
in the industrial section of Port Arthur, Ont. to serve an iron
ore dock which is being lengthened to 1200 fect.

Have you noticed the metal bars which have been attached to the
tops of Canadian Pacific 1400 serics diesel~-electric passenger
locomotives 7 Some people are wondering about their purpose.
They are another result of the advent of the "Jcenic Dome" for
they are intended to break off protruding points of icicles
hanging from bridges, tunnels, etc. which might otherwise damage
the glass in the domes.

(karing was commenced on September 28th at Struthers, Ont., a
siuing 33.3 miles west of Vhite River, Ont on the Canadian Pacific
main line, beginning construction of the new branch line fromp
that point to Manitouwadge Lake mining area. Completion of this
brench line will re.iove the CPR Schreiber Division's distinction
of being the ouly Uivision on the Jystem without a branch line.

Untario Horthland Railway still operated a few steam locomotives
as of the month of Uctober. At that time, steam power still
nandled local freight between Cochranc, Timmins and Englehart,
and about the same time, engine j##701 was ceen under steam at

CFR North Bay station. congines #302 and 303 were noted in oper-
ation and switcher 3900 was under steam at Cochrane. All coal
chutes and water tanks were still being supplied and operating.

CNR diesel-electric car 15845, rebuilt recently from Central
Vermont rail car Nof48, is reported to be out of seryice.

On December #th, 1954, Canadian National Railways operated its
fairst train into Kitimat, BC over the newly-comnleted 10 million
branch from Terrace, on thce former Grand Truank Pacific line to
Frince Rupert. The first train was a work train. Jons:—uction
was started in October 1952, and actual completion of the ine
2o the Kitimat station will have beuen etficcted as we gn to prue~,
This line was first visualized at the turn of the century, when
it was the GTP's intention to establish its western port at this
point. However, atvempts at real-estate speculation caused the
changeover which eventually saw the line completed to Prince
kupert, the present western terminal.

Beginning liondey, Uecember 13th, busses have been providing what
is said to be "improved" service, between Cotcau and Valleyfield,
ue, replacing the shuttle train service between those points,
There is now no passenger service operated. Thus, one more sec-
tion of the former Canada Atlantic Railway has scen its last
passenger train, though remaining as part ~% an iwportant freight
routce.
g
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STERNWHEELER

by Forster Kemp "'iw

A little over eight months ago,
we were apprised of the news that the sternwheel steamer MINTO
was being retired by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, from
its British Colwabia Lake & River Service. At that time, it

was stated in the newspapers that the MINTO was the last stern-
wheeler in British Columbia; the press was evidently unaware of
the fact that the IMINTO has a sister ship, the MOYIE, which
5till plies 2 route between Procter, Kaslo and Lardeau, B.C.

all situated on Kootenay Lake,

This lake is a long and narrow body of water lying in a
deep valley among the snow-capped peaks of the Kootenay iloun-
tains., 1t is about seventy miles in length, but only about a
mile and a half wide. The mountains rise steeply from its
rock~edged shores. They are heavily forested, and rise up to
the snow line, where edges oi glaciers may be seen betvieen the
higheost peaks. The southern end of the lake is parallelled
by the railway for about thirty miles, from Kootenay Landing to
Procter. North of Frocter, however, is the territory of the
"Lake and Iliver Service" as represented by the sternwheeler
MOYTE, the tupg GRANTHALL ancd several car barges.

It was to see and ride the MOYIE that I came to Procter,

B.C. on & fine day last August. I had spent the night in Nelson,
arising early thgt JSaturday morning to catch train Number Twelve,
which at that time left at 5:25 Ali, Pacific Standard Time. This
diesel-hauled train made a cuick run up to Procter, along the
shore of the Kootenay River which forms the outlet of the lake
of the same name, conducting the lake outflow to the Columbia
River at Castlegar. The arrival of No.l2 at Procter at 6:07
gave 2 convenient connection with the MOYIE, whose departure time
was (and still is) 7:00 AM, towever, on sentember 28th, train
schedulcs wcre altered, so that it 1s now neccssary to stay over
at Procter, or else make the connection by car from Nelson.

From the station at Prccter, a road leads for a short dis-
tance onto & wharf, which is built quite low in the water. To
the left of the road is a small hotel known as "Holiday Innf.
5till farther to the west 1s a spur railway line which, after
seperating from the main line, divides nto threc tracks, which
are laid down an incline to a cove. From a distance, these tanks
appear to lead up over a landing, and on to a car barge which is
tied up to it. Upon examining it more closely, however, I foeund
that the rails are laid right down into the water, and that the
landing is supported upon wheels which run on the rails. The
rails on the landing are tapered to fit over those on the land.
A heavy steel cable is run through two large blocks and one end
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is attached to the landing. The free end may
be fastened to the end of a string of cars,

so that the landing may be raised or lowered
according to water level,

almost standard on the B.C.L.& R.

At the steamer wharf, the white plume
issuing from the MUOYILE's slim stack stood out
against the early morning sunshine. A few
parcels of express were El aced aboard, along
with some freight, a milk can, and an ’ auto-
mobile.

The MUYIE is a two-decked vessel similar
to the MINTU in appearance. She has two clos-
ed decks, surmountec by the wheelhouse Her
bow has an open deck, which is often used for
loading and unload]ng at way stops. The
vessel is painted a«ll white, except for the
buff-and-blacs funnel and vermilion-coloured
sternwheel with its aluminum-painted main
rods. Un the lower, or freignt, deck, there
is a steam boiler, much like that of a 3400
class locomotive. Ahead of this is a coal
pocket, which is kept full of briquettes, the
universal fuel in that country. Two sliding
doors separate this from the front deck.
There are passageways along the sides of the
boiler wide enough to admit an automobile,
but which are kept clear for passengers to
pass focrward from the centre doors, out onto
the forward deck and up the stairwayvs which
leed to the passenger deck.

The area to the rear of the freight load- |
ing doors at the centie was occupied mainly by |
a pickup truck belonging to the mate, a G P
bxoress four-wheeled truck, a pair of two-
vheeled hand trucks lettered ”S.S. MINTO"™ and
several piles of express parcels. On one side

i+ the crew room and lavatory
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the remainder of the space by a railing, with mats strategically
placed for wiping feet, The engines are quite simple in decign,
each one being merely a long, high-pressure cylinder, ouite small
in diameter. The piston rods are attached, by a crcsshead, to
the large main rods, of steel lattice construction, which in turn
act upon either side of the large, non-feathering paddlewheel.
Besides the main engines, there are also two pumping engines and

a generator for lighting. In the centre of the engine space is
suspended the throttle and reverse levers, and a bell, with a cord
fastened to it. his cord runs to the wheelhouse, and constitutes
the "engine room telegraph'.

After inspecting the lower deck, I returned to the bow of the
vessel, where the fireman had returned to his post and was bailing
in briquettes through the firehole, which was now open. No
"butterfly" fire door here -~ the chain dior is still in favour!

I went out onto the bow deck, where there is a large capstan,
wihich bears a brass plate inscribed "Canadian Pacific Railway
Company - 1898", I ascended one of the closed stairways, which
brought me onto an open promenade deck which encircles the cabins.
The passenger deck is divided into three main rooms or "saloons".
(nothing to do with alcoholic beverages !!) The forward one is
semi-circular, with windows all around. There is a variety of
chairs in this room, which is termed the observation saloon.
Toward the rear, ranged along tne sides of the saloon, are the
purser's office and a number of staterooms, which are used now as
crew's quarters. Next to this comes the dining saloon which is
still equipped with tables, though meals are no longer served.
Passengers usually eat their lunches there. The tables are
covered with velour cloth; in aark colours. The rearmost cabin,
is the "Ladies' Cabin™ with an elaborate sign to that effect
etched in the glass over the door. This cabin has gll cloth-uphol-
stered furniture, but nobody minds any more if gentlemen use it.,
There are two washrcoms and a few more staterooms along the out-
side of it. The MOYIE has about twelve stateroomsaltogether, but
not all of them are furnished. Behind the "Ladies' Cagbin™ and
between it and the backboard, is a covered, open-air space, which
containrs several chairs. The backboard itself is an essential
vart of a sternwheel vessel, as it stops the water which is thrown
up by the paddlewheel.

After having examined the vessel completely, I found that
was almost leaving time. This was confirmed by a blast of IMOYIL
whistle. Two crew members picked up the lines and took them
aboard. One of them pulled a bell cord which hung from ths wheel-
licuse down to the foredeck. The Captain sounded two tiellsc the
engine room, and the UYL, eased away from the dock, her paadle-
wheel churning up the water as each blade struck the water with
& thump. The resultant "thump~thump-thump" sound is characceris-
tic of this type of sternwheel, in which the blades are merely
stout planks, securely polted to the frame of the wheel.
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The first stop was across the river at Balfour: the highvay

ends here, and traffic is taken on Usard terry Unabs Tox tal trip

~7-



across the lake to hootenay Bay. The CPR facilities at Balfour
consist of a small shelter and a sloping wharf which inclines
down into the water, thus allowing proper berthing at any stage
of the water level.

After leaving Balfour, the IMOYIE churned out into the main
body of the lake. The sun was now high enough to ~ppear above
the mountains, disclosing still more of the beauties of the regicn,
The next stop was the little hillside settlement of Queen's Bay.
which had another wharf and shelter. From there, the course lay
directly across the lake to Kootenay Bay, where the landing was
right beside that of the ferry service, and in front of a rustic
hotel, located on the beach.

The ferry service is operated by two diesel- ered vessels,
named ANSCUMB and BALFOUR. The former has an unusual type of
drive, as her engines are located on the overhanging decks on each
side, and there are vertical drive shafts which pass through the
decks, much like those of outboard motors.

The MOYIE continued her zigzag course across the lake cross-
ing it several times to stop at Walker's, Deanshaven, Princess
Creexk, Voodberry, Ainsworth, Riondel, Mirror Lake and Kaslo., -

At each of these places, a few small packages are left. A few
passeungers come aboard, destined for Kaslo or just along for the
ride. The principal place is Rioncel where the shafthouse of the
Bluebell Mine is visible., The base-metal ore is conveyed to the
surface and then taken to a special loader. 'hen there is ore to
load, enipty ore cars are placed on a barge and taken up to Riondel.
The barge is tied securelv and the loader fills the ore cars in a
predetermined order, so that the barge will not be upset. Vhen
all are filleu, the barge is returned to Procter, the cars are
removed and hauled to the smelter at Trail. The mine was not oper-
ating at the time I was there, due to a miners' strike. There is
another mine across the lake know as Kootenay Florence Mine, but

it was inactive at the time, though engaged in proppecting for
more ore. By this time, there were quite a number of passengers,
mostly peonle from the mines and settlements out for a day's trip,
either to Kaslo, or to stay aboard until the IMOYIE returned to
their home landings.

At Kaslo, an old mining town which is now somewhat of a
tourist resort, the railway (#) descends to the water's edge by
mezans of a switchback. There is gnother of the car landings refer-
red to earlier, and a couple of box cars reposed on a track wnich
parallelled the wharf down into the water

(To be continued next month)

(%) - Now the CPR Kaslo Subdivision, but once the narrow-
gauge Kaslo & Slocan. A story on the K&S is to appear
in one of the spring Hews Reports.,

te news item page 2 on the CPR "Royal Canadian". Test train
leaving lontreal 11:00 AM January 5th consists of cars as foll ws:
No.62 (dynamometer); tourist Garson, Garber; official Kingsmere
tourist Keswick, Hemlo, kKerrobert, Hillerest; dormitory 3008,30C)
3010, 3011; Lake Agnes; Skyline 510; llount Burgess. _
kditoriad Office: ©959 ve 1'Epee Avenue, llontreal 15, Canada.






