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DAYS OF STEAM on the "[.B.& O.," is recalled by this photograph
made on Easter Saturday, April 12th, 1952, of CNR Engine #1223 and
train #323 on the point of leaving Bancroft, Ont., for Howland Junc -
tion over what was once the Irondale, Bancroft & Ottawa Railway.
No. 1223, presently No. 1520, is being held at Stratford for CRHA.

Photograph by O.S.A. Lavallee.
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NOTICE OF MEETING :

The April monthly meeting of the Association

will be held on Wednesday,

Street West, at 8:15 PM,

# pril 13th,
Montreal Transportation Commission Euilding,
Mr. Lavallee will give a talk on

1960, in Room 203,
159 Craig

locomotives built by the Canadian Pacifiic Railway, between
1883 and 1944. “s usual, guests will be welcome,

ASSOCIATION NEWS

The Banquet held on March lst was a
social success, withapproximately thirty=-
five members and guests in attendance. It
was held in La Salle Canadienne at the
Canadian Pacific's Windsor Station; the
guest speaker was Mr. Lionel Rathbone,
Chairman of the Board of Ahearn & Soper
Comprny Limited, who addressed the
gathering with reminiscences of his sixty=-
five year career with Canada's pioneer
electric railway firm. Mr. Rathbone was
introduced by our member Mr.Warren Y.
Soper, grandson of his namesake who was
co-founder of the firm. He was thanked
by Mr. Leonard Seton, Q.C. The Presid -
ent acted as Master of Ceremonies. Oth-
ers at the head table included our Honor-
ary President, Mr. Donald Angus, Mr. S.
F. Dingle, vice-president, Canadian Nat-
ional Railways, and CRH/” vice-president
Mr. S.S. Worthen.
MEMBERSHIP

The following persons were accepted
for regular membership in the # ssociat-
ion at the regulal March meecting, which
was held on March 9th:

Mr. Edward Blake.

Mr. Rowan Coleman (absent)

Mr. C.E. Redfern

Dr. h. Vance Ward (absent)
The following persons were accepted for
junicr membership in the 4ssociation:

Mr. Jack Allen

Mr. ivlichael Bould

Mr. Glenn Cartwright

Mr. David Collins,

Mr. William Scott
The following persons were proposed, for
the first time, for regular membership in
the Association:

Myr. John Hutton

Mr. Arthur L. Martin
The following person, was proposed, for
the first time, for junior membership in
the / ssociation:

Mr. Andrew G. Martin
LAPEL PINS

The [/ ssociation has lapel pins for
sale; they are made of sterling silver and
attractively finished in blue enamel. They
may be obtained for $2.00 by writing to
the Association, marking the envelope
"Lapel Pins'", or those resident in the
Montreal area may telephone one of the
members of the Membership Committee,
whose names and telephone numbers app-
ear in the block below.
VOLUNTEER REQUIRED

Response to the Membership Commit-
tee's appeal for assistance in our last
issue was, we regret to say, nil. Thus,it
is still not too late to offer your services,
Mr. Stephen Cheasley and his Committee
will be very glad to hear from you.
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THE INTERPROVINCIAL

The profit from our successful 1959
trip schedule is being well-expended this
spring on the repair of our rolling stock.
As we mentioned last month, M&SC car
No.:611 is the chief recipient of attention
and will shortly be ready for painting.

Jobs on tap for the late spring and
early summer include repainting
"Saskatchewan'' on the exterior. While itt
is intended to refinish the exterior of this
car in natural varnished wood eventually,
it is notanticipated that this can be under-
taken for a few years yet, consequently
the repainting will be done in the Canadian
Pacific' s standard tuscan red. Another
job which is awaiting fine weather is re-
pair and repainting of Ottawa car #696,
which was the victimm of vandalism while
stored at Hull, Que., last year. No. 696
rogrires new window glass, considerable
inteiicr repair, and repainting. This will
be started fcllowing the painting of the
"Saskatchewan''. Both cars are stored at
Lachine, the privatecar in the yard of the
Dominion Bridge Company, while No. 696
is the temporary guest of Canadian #Allis~-
Cinlmers Limited.
TRIP COMMITTEE

Once the Easter weekend two~tripsch=-
edule is out of the way, notice of which was
given in last month's News Report, and
details of which can still be obtained from

the Trip Committee, a full programme of
trips for 1960 is to be undertaken.

On June 4th and 5th, the Upper Canada
Railway Society will sponsor an enthusias=
ts' weekend in Toronto featuring a trolley
tour of T'TC lizes on the Saturday, and a
steam trip to Port McNicoll, Ont., on the
Sunday using a Canadian Pacific 4~6~4 of
the 2800 class. Details and circular will
be carriad as sooa as UCRS supply us.

Also under considerationis a weekend,
possibly in July,marking the final, official
and ceremonial end of Steam on Canadian
National Railways, after 124 years of use
on the CNR and on its predecessors. It is
hoped that details will be available with
the May News Report. _

Plans for the fall are still undetermin=-
ed in detail, but the usual Fall Foliage fix=
ture of October 1lst and 2nd will prevail,
steam or diesel, or both. Also in the pl-
anning stage is a 75th Anniversary of the
Driving of the Last Spike completing the
CPR, whichoccurred at Craigellachie, BC
on November 7th, 1885. This one will just
have to be steam! Obviously, we can not
go to B.C. much as we'd like to, but a
suitable spot will be found in which to
drive a commemmorative last spike. Dust
off your beaver hats, gentlemen! As Sir
William Van Horne aptly remarked, ====-=-
""anybody who wants to attend will have to
pay full fare'.

R A i R S

w. .A FOND FAREWELL TO THE "IL.B.& O."

- -

by Omer S.A. Lavallee

DURING THE MONTH of March, the picturesque railway line through the
Ialiburton Highlands of Ontario which was known far and wide, to natives and vis=~
itors alike as the "I.B.& O.'", was abandoned. Officially, this was the Irondale Sub=-
division of Canadian National Railways, but it was known throughout its career by
the initials of the independent company which was responsible for its construction
in the late Nineteenth Century, the Irondale, Bancroft & Ottawa Railway Company.
Irondale was on the line, Bancroft just a few miles off . it, but, like many similar
arizitously=-planned projects whose names reflected aspirations instead of accom-
plisuments, the [.LB.& O. never reached Ottawa.

[ made only one trip over the [.B,& O.; it was a railway reached only with diff-
iculty from Montreal, especially for a weekend trip, but unlike the bitter last days
of once=a~week service, the LB.& O. had seen better services in comparatively
recent years. Thus it was, that on Easter weekend, 1952, the author, in the comp=
any of three other CRHA stalwarts, Anthony Clegg, Ken Chivers and Forster Kemp,

made the I. B. & O. our goal.
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We left Montreal on CP #21 for Trenton. Since arrival at this Lake Ontario
town was made in the wee hours of the morning, we spurned the sleeping car for
once, and joined the vulgar mob in the coaches which, since it was Easter and the
great exodus from Montreal to Toronto was taking place, were none of the best.
Az a maiter of {act, they were colonist cars and we spent the night in an acutely
uprigat pesiticn, [ slept fitfully, while friend Clegg entertained Mr.Chivers vwith
anecdctes, which seemed to get funnier as the night wore on, Clegg, incidentally,
is famous for this, so that when 4:00 AM rolled around and Trenton came in sight,
he was in spasms of laughter, while the rest of us pondered upon the justice of a
cruel world or schedule which would thus precipitate passengers upon a cold plat=
form in the chilly pre~dawn of a Canadian spring. Sometime during the night, around
Parham or Lonsdale, we had passed the several sectiocns of No.22 which was taking
the eqially~great Toronto-Mentreal exodus on their way., Thanks also to a dizbol=
ical system of sorting passengers according to origin and destination, whose only
apparent advantage is to drive rail passengers over to the busses or the air-
lines, Chivers, Clegg and I rode in the uncomfortable and crowded colonist car,
merely because we had embarked at Windsor Station in Montreal, Kemp, on the
other hand, who had scrambled aboard at Montreal West found himself in almost
scle possescion of a streamlined, air-conditioned coach, in which he slept peace=
fully and without interruption until Trenton (== as Kemp would).

We took several walks around Trenton, had breakfast two or three times in an
all=night restaurant (in Trentonl!) and with the light of day came a switcher, No,
7222, which entertained us until the mixed was ready to leave for Bancroft about
8:00 AM, This train had 4~6=0 No,1406 on the head end, and a leisurely Good Fri=
day was spent going north through the scenery which our May 1959 trip traversed,
from Trenton to Bancroft, via Anson, Marmora, Bannockburn, Ormsby Jct., and
Detlor, Upon arrival at Bancroft, we repaired to the enginehouse before finding
our lodgings at the hotel, to determine what the [B,& O, line power would be on
the morrow, /las, the enginehouse was locked up, and though a tantalizing wisp
of smoke rose from the smokejack, no nook or cranny enabled us to see what it
contained, In those delicious pre=-diesel days, our greatest worry was that it
would turn out to be an E=~10 class 2=6=0, rather than the 1200 series 4~-6~0 which
was the real goal of our trip.

PHOTOGRAPHS: The inserted photo page shows a few typical [.B.& O, scenes
taken during the visit referred to; in this story. The top shows the eastbound
and westbound engines at Howland, CN #2516 and #1223, where the opposing
trains exchanged engines, Centre photo shows engine #1223 '"dropping'' a car
at Wilberforce, Ont.,, while the lower picture illustrates the elevated station
at Baptiste, Ont., The cover picture was made at Bancroft prior to the depart=
ure of irain #323, === all photographs by the author.

Our experience of the night before was conducive to good sleep in the Bancroft
inn, and bright and early on Easter Saturday, breakfast under our belts, we were
back down at the CNR station, watching No.1406 make up its train for the return to
Trenton. DBack at the enginehouse, we appeared just in time to see the doors open=-
ed to reveal No. 1223, the engine we were after, a very nice, light little ex-Canad~-
ian Northern 4=6=0, which was to take train #323 to Howland and Lindsay.

Just about this time, we acquainted ourselves with the crew, which was headed
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on this day by a most friendly man, Conductor Burn, while +ho engineer, Mr, Thom-
pson, handled No, 1223 as if he was hauling the International I.im.ir.d. Defure
leaving, Conductor Burn asked us if we had our lunches, and upon assuring him
that our interest in his line would carry us through, rationless, to Lindsay, we
were told that we could have luuch en route, at $1 per person, an arrangcment
which surprised us rather pleasantly. After asking the same question of tae other
passengers, he went back into the office and the £ gent at Bancfoft sent a telegram
to the lunch=stop, wherever it might be,

Leaving time came and No. 1223, coupled to a bagsage~car and a coach, both
wooden equipment, gave a smart push and started bacling the train to the wye at
York River, a €dew miles north of Bancroft. Bancroft iisell is situated on what was
once the Central Ontario Railway, and the [.B.& O., when completed, joined the C,
O.R. at York River, and used the latéer's tracks into Pancroft. At York River,
there was a pause, briefly, while Conductor Bura went into the 3x3' (literally!) stat=
ion to register his train, then backingupto the north wye switch, we started running
in conventional direction, westward along the York River on the fringe of the Hali-
burton Highlands.

At Baptiste, we paused briefly while passengers disembarked at the pictures=-
que siation, which is situated on a bank about fifteen feet above the track. Itis
reached from the platform by stairs! After skirting Baptiste L.ake, the train
started its steep ascent to Highland Grove and Mumford. The latter place is at
1,346 feet above sea level, the highest point on the line. At each of these places,
local work was done, wayfreight loaded and unloaded and the occasional passenger
picked up or set down. The speed of the train was not high == perhaps 20 m.p.h.
at top, as we weaved and twisted through the rocky couniryside on 56~lb. British
steel, product of the world~renowned mills at Sheffield in the 1880s.

Kemp had prc-emptod the smoking compartient in the coach as a sort of map=
room. The other three of us sat in the body of the car, and when we felt the need
for orientation, we went inand consulted our navigator who would inform us learn=-
edly of the name of the river just crossed, or the lake which we were approaching.
(This was before Forster started taking pictures!) Kemp even showed up the bra-
keman who, in a congenial sort of way was naming the lakes for us when he was
informed imperiously by our navigator (who had never been over the line before,
but was placing all faith in the topographical maps) that this was not Dog Lake ==
No indeed, it was Cat Lake, or some such place. The railwayxna-r:_abashed, with=-
drew, and was not seen again. (Those of my readers who have been 'demolizhed"
from full height by the imperishable memory of brother Kemp, will appreciate how
the trainman must have felt.)

About this time, No. 1223 was getting thirsty, and we shortly pulled up to the
station at Gooderham, a pleasant hamlet iwhich was the spot at which the gastron=-
omic needs of both the engine and the passengers would be looked to. All of us,
crew and passengers, descended and repaired into the station to find that a lady,
who was in some manner or means connected with the railway, had turned the
wailing room into a pleasant, but regrettably unadvertised, dining room. Meanwhile
the fireman had connected No.1223 to one end of a water siphon, and in the ensuing
twenty-seven minutes, while the engine watered itself, the rest of us, passdngers,
crew and all attacked a very nice lunch of roast beef, all for the modest fee of $1.
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Typically, the engine crew sat in one corner, the train crew in the other, while the
passengers distributed themselves about the other neat tables.

Just as we were finishing dessert, the tender of No.1223 was seen to overflow,
and the crew opined that it was time to get going! Ah, the charin of the gishon=
water stop, where time is not a consideration and leisure is paramount. We climb=
ed aboard, fully and satisfactorily stuffed, while train #3¢43 resumed its way down
the valley of the Burnt River. We had no trousbie repaining schedule; [rondale and
Furnace Falls were left far behind, as we proceeded with a will to our meet with
the opposing train at Howland.

Our haste was in vain. Howland was devoid of other signs of life upon our arr-
ival. We were informed that our engine was exchanged with the other train at this
point, since the other engine was too heavy for the [.53.& O. We bent to the task of
turning No.1223 on the "armstrong" turntable, and had just completed this task
when the other train arrived with 2~8~0 No. 2516 at its head end. We turned this
engine too, then the engines exchanged trains. We bade a fond au revoir to the crew
but not before the two engines were brought face to face for a photograph with the
respective crews.

As we departedsouthward from Howland, smoke in the Burnt River valley told
us of the progress of No.1223 back to Bancroft, over the "I.B.& O.", a brave little
railway whose name will remain inscribed forever in the annals of Canadian

railroading.
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PACIFIC NORTHERN RAILWAY -- During the

!
OBSERVATIONS | Dpast month, more detailed information
----------------------- | has been released on the proposed
A department of notes and| route of the Wenner-Gren railway into
news, by Anthony Clegg. | northern British Columbia, construct-

| ion of which 1is expected to commence
in July of this year. Basically, it
is the more westerly route of the two possible schemes as shown on
Map "A", page S-11, March issue, except for the most southern 75
miles or so. According to an announcement by Einar Gunderson, a
director of the Wenner-Gren c¢ompany, the rail line will commence
at Summit Lake near Prince George, connecting with the Pacific
Great Eastern Railway at that point. It will proceed northwester-
ly, roughly parallelling the CNR's Nechako, Telkwa and Bulkley
Subdiyisions but some fifty miles to the north; north of New Haz-
elton, it will meet the western line shown as a possible route on
Map A", page S-11, and veer northwards toward Yukon and Alaska.
Estimates place the cost of the 700-mile project at 105 million.

According to Vancouver newspapers, Ilr, Gordon of the C.N.Ro
is reported to have offered Fremier Bennett of B.C., the use of
the National's line from Prince George to Hazelton in order to el-
iminate the need for constructing about 250 miles of parallel line
at a cost of some (30 million. Detziled conditions of the offer
have not been disclosed, but it is believed to include rental of
running rights over the C.N,R. line, which is now not used to any-
thing like full capacity. It is reported that Mr. Bennett has de-
clined the offer. The company is in the process of being incor-
porated and will be a reality by the end of March. The incorpor-
ation is in the name of the ""Pacific Northern Railway Company".

% During the past few weeks, the Canadian National has chopped two
more trains from its passenger service timetables, the run between
Hontreal, Nicolet and Victoriaville. This was the line served by
the noted "Shad Flyer" during steam days (see News Report No.8L,
Deccember 1957) and an erstwhile Railiner run. February 27th, Sat-
urday, was the last day of service.

The loss of these trains reduces weekday passenger service
between Montreal and St.Lambert to three trains in each direction,
compared with ten wouthward and thirteen northward trains in 1939.
(not counting the twenty-minute scrvice formerly provided by  the
lMontreal & Southern Counties electric railway.)

% Another new rail line is in prospect for northern Quebec., DMatta-
gami Mines Limited have announced plans to set up a zinc mining
project in the Lake Mattagami area, about 90 miles north of Amos,
Que. It is proposed to cstablish a townsite and ore concentrating
plant near the mine, which will be connected by road to Amos, and
by rail to the Barraute-Chibougamau line of the C.N.R. near Kiask

Falls or Val Piche, Que.

& Briefs presented to the Royal Commission on Coal by the CPRand the
CNR reflect the fast-diminishing use of coal. Both lines predicted
the disappearance of all locomotive coal by the end of the current
year., Only 60,400 tons of Nova Scotia coal were sold to Canadian
railways in 1959, compared to 1,190,000 tons in 1950.
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& The National Capital Commission of Ottawa plans to spend $2 mill-
ion in the 1960-61 federal fiscal year as a start on the five-year
12,000,000 railway re-location and new union station project. The
expenditure will cover necessary railway relocation work to make
certain that construction of the Queensway will not be h=21d up in
any way, particularly in its Bank Street reilway yard section.

I Dieselization is coming to the Sydney & Louisburg Railway Company,
one of the last railways in Horth America to operate steam locom-
otives exclusively. The company, a subsidiary of Dominion Steel
& Coal Corporation, has announced that it will purchase four die-
sel locomotives within the next few months. A company spokesman
said "The move is unavoidable as we no longer are able to obtain
sufficient parts for a steam locomotive.?

X The Great Northern Railway will abandon its two evening trains
linking Vancouver and Seattle at the end of the month, because of
a shortage of passengers and loss of internal U.S. mail business
to motor transport. The morning and mid-day trains on the Inter-
national streamliner route will continue to operatec.

& The Pennsylvania Railroad has joined the Reading Company in asking
Pennsykvania state authorities to boost commuter fares by twenty-
five percent on lines serving Philadelphia and the New York Cen-
tral’ Railroad secks a one dollar per ticket incrcasc on 26~-yidc -
tickets. The latter part of this news item is intercsting in that
it seems to indicate a departure from the "cents per mile™ philo-
sophy of pricing commuter services, While it is a fact that it
costs a little more +to transport a commuter twenty miles than to
carry him ten miles, it is by no means double the cast — for int-
erest and depreciation on equipment, yard and termiral ccsts, etc.
are almost as great for the short-haul rider at peak periods as
for those whom the trains carry to the end of the run,

& Not reported as an item of news, but merely as a matter of rumour
and speculation: due to the determined efforts of the Boston and
Maine RR to rid themselves of all non-RDC passenger service, the
Canadian National - Central Vermont system and the New Haven Rail®
road are considering a plan to route the through Montreal to New
York trains via the CV's Southern Division through Norwich and New
London, Conn, This would give the CV a much larger proportion of
the rates, while not reducing the NYNH&H's mileage. Regular pass=-
enger service on the Central Vermont's Southern Division has not
been operated since the World War ITI years, when a gas-clectric
car provided the local runs.

CORRECTIONS - Page S-4. Historians should not put too much faith
in the first item on this page of the February issue. While the
announcement is still the official word from the CPR, steam loc-
omotives have been scen operating in the Toronto area since the

beginning of the year.

Page S-11. (Map of new railway lines in Alberta and Quebec).
The map was originally drawn to a scale of 1" - 100 miles, but
the reduction necessary to include it on our 8ix11" paper reduc-
cd the scale to 200 miles to the inch. If you keep your News
Reports for future reference, please correct this error,

————— — ———
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& Opposition appears to be growing in western Canada as a result of
the CPR's announced intention to discontinue the Portage-la-Prair-
ie - Saskatoon - Wetaskiwin passenger run, trains 41 and 42, W.0,
Smythe, a Wilkie pawyer who represented several central Saskatch-
ewan towns at the Board's hearings on the application, said that
he will make represcntations through his member of parliament to
the Federal Cabinet, asking them to suspend an order of the Doard
of Transport Commissioners allowing CPR to halt the passenger and
express service., The City of Saskatoon will urge the CPR to re-
route one of the CPR's transcontinental passenger trains from the
m~in linc to the company's line between Portage-la-Prairie, Man,,
and Wetaskiwin, Alta.,

The Board order permitting the rdiiway to drop the two trains
is effective April 24th or 45 days after the CPR has posted notice
at all stations on the line.

The German-built diesel locomotives ordercd by two railways in the
United States -- (reported in News Report No.l07) == will be going
into service on the Rio Grande and Southern Pacific lines.

A plan to merge the Minncapolis, St. Paul & Sault Ste, Marie (the
"$oo Line™), the Wisconsin Ccntral, and the Duluth, South Shore &
Atlantic railroads has been approved by #diirectors of the lines in-
volved and now awaits ratification by sharcholders and the I.C.C,
The new, 4800-mile railway would be known as the Soo Line Railway
Company, in which the Canadian Pacific would have a majority of
stock. CPR controls all three lines at present, and owns the
DSS&A outright. Purpose of the merger would be an estimated ann-
ual saving of one and a quarter million dollars.

On March 5th, Soo Line trains 7 and 8, running between Minneapolis
and St. Paul, and OJSault Ste. Marie, Michigan, were discontin-
ued, thus ending passenger connections by rail between the United
States and Canada via the Soo, CPR still operates passenger
service from the Ontario side to the CPR main line at Sudbury.

In May, 1959, the Board of Transport Commissioncrs ordered the
Canadian railways to place reflective markings on all new boxcars
gurchased and on an equal number of older cars when overhauled.

uring the latter part of the year, the CPR marked 3,000 cars
while the CNR marked 696. The Board has now ordered that during
1960, each road must mark 3,000 units, new or old.

The sale of Empire Freightways, Limited, to the Canadian National
Railways was neither confirmed nor denied by J.F.Fraser, president
of the trucking company, at a press interview recently. The CPR
alrcady has a substantial interest in trucking firms across Canada.
Now it appears that the CNR also, out of sclf-defense is getting
into the highway transport business. The CNR has confirmed, how=-
ever, that it has its sights sect on purchasing Midland Superior
Express Company Limited, of Calgary, as well as other trucking
companies in western Canada.

A new signal system === and one believed to be unique for railway
use == is now in operation on the Canadian National line across
Victoria Bridge. Due to the reconstruction and replacement of se-
veral spans of this mile-long bridge, it was necessary to place
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heavy steel girders between the two tracks on the bridge, limiting
clearances to only nine inches. Three-quarters of a foot is a
tight clearance at the best of times,nine inches from a temporary-
placed steel girder on a main artery like Victoria Bridge borders
on the precarious. But that was all the space available. So to
forestall any unfortunate incident under the circumstances, spec-
ial signs have been installed activated by electric eyes placed on
the bridge at the new clearance liuits and beamed upwards, Any
object extending beyond the 9" limit automatically cuts the beam
and trips the special signals. These consist of neon signs, spel-
ling out the word S T O P, which light up when activated by one of
the detecting instruments. If this happens, the despatcher and
signal maintainers are alerted and the train must be completely
inspected before the illuminated STOP signs may be passed. It has
happened once or twice; a bad-order car with bulging sides has
tripped the mechanism at least once, while on another occasion a
fireman's arm extending beyond the cab window has thrown the pre-
cautionary system into effect.

One set of the electric eye detectors arc placed on both sides of
both tracks at both ends of the bridge, while another set are
placed closer to the work area, The neon signs are placed at very
frequent intervals across the Bridge, sirnalling both east and
west tracks in either direction.

X A new design of rail car, the Alcan Tank Hooper Car, has been or=-
dered by two Canadian railways, the Canadian National Railways and
the Roberval-Sagucnay Railway. The design of tiis aluminum car
was developed by Aluminum Company of Canada Limited cngineers wor-
king with the mechanical and research departments of the CNR. The
prototype cars, looking somewhat 1like a gigantic sausage wrapped
in foil, will be operated in their unpainted condition., They will
be able to carry ten tons more payload than existing standard hop-
per cars, will be ecasier to unload and with few exceptions, will
be suitable for all products now handled in covered hoppers.

They will, in addition, be suitable for certain special loadings
for which protective linings are required in conventional cars.
Specifications of the Alcan Tank-Hopper car are as follows: gross
weight, 210,000 lbs; light weight 31,000 (compared with 51,000 lbs
for the equivalent in a steel car); capacity 179,000 lbs.; cubic
capacity 3,000 cu. ft.

f The Canadian Pacific iailway has ordered 300 70-ton flatcars, 53
feet six inches in length, 100 of them equipped with end bulkheads.
The order for this rolling stock has been placed with Dominion
Steel & Coal Corporation, Trenton, Nova Scotia.,

& Intercsting Canadian railway statistics from the Ontario Govern-
ment's brief to the Royal Commission on Transportation:

Revenue Freight per head of population - (1918) 15.72 tons.
(1943) 15.01 "
(1958) 10,20 3

Passengers per head of population - (1913) 6.14 passengers
(1958) 1.25 i
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¥ Britain -- birthplace of the first steam locomotive -~ has turned
out its last "iron horse%, Appropriately named ‘“Lvening Star®, the
engine pulled out of the Western Region's loconotive shops at Swi-
ndon on March 18th, near the building which houses "North Star’,
one of the earlicst Great Western engines dating back 120 years.

& The engine, No,92220, a Class "F" 2-10-0, is to be assigned to the
Western Region, B.R. During the course of ceirrcmonies marking the
delivery of this engine, an official promised that No. 92220 would
never face the scrap-yard. As it was being placed in service, the
engine had already been earmarked for preservation in one of the
several British railway museums. No.92220 is the last of thousands
upon thousands of steam locomotives which have operated over the
railways of Britain, starting at the beginning of the Nineteenth
Century when Trevithick introduced the first successful railway
steam locomotive at Pen-y-daran, Cornwall., In comparatively rec-
cnt years, some 20,000 steam locomotives were at work on the rail-
ways of Britain, but these have dwindled to a present-day figure
given as 14,231 steam locomotives, There are 484 main-line die-
sels. In three years, the steam locomotive figure will have been
halved to 7,000, To replace the steam locomotives, British Rail-
ways have embarked on an extensive diesclization and electrific-
ation plan, and twenty years from now there will be only diesels
and electrie trains in operation. By 1980, "Evening Star” will
have taken its place in history, beside “"North Star" and other
famous locomotives in Britain's railway muscums.

& In June of this year, the railways of the Union of South Africa
will celebrate their centenary, one hundred years having elapsed
since the opening of the first two-mile section of the Natal Rail-
way Company Limited. This railway was authorized in 1859, and the
initial section, between Durban and the Point, opened on June 26th
1860, Simultaneously, a longer railway in the then-neighbouring
colony of Cape of Good Hope was in the course of construction;
this was the Cape Town, Wellington & Docks Railway Company Limited
extending 57 miles from Cape Town to VWe¢llington, The C.T.W.& D.Ry.
opened in 1862, formed the nucleus of the Cape Government Railways
in 1873, while the Natal line was taken over by the Natal Govern-
ment in 1877. Railway extemsions went on rapidly and in 1897, the
first link was opened with Rhodesia when the railway from CapeTown
through to Bulawayo was completed. Upon the union of the¢ colonies
of the Cape, Natal, Transvaal and Orange River in 1910, the pres-
ent South African Railways & Harbours system was formed.,

& The possibility that a tunnel will be constructed under the Eng-
lish Channel from England to France 1is reported once again to be
guite strong in England. The British Cabinet is awaiting the re=-
port of a study group on this project, the Government having ind-
icated its approval, in principle, of such a tunnel, The tunnel
prescently envisioned would be limited to rail traffic, and is ex-
pected to cost some £100,000,000, It is thought that much of the
traffic will be “piggyback! trucks and automobiles, as well as
passengers. Railway interchange goods traffic between England and
the Continent is also increasing. fhis traffic is presently sub-
ject to the vagaries of the weather, espccially in winter, while a
tunnel would eliminate this factor and permit of a high density of
traffic on a year-round basis.
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& TORONTO DEVELOPMENTS - The City of Toronto is to be given a 6200
series Northern Type steam locomotive by the Canadian National

Railways. The railway will give and pay all costs of mowving the
350-ton, 100-foot locomotive to the site selected by the City aut-
horities., The Upper Canada Railway Society has offered to keep

the locomotive clean, while the Young Men's Canadian Club may pay
part of the cost of mounting it. IHany sites have been consideied
by the municipal officials, but it now appears that the most lika=-
ly location will be on a floodlit stretch of track laid dewn at
the C.N. Exhibition Grounds near the Stanl:y Barracks. Locomotive
6213, class U-2-g, built by Montrcal Locomotive Works in August,
1942, has been selected by a committee of the Upper Canada Railway
uOClCtY headed by Mr. Jim Brown, on bchalf of the Toronto Board of

Control.

& low, after many meetings and nuch bickering, it appears that con-
struction of the National Railways' new Toronto by-pass line has
becen given the clear signal., The proposed twenty-five mile line
through Pickering, Markham and Vaughan Townships, plans for which
were announced early in 1959, has since been bogged down by a ser-
ics of claims and counter-claims, and numerous alternative schemes
were advanced by those who opposed the original layout. It would
scem, however, that there are no major differcnces between the
scheme as originally publicized and that recently approved by the
Zlctropolitan Planning Board.

The new railway line (described in the Necws Report for April 1959)
will leave the prescnt Oshawa Subdivision of the CNR necar Picker-
ing, Ont., swing northwest through Dunharton, pass by Thornhill

and Woodbridge, and join the System's Brampton Subdivision betwcen
Malton and Brampton, Just west of the point where the now line
will cross the Newmarkct Subdivision, 2 new and mnodern freight
classification yard will be constructed. A more northerly alter-
native plan for the railway betw.en Pickering and Richmond Hill
was advocated by a number of municipal authorities and Citizens!
Groups, but did not have sufficient advantages over the CNR prop-
osal to influence the Board. It @as claimed that a route through
the Second Concession of Pickering Twp. would avoid disturbing the
rcsidential development of Dunbarton and Plckorlng Village, but
the CHR countered that the route would be 13 miles 1onger and
would cost an extra $2 million, requiring relocating part of Duf-
fins Creck. Conseque ntly, constructlon of the originally-project-
¢d line will commence as soon as possible.

In addition to providing the Toronto arca with a new by-pass line
and a modern freight marshalling yard, it is hoped by certain aut-
horitivs that use of the route will allow an augmented local pass-
enger service on the prescnt railway lines to the Union Station in
the heart of the City. Une Toronto newspaper envisions fast die-
scl-clectric trains operating at frequent headways from Hamilton
to Oshawa. Railway spokesmen have declared this “commuter scheme
to be impracticable, but it would be more correct to say unremun-
crative, for local train oper~tion in other parts of the world
proves that it can be done if profits were sufficiently enticing.
However, the railways' expericnce in Toronto indicates otherwise.
(See News Report for December 1954, item on “The Commuters'™).

NEXT MONTH: A map of existing and proposed lines in Toronto area,



